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T  O 

WILLIAM  SHARP,  Efq| 
SIR, 

T  Take  the  liberty  of  foliciting 
your  patronage  to  the  following 
papers :  which,  fhould  they  prove 
as  ufeful,  as  they  are  well  intended, 
will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  be  honoured 
with  your  approbation. 

The  time  which  I  employed 
under  your  more  immediate  in- 
fl:ru6l:ions,  I  have  ever  confldered 
as  one  of  the  moft  fortunate  pe- 
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riods  of  my  life  to  that  circum- 
ftance,  whatever  advances  I  may 
have  made  in  my  profeflion,  are 
principally  to  be  attributed. 

Influenced,  therefore,  upon 
the  prefent  occafion,  by  no  other 
motives  than  thofe  of  the  fineereft 
gratitude  and  refpedl,  1  fhall  for¬ 
bear  offending  your  delicacy,  thro’ 
a  vain  attempt  to  imprefs  the  world 
.  with  a  more  favourable  opinion  than 
they  already  entertain,  of  your 
charader  and  abilities : — You  will 
permit  me,  however,  to  conclude 
this  addrefs,  with  my  moft  ardent 
wifhes  for  your  long  enjoyment  of 
that  health,  which  you  are  every 
'  day  communicating  to  others  :  and 
of  that  happinefs,  which  from  the 

moft 
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mofl:  ample  experience,  you  know 
to  be  the  genuine  refult  of  benevo¬ 
lent  adions. 

I  am,  SIR, 

With  the  greateft  Efteem, 

Your  moft  obliged, 


Humble  Servant, 


Coventry, 
July  ao,  1779. 


B,  WiLMER 
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y  T  is  ndw,  I  believe,  univerfally  ac- 
^  knowledged,  that  fcience  in  general, 
hath  received  more  advantages  from  ex¬ 
perimental  enquiries  into  truth,  than 
from  all  the  fpeculative  theories  of  the 
ancients. 

By  a  diligent  attention  to  the  appear¬ 
ances  of  difeafes,  and  the  obvious  defigns 
of  nature  in  relieving  therq,  the  pradlice 
of  phyfic  is  reduced  to  more  certain  prin¬ 
ciples  than  heretofore  ^  and  Surgery,  which 
at  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  cen¬ 
tury,  was  in  the  moft  contemptible  ftate, 
hath  of  late  years,  in  this  country,  ar¬ 
rived  at  a  great  degree  of  perfeflion. 

One  caufe  of  the  prefent  improved 
ftate  bf  Surgery  in  England,  was  the  afi: 
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of  parliament  in  the  year  1745,  by  which 
the  ^argpns  company  made  a  diftind 
Cvorporation  from  the  Barbers  Previous 
that  period,  and  at  a  time  when  France 
>vas  giving  every  poffible  encoqragerpent 
to  Surgery  and  Anatomy,  the  progrefs  of 
thefe  fciences  in  this  kingdom,  was  not  in 
the  leaii:  regarded.— The  members  qf 
the  company  in  London  were  fubjefi:  to 
heavy  fines  and  expences,  and  liable  to 
5*  ferve  many  troublefome  offices,  from 
which  they  are  now  exempted.  The 
governors  of  the  London  hofpitals,  from 
“  an  ill-judged  policy,  entirely  refufed  the 
education  of  pupils  at  one  houfe,  and 

®  The  Surgeons  and  Barbers  were  i^icorporated  by  the 
32d  of  Henry  VIII.  The  prearnble  of  this  fets  forth* 
that  “  the  faid  two  feveral  and  diflinfl  companies  of 
**  Surgeons  and  Barbers  were  necelTary  to  be  united,  and 
“  made  one  body  corporate,  to  the  intent,  that  by  their 
union,  and  often  aflembling  together,  the  good,  and 
“  due  order,  exercife,  and  knowledge,  in  the  faid  fci- 
“  ence  or  faculty  of  Surgery,  ftjould  be,  as  well  in  fpe^ 
culation  as  in  pradice,  both  to  themfelves,  and  their 
fervants,  and  apprentices  ;  and  by  their  har?ihtg,  and 
diligent,  and  ripe  informations,  more  perfed,  fpeedy, 
“  and  effedual  it  was  therefore  enaded,  &c.  This 
ad  was  repealed  by  the  tSth  of  George  IL 
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allowed  of  the  attendance  of  only  nine 
at  a  time  at  the  other 

At  the  fame  time  alfo,  the  leading 
members  of  the  Barber  Surgeons  com¬ 
pany,-  contrived  a  bye-law,  to  prevent  the 
knowledge  of  anatomy  ixom  fpreading  : 
they  levied  a  penalty  of  ten  pounds,,  ori 
any  perfon  who  fliould  difled:  a  body 
out  of  the  hall  without  their  leave  (which 
was  not  to  be  obtained)  and  every  offen¬ 
der  was  fare  to  be  profecuted. 

It  hath  been  a' cuflom  with  me,  when¬ 
ever  I  have  been  concerned^  in  any  cafe, 
remarkable  for  the  variety  of  its  circum- 
ftances  :  or  where,  the  methods  put  in 
pradice  for  the  cure,  had  any  unexpeded 
effeds,  to  make  memorandums  of  it. 

V  ^  ^  w 

f  •  ■  1. 

> 

\ 

'  The  prefent  Cases,  are  feleded  from 
Qbfervations  made  in  this  manner,  during 
a  pradice  of  eight  years. 

I 

*  Chefelden’s  Remarks  at  the  end  of  Gataker’^s  trail* 
Nation  of  Le  Dran’s  Operations. 
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Wh  EREVER  any  remarks  are  annexed 
to  a  cafe,  it  hath  been  my  earned  wife  to 
avoid  theoretic  reafoning,  and  confine  my- 
felf  to  the  more  obvious  and  fimple,  de- 
dudlions,  naturally  arifing  from  the  fub- 
jedl :  I  muft  take  the  liberty  of  adding, 
that  a  particular  regard  to  fidelity  hath 
been  oblerved  in  the  narration  of  events. 

J 

Relations  of  fruitlefs  attempts,  or 
eveii  errors  in  the  treatment  of  difeafes, 
may  furnifh,  matter  of  inftrudion  :  thefe 
cafes,  therefore,  are  not  intended  to  exhi¬ 
bit  a  feries  of  fuccefsful  praftice  only  :  and  . 
the  reader  may  expedt  to  meet  with  difap-. 
pointrnents  as. well  as  miftakes;  whenever 
fuch  cirGumftances  have  happened,  they 
have,  without  referve,  been  acknowledged. 

The  prefent  method  of  cutting  for  the 
ftone  in  England,  hath  (at  leaft  in  my  opi¬ 
nion),  been  very  ill  related  in  all  the  pub- 
liihed  accounts  upon  the  fubjeft :  and  the 
different  procefles  of  that  operatipn  have 
been  either  curforily  paffed  over,  or  de- 
feribed  in  a  confufed  iadiflindl.  manner.— 

This, 
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This,  I  hope,  will  ferve  as  a  fufficient  ex- 
cufe,  for  attempting  to  give  a  more  accu¬ 
rate  defcription  of  lithotomy. 

Upon  the  whole,  fliould  the  contents 
of  the  following  pages  prove,  in  any  re- 
fped,  ufeful  to  the  younger  Pradlition^^ 
the  intention  of  the  Editor  in  their  public 
cation,  will  be  fully  anfwered. 
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Explanation  of  Plate  II. 

Fig.  I.  The  inferior  fplint. 

Fig.  2.  The  fuperior  fplint. 

Fig.  ,3.  The  fplints  applied  over  the  foliat¬ 
ed  bandage,  upon  the  leg  and  thigh. 
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The  fplints  fhould  be  made  of  a  thin  plate 
of  iron,  well  hammered  to  the  thape  of 
the  parts  j  they  Iho.uld  be  covered  exter¬ 
nally  with  leather,  lined  with  dimity, 
and  well  fluffed  with  combed  wool. 
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SURGERY. 


OBSERVATIONS  on  STRAN¬ 
GULATED  HERNIA. 

OF  all  the  difeafes  to  which  the 
human  body  is  fubjedl,  there  are 
none  more  dangerous  in  their  ten¬ 
dency,  nor  any  more  fpeedily  fatal  in  their 
event,  than  ftrangulated  herniae,  efpecially 
if  they  are  neglefted,  or  improperly  treated. 
After  the  great  pains  which  the  mo¬ 
derns  have  taken  to  improve  this  part  of 
Surgery,  and  the  publication  of  an  inge¬ 
nious  treatife  written  profeffedly  upon  the 
(ubjed,  by  a  celebrated  Surgeon  ^  of  Lon- 
,  *  Mr.  Pott. 

B  doHa, 


i 


CASES  AND  REMARKS 

don,  an  attempt  to  throw  any  new  light 
upon  it  will  probably  be  deemed  unnecef- 
fary,  if  not  prefumptaous.  The  only  apo¬ 
logy  I  fhall  make  for  entering  upon  this 
topic  is,  to  declare,  that  the  obfervations 
I  have  to  offer  are  the  pure  refult  of  prac¬ 
tical  experience. 

Baths,  fomentations,  and  poultices 
aftually  warniy  or  hot,  are  very  much,  I 
believe  I  might  fay  generally,  ufed  in  this 
country  in  all  cafes  of  hernia3,  under  fymp- 
toms  of  ftrangulation. 

This  kind  of  pradlice  appears  to  me  fo 
extremely  injudicious,  that  I  have  often 
wondered  how  it  could,  for  any  length  of 
time,  preferve  fo  great  a  degree  of  reputa¬ 
tion.  But  as  erroneous  ideas  muft  of 
confequence  produce  improper  methods  of 
pradice,  the  cuftom  of  applying  things 
adually  warm  in  chefe  cafes,,  was  probably 
grounded  upon  the  fuppofition  of  a  dif- 
eafed  ftate,  or  ffridure,  of  the  tendinops 
apertures  of  the  abdominal  mufcles,  or  li¬ 
gaments.  V/hen  a  portion  of  omentum, 

intefline. 
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inteftmei  or  both,  is  forced  out  of  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  abdomen  into  the  groin,  the 
perfon  is  faid  to  have  a  bubonocele. 
This  effed:  cannot  happen,  unlefs  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  tendon  of  the  external  oblique 
mufcle  is  preternaturally  extended.  It  is 
frequently  found  that  the  contents  of  the 
hernia,  from  the  horizontal  portion  of  the 
patient  in  the  night,  recede  into  the 
abdomen,  and  prolapfe  again  the  follow¬ 
ing  day.  During  the  receffion  of  the  parts^ 
the  furgeon  may  pufh  the  integuments  be¬ 
fore  his  finger,  and  introduce  its  point  in¬ 
to  the  opening  of  the  tendon,  and  he  will 
find  that  it  is  much  larger  than  it  ufually 
is  in  a  natural  ftate  5  and,  if  either  from 
a  protrufion  of  a  larger  portion  of  the  in- 
teftine,  omentum,  or  of  both,  the  con¬ 
tents  cannot  be  eafily  returned,  'there  is  a 
iudden  increafe  of  the  tumour,  by  degrees 
the  parts  indurate,  and  the  cafe  becomes 
a  flrangulated  hernia.  In  this  cafe  a  ftran- 
gulation  does  not  take  place  becaufe  the 
opening  is  lefs  than  it  v/as  before  the  fymp- 
toms  came  on,  but  becaufe  the  parts  fb 
difplaced  are  become  larger, 

B  2 
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And,  juft  for  the  fame  reafon,  when  a 
foiall  portion  of  inteftine  only  is,  from 
fudden  violence,  or  mufcular  exertion, 
forced  through  the  tendinous  opening,  it 
becomes  ftrangulated,  not  becaufe  there 
was  at  that  moment  any  particular  altera*- 
tion  or  ftri£lure  in  the  fibres  of,  the  ten¬ 
don,  but  becaufe  the  portion  of  inteftinc 
lying  in  an  uneafy  fituation,  increafes  In 
bulk,  and  therefore  cannot  be  returned 
without  fome  difficulty.  If  a  ring  is  drawn 
over  the  finger  tight  enough  to  comprefs 
the  returning  veins,  the  parts  beneath  it 
v/ill  fwell.  Here  is  a  ftrangulation,  and  it 
may  be  faid  that  the  ring  forms  the  ftric- 
ture.  But  I  believe  no  man  in  his 
.  -  fenfes  would  in  this  cafe  propofe,  by  put¬ 
ting  the  finger  into  warm  water,  to  make 
the  ring  larger,  or  to  diminiffi  the  tumour, 
bv  increafing  the  capacity  of  the  whole  vaf- 
cular  lyftsm  of  the  part  fo  flrangulated. 
My  reafon  for  making  this  comparifon  is, 
becaufe  it  is  now  generally  allowed,  that 
tendons,  ligaments,  &c.  have  fo  little  elaf- 
ticity,  as  to  be  but  (lightly  affedted  (at 
^  dcafl  fuddenly)  by  warm  applications,  efpe- 

cially 
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cklly  when  they  are  lituated  at  feme  dif- 
tance  from  the  &in. 

I N  every  ftrangulated  hernia,  before 
redu(ftion  can  be  eifefled,  one  or  other  of 
thefe  things  muft  happen  ;  either  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  tendon  muft  be  made  larger, 
or  the  bulk  of  the  tumour  muft  be  leftened. 
There  feems  to  be  very  little  chance,  by  , 
warm  applications  to  the  fkin,  to  relax  an 
inelaftic  fubftance,  even  in  an  undifeafed 
ftate  j  and  they  appear  diametrically  oppo- 
ftte  to  the  intention  of  reducing  the  bulk 
of  the  tumour,  when  ftrangulation  hath 
taken  place.  If  the  rupture  is  an  entero- 
eele,  all  applications  that  are  warmer  than 
the  heat  of  the  body,  will  rarefy  and  ex¬ 
pand  the  air  within  the  inteftine,  the  blood 
will  be  folicited  in  greater  quantities  into 
the  vafcular  fyftem  of  the  part,  and  every 

fymptom  dependant  upon  ftrangulation  will 
become  worfe 

In 

» 

Dr.  Huxham  relates  a  cafe,  where  an  inguinal  her¬ 
nia  proved  fatal  in  two  days,  and  in  which  nvarm  fomen- 
tations  were  continually  applied.  Upon  difTedion,  the 
blood- velTels  of  the  parts  were  turgid  and  varicofe,  and 

^  3  the. 
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In  the  operation  of  bleeding,  the  fore¬ 
arm  may  be  faid  to  be  ftrangulated  by  the 
ligature  3  and  if,  to  facilitate  the  evacua¬ 
tion,  the  furgeon  immerfes,  his  patient's 
arm  in  warm  water,  the  veins  and  the 
parts  below  the  bandage  irpmediately 
fwell. 

It  would  be  abfurd  to  offer  any  more 
arguments  in  fupport  of  a  propofition, 
which  in  its  own  nature  appears  to  be  felf- 
evident.  For  fome  years  paft,  whenever 
I  have  been  called  to  a  ftrangulated  rup¬ 
ture,  I  have  made  it  my  firft  bufinefs  to 
endeavour  to  leflfen  the  bulk  of  the  tumour 
by  cold,  and  fometimes  aftringent  applica¬ 
tions  :  and  the  fuccefs  I  have  met  with 
from  this  mode  of  treatment,  is  my  prin¬ 
cipal  inducement  for  communicating  it  to 
the  public. 

the  inteftine  within  the  hernial  fac  amazingly  diftended 
with  air.  The  Dodor  concludes  the  account  with  thefe 
remarks  :  “  This  unhappy  cafe  gave  me  a  fevere  reflec- 
“  tion  ;  and  I  cannot  but  think  the  malady  was  much 
“  increafed  by  the  repeated  application  of  the  hot  fomen- 

tations,  as  it  rarefied  the  air  greatly,  and,  by  relaxing 
“  the  parts,  gave  further  room  to  the  vail  expanfion.’®- 
Phiiofoph.  Tranfad.  N°  459.  p.  623. 
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I  COULD  produce  many  inftances,  where 
there  was  little  apparent  reafon  to  expedt 
a  redudlion  (as  well  from  the  Violence 
as  the  duration  of  the  fymptoms)  in 
which  r  have  happily  fucceeded,  by  the 
application  of  cold  water  or  vinegar.  To 
avoid  unneceffary  repetitions,  I  {hall  feledl 
two  or  three  cafes  where  other  furgeons 
were  concerned  with  me. 

t 

I  WAS  fent  for  into  Leicefterfhire,  to  the  Case  I. 
Rev.  Mr.  K-^— — .  I  found  him  with  ’774‘ 

of  the  fymptoms  ufually  attendingaftrangu- 
lated  hernia,  I  v/as  informed  that,  for  fe- 
veral  years,  he  had  a  fmall  fwelling  in  the 
groin,  which,  two  days  before  I  faw^  him, 
had  been,  by  walking,  fuddenly  increafed  : 
nothing  had  pafled  through  the 'inteflinal 
canal  lince  this  acceffion  to  the  contents  of 
the  hernia.  He  vomited  and  hiccoughed 
frequently,  had  great  pain  in  the  tumour,  . 
as  well  as  in  the  hypogaftric  region,  and 
his  pulfe  was  extremely  low  and  weak.  ^ 

Mr.  Jervis,  an  ingenious  furgeon  of  Lut¬ 
terworth,  and  formerly  houfe-furgeon  to 
St.  George’s-hofpital,  had  attended  him 
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from  the  commencement  of  the  fymptoms, 
had  done  every  thing  v^hich  could  obtain 
a  fandtion  from  modern  pradlice,  to  relieve 
him,  and  from  time totimehad  made  feveral 
attempts,  by  manual  affiftance,  to  reduce 
the  piolapfed  parts,  without  being  fortu¬ 
nate  enough  to  fucceed.  Warm  fomenta¬ 
tions,  and  the  tobacco  clyfter  (which  had 
never  failed  with  tieifter)  had  been  here 
ufed  ineffedaally*  Mr.  Jervis  was  fo  con-, 
fident,  that  every  thing  which  promifed  to 
ferve  the  patient  had  been  put  in  pradice, 
that  he  propofed  to  our  confideration  the 
operation  for  the  bubonocele,  as  the  only 
probable  chance  remaining  of  faving  his, 
life,  Ijefore  we  proceeded,  I  defired  that 
cold  apolications  raisht  be  tried,  to  which 
he  very  readily  affented. 

The  weather  was  fevere  at  this  time : 
compreffes  of  linen,  dipped  in  cold  vine¬ 
gar,  were  fuddenly  applied  to  the  tu¬ 
mour  ;  and,  as  often  as  they  became  arm, 
were  removed,  and  frefh  ones  ufed  in  their 
place.  The  patient  was  foon  fenfible  of  a 
retradion  of  the  parts  within  the  hernia  ^ 
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and  we  could  quickly  after  perceive,  that 
the  tenfion  and  induration  of  the  tumour 
were  confiderably  diminidied.  Upon  at¬ 
tempting  then  to  reduce  the  inteftine  with 
the  fingers,  the  air  contained  within  was  ob- 
ferved  to  move  firft,  and  foon  after  all  the 
contents  of  the  hernia  were  returned  into 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  with  the 
greateft  eafe  imaginable 

I  WAS  fentfortoMrs.M - of  Withy-  Case  li. 

brook  in  this  county,  to  advife  with  Mr. ^^^*^7**775* 
Welton,  a  furgeon  and  apothecary  of  Bed- 
worth,  concerning  the  neceflity  of  perform¬ 
ing  the  operation  for  the  bubonocele. 

The  tumour  w'as  fmall  and  painful: 
fhe  had  been  ill  three  days  before  I  faw  her. 

Her  pulfe  was  quick  and  weak ;  her  tongue 
brown;  fhe  vomited  often;  was  coftive, 
and  much  fatigued  with  an  hiccough.  Mr. 

Welton  had  bled  her,  ordered  clyfters  re- 

*  I  lately  met  Mr.  Jervis,  on  account  ©f  an  amputa¬ 
tion  of  the  thigh,  and  had  the  pleafure  to  hear,  that  he 
had  been  fent  for  by  a  furgeon,  to  perform  the  operation 
for  the  bubonocele,  and  had  happily  fucceeded  in  the  re- 
dudlion  by  cold  applications,  at  a  time  when  the  cafe 
appeared  defperate. 
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peatedly,  warm  fomentations  had  been 
ufed,  and  endeavours  frequently  made  to 
reduce  the  hernia,  but  without  thedefired 
eifedt. 


By  means  of  comprefles,  wetted  with 
vinegar,  applied  coldy  and  by  gently  preff- 
ing  the  parts  with  my  fingers,  I  obtained, 
in  a  very  fhort  time,  a  complete  redudion 
of  the  hernia,  and  the  patient  became  foon 
well. 

Some  time  after  this  I  was  called  to 
j—  t)—  — ,  of  Stoke,  near  this  place, 
labouring  under  a  ftrangulated  rupture, 
I  ordered  cold  applications,  and  endea-' 
voured  to  return  the  intefline,  but  could 
not  fudceed  at  that  time.  I  then  direded 
the  comprefles  to  be  frequently  changed 
during  the  fucceeding  night,  and  before 
morning  the  contents  of  the  tumour  had 
fpontaneoufly  receded  into  the  abdomen. 

I  BELIEVE  it  happens  more  frequently 
than  is  generally  imagined,  that  the  im¬ 
pediment  to  the  redudion  of  the  contents 

of 
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of  a  hernia,  is  in  no  degree  connefted  with 
the  tendinous  opening  of  the  external  ob¬ 
lique  mufcle  of  the  abdomen  Every 
one  in  the  leaft  converfant  with  anatomy 
knows  now,  that  what  ufed  improperly  to 
be  called  the  ring  of  the  mufcle,  is  no¬ 
thing  elfe  but  a  divarication  of  the  fibres  of 
the  tendon,  running  obliquely  downward ; 
fo  that,  in  the  cafe  of  great  compreflure 
from  the  fuperior  edge  of  the  aperture  upon 
the  hernial  fac,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  prolapfed  parts  might  eafily  pufli 
or  force  their  way  toward  the  os  pubis, 
where  the  fibres  of  the  tendon  divaricate 
mod.  The  neck,  or  orifice,  of  the  her¬ 
nial  fac,  miift  be  a  circle,  or  nearly  fo : 
and  fhould  that  be  fo  difeafed,  thick¬ 
ened,  or  altered  from  its  natural  ftate,  as 
to  prevent  the  contents  of  the  hernia  from 
being  returned' into  the  abdomen,  it  would 
become  a  caufe  of  ftrangulation,  much 
more  dangerous  than  any  preflfure  which  the 
tendon  of  the  external  oblique  mufcle 
could  occafion,  and  conflitute  a  cafe  where 


Vide  Arnaud’s  DifTertation  on  Hernias,  Part  II. 
^edl,  2, 
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warm  applications  muft  be  altogether  in- 
efFedtual,  becaufe  the  part  intended  to  be 

foftened  by  them  is  fo  much  more  out  of 
their  reach. 

Notwithstanding  the  fuccefs  I 
have  had  in  reducing  hernias  by  cold  ap¬ 
plications,  after  every  thing  elfe  had  failed, 
I  have,  within  thefe  eight  years,  been 
obliged  to  perform  the  operation  for  the 
bubonocele  four  times.  In  two  of  thefe 
cafes,  the  impoflibility  of  reduction  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  arifen  from  the  induration 
and  fmallnefs  of  the  diameter  of  the  neck  of 
the  hernial  fac.  The  firft  perfon  I  operated 
Upon  loft  his  life,  after  the  tendinous  aper¬ 
ture  of  the  external  oblique  mufcle  had 
been  largely  dilated.  Upon  difledtion  of  the 
parts  after  death,  a  fmall  duplicature  of 
the  ileum  was  found  fo  ftrongly  embraced 
by  the  neck  of  the  fac,  that  it  could  not 
be  difengaged  until  the  ftridure  was  di¬ 
vided  by  the  knife.  In  this  cafe  the  neck 
of  the  fac  was  hard,  firm,  thickened,  car¬ 
tilaginous,  and  refembled  the  os  tincte. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Harrold,  a  very  eminent  and  judi¬ 
cious  Surgeon  of  this  city  (to  whom  I  am 
under  the  greateft  obligations)  did  me  the 
favour  to  attend  the  operation  and  the  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  bqdy. 

The  next  cafe  that  occurred,  in  which 
the  impediment  to  redudlion  appeared  to 
have  arifen  from  a  ftridlure  of  the  neck  of 

the' hernial  fac  onljy  had  a  more  favourable 
termination. 

—  C« - of  this  city,  was  feized  Case  IV. 

with  a  violent  pain  in  the  inferior  part  of 
the  abdomen  :  which  was  fucceeded  by 
vomiting  and  coftivenefs. 

On  the  third  day  of  his  illaefs  I  fir  ft 
faw  him,  and  found,  upon  enquiry,  that 
he  had  a  fwelling  in  his  left  groin,  which 
was  then  become  very  painful;  and  that 
various  methods  had  been  ineffectually  tri¬ 
ed  for  his  relief. 

After  having  ufed  cold  applications  to 
the  part,  I  endeavoured  to  procure  a  re¬ 
duction 

r 

I 


1 


J4 


CASES  AND  REMARKS 

dudion  of  the  hernial  contents,  but  with¬ 
out  fuccefs. 

The  patient  was  reduced  much,  and  the 
bad  fymptoms  had  made  an  alarming  pro- 
grefs :  I  therefore  defired  a  confuitation 
might  be  had.  In  the  afternoon  of  the 
third  day,  Dr.  Simdbn,  a  very  ingenious 
phyficiaa  of  this  place,  Mr.  Harrold,  and 
myfelf,  determinedj  that  the  operation  for 
the  bubonocele  could  not  any  longer  be 
prudently  delayed. 

After  the  hernial  fac  was  opened^  and 
the  tendon  of  the  external  oblique  mufcle 
largely  divided,  it  was  found  impoffible 
to  return  the  inteftine  into  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen.  The  part  prolapfed,  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  a  duplicature  of  the 
ileum  extremely  inflamed,  and  had  .ma¬ 
ny  little  extravafations  of  blood  between 
its  coats.  I  pafhed  my  finger  within  the 
fac,  and  perceived  a  ftridture  in  its  r.eck, 
which  forcibly  rcflfled  the  redudion  of  the 
inteftine. 


Having 


Having  fecured  the  inteftine  with  my 
finger,  I,  with  fome  difficulty,  forced  the 
obtufe  point  of  the  curved  biftory  through 
the  firiclure,  and  divided  it. 

The  inteftine  was  then  ealily  returned, 
and  the  patient  recovered  perfeft  health, 
without  the  intervention  of  any  particular 
occurrence. 

One  might  with  great  propriety  com¬ 
pare  the  paraphymofis  with  the  llrangu- 
kted  hernia,  were  it  not,  that  the  parts 
concerned  in  the  latter  cafe  are  elfentially 
neceflary  to  life,  and  in  the  former  not  fb. 

I 

In  the  paraphymofis,  the  orifice  of  the 
retradted  prepuce  is  not  large  enough  to  al¬ 
low  the  tumefied  glans  penis  to  pafs 
through  it. 

It  would  be  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that 
bathing  the  part  in  warm  water,  or  apply¬ 
ing  round  it  an  emollient  poultice,  would 
relax  the  ftridlure  in  lb  great  a  degree,  as 
it  would  occafion  the  glans  penis  to  in- 
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creafe  in  fize. — And  yet,  abfurd  as  the 
praftice  may  appear,  and  notwithftanding 
Cellus  *■  and  others,  have  given  us  exceK 
lent  diredions  .to  the  contrary,  emoilient 
poultices  and  warm  fomentations,  continue 
to  be  employed  in  this  difeafe. 

The  firft  necelTary  bufinefs  in  this  cafe, 
as  well  as  in  the  ftrangulated  hernia,  isj 
fo  far  to  reduce  the  bulk  of  the  tumid  part 
by  cold  applications,  and  a  well  regulated 
gradual  preffure,  as  to  enable  it  to  be  palled 
through  the  ftridure,  the  very  idea  of  re¬ 
laxing  which,  Ihould  be  totally  given  up* 

Celsus  'j'  hath  well  obferved  the  ef- 
feds  of  heat  and  cold  in  thefe  cafes ;  fome 
modern  writers  \\  have  alfo  recommended 
the  ufe  of  cold  applications  for  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  hernias  ;  and  there  have  been 
others,  who  have  exprelTed  their  fears, 

*  Corn.  Celf.  de  Medicin.  Lib.  VII.  Cap.  XXV.  p. 
472. 

f  At  fi  inteftinum  quoque  defeendit,  &c.  frigore  omai 
contrahitur,  difFunditur,  Cclf.  do  Medic.  Lib» 

VIL  cap.  XVIII.  p.  457. 

(I  Poteau,  Goulard,  and  Aiken. 

that 
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that  the  fudden  ufe  of  them  to  an  inflamed 
part,  might  endanger  a  gangrene ;  but,  as 
I  have  never  feen  this  happen,  I  cannot 
fay  any  thing  to  it  from  experience.  Up¬ 
on  the  fame  occaflon  (the  redudion  of  her- 
nise)  M.  Bellofte  ^  has  advifed  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  afiringents,  in  preference  to  emoU 
lientSi 

In  the  fumnier  feafon,  perhaps  common 
water  or  vinegar  might  not  be  cold  enough 
to  anfwer  the  defired  purpofe  :  but  in  many 
places  preferved  ice  may  be  had ;  and  there 
are  various  methods  of  creating  artificial 
told  -f*,  neutral  falts  whilft  they  are  diU 
folving,  increafe  the  coldnefs  of  water. 

Some 

Le  Ghirurgien  d’Hdpital,  troifieme  partie,  Chapitre 
III.  p.  267.  In  the  fecond  edition  of  the  Hofpital  Sur¬ 
geon,  printed  in  the  year  1773,  M.  Bellofte  has  recom- 
inended  cold  applications  for  the  reduilion  of  ftrangulated 
hernias.  Le  Chir.  d’Hopit.  Tom.  IL  p.  126. 

t  The  greateft  degree  of  artificial  cold  is  occafioned 
by  pouring  the  nitrous  acid  upon  fnow.  In  the  month 
of  December  1759,  at  Peterfburgh,  there  happened  a 
froft,  much  more  fevere  than  had  been  remembered  be¬ 
fore  at  that  place.  On  the  14th  of  December,  De  Lille’s 
thermometer  flood  at  212,  eq^ual  to  42  degrees  belcw  the 

C  cypher 
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Some  time  fince  I  was  favoured  with  a 
letter  from  Mr.  William  Sharp  upon  this 

fubjefl:. - He  acquainted  me,  that  he  had 

applied  ice  to  an  exomphalos,  attended  with 
very  urgent  and  dangerous  fymptoms.— 
Although  it  did  not  immediately  fucceed, 
yet  by  a  diligent  perfeverance  in  its  ufe,  it 
anfwered  his  moft  fanguine  expeftations. 
It  reduced  the  bulk  of  the  tumour,  and 
removed  thofe  fymptoms  which  appeared 
to  have  been  occafioned  by  a  ftrangulation 
of  the  parts. 

cypher  on  Fahrenheit’s.  Mr.  Braun  procured  four  diffe¬ 
rent  glafTes,  containing  fnow,  upon  which  he  poured 
fome  of  Glauber’s  fpirit  of  nitre  ;  having  now  immerfed 
the  bulb  of  the  thermometer  fuccelTively  in  them  all,  he 
found  that  he  had  increafed  the  natural  cold  58  degrees  ; 
and  upon  his  taking  it  out,  to  his  great  furprize,  he  dif- 
covered,  that  the  mercury  had  become  folid  and  con¬ 
gealed  :  that,  when  it  was  taken  out  of  the  glafs  it  was 
malleable,  and  was  12  minutes  before  it  recovered  its  flu¬ 
idity  in  the  open  air.  De  Admirando  Frigore  artifici- 
ali,  quo  Mercurius  eft  congelatus,  &c.  a  J.  A.  Brauuio, 
Acad.  Sclent.  Memb.  &c. 


o  B  s  E  R- 


IN  SURGERY. 

I  X 

OBSERVATIONS  on  the 

hernia  hum  oralis. 

J  T  very  frequently  happens  in  the  vene-^ 
real  gonorrhoea^  from  taking  cold,  from 
the  improper  ufe  of  injedtions,  from  the 
introdudion  of  a  bougie,  and  poffibly  from 
other  caufes,  that  both  tefticles  become  ^ 
painful,  fwollen,  and  inflamed. 

If  relief  is  not  foon  obtained  by  refi, 
proper  evacuations,  &c.  ''the  difeafe  in- 
creafes  very  rapidly,  the  fpermatic  chord 
becomes  large,  hard,  and  irritable,  and 
there  is  a  fudden  dilatation  of  tlie  whole 
vafcular  compages  of  the  teftis,  particu¬ 
larly  of  the  epidydymis.*- — The  vas  defe¬ 
rens,  and  the  v6na  fpermatica,  become  va- 
ricous^  the  pain  extends  to  the  loins,  and 
from  the  extreme  irritation  of  the  parts 
affeded,  heat,  thirft,  and  other  febrile 
fymptoms  fupervene. 
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If  the  cafe  has  been  mifmanaged,  or 
the  patient  obliged  to  ufe  exerclfe,  &c. 
the  inflammation  is  communicated  to  the 
Ihin  of  the  fcrotum,  and  fuppnration  is 
either  threatened,  or  does,  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  aftually  take  place.  That  this 
event  fhould  ever  happen,  appears  to  be 
more  the  confequence  of  fome  error  in 
the  external  treatment  of  the  difeafe,  than 
from  any  natural  tendency,  which  this 
particular  inflammation  has  to  fuppurate. 
— There  can  be  very  few  exceptions  to  the 
defire,  that  all  Surgeons  have  to  cure  al- 
inoft  every  fpecies  of  inflammation  by  dif- 
perfion  ^  but  in  the  cafe  we  are  now  fpeak- 
ing  of,  there  are  many  very  material  rea- 
fons,  why  fuppuration  iliould  be  guarded 
againil,  as  much  as  poflible. 

After  having  gone  through  all  the 
pain  and  fatigue,  which  necefifarily  accom¬ 
pany  that  degree  of  inflammation  which 
precedes  fuppuration,  the  patient  mufl 
fuffer  a  long  time  the  difagreeable  dif- 
charge  from  a  painful  fore,  which  may  at 
laft  become  fiftulous. 

That 
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T HAT  the  inflammation  does  fometimes  ' 
terminate  in  this  manner,  we  may  learn 
from  the  obfervations  of  the  celebrated 
Allruc 

Dr.  Vaughan  -f  relates  the  cafe  of  a 

i  * 

gentleman,  who  having  contracted  a  go- 
norrhcra,  which  was  foon  apparently  cured 
by  an  injection  :  a  ftricture  of  the  urethra 
fucceeded,  for  which  the  patient  ufed  a 

bougie. - After  fome  time,,  a  fwelling  of 

the  tefticles  commenced,^  which,  before 
the  Doctor  was  confulted,  had  increafed 
to  a  very  alarming  degree ;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  care,  attention,  and  ability  of 
his  phyfician,  the  patient  died  after  fup- 
puration  had  taken  place. — fomen¬ 
tations  and  emollient  cataplafms,^  were  very 
liberally  ufed  in  this  cafeV  of  the  impro¬ 
priety  of  which,  I  fhali  have  occalion  to 
fpeak  hereafter. 

*  Si  r.tfolutio  non  fuccelTerlt,  feepius  in  fuppuratum 
abire,  ruptoque  abfcelTu  in  jijiulofum  ulcus  degenerare. 
Aftruc  de  Morbis  Vener.  Lib.  HI.  Cap.  IV.  p.  193.^ 
t  Medic.  Obferv.  and  Enq.  Lond.  Yol.  HI, 
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When  the  venereal  hernia  hath  arrived 
at  the  height  of  its  inflammatory  ftage,  I 
believe  (with  fome  few  exceptions)  the  di- 
red  ions  of  Aftruc  may  be  confidered  as 
the  ftandard  of  common  pradlice. 

After  having  given  the  moft  excellent 
rales  in  every  other  refped,  he  advifes  the 
free  ufe  of  a  warm  fomentatioDj  compofed 
of  mallow-roots  and  linfeed  boiled  in  wa¬ 
ter  ;  and  the  application  of  a  poultice, 
made  of  the  mucilaginous  parts  of  vege¬ 
tables  and  the  oil  of  earth-worms. 

That  he  had  no  particular  fuccefs  from 
this  mode  of  treatment,  appears  evident 
from  his  own  words 

It  often  happens.  In  the  flighter  kind 
of  thefe  cafes,  that  the  patient  is  obliged 

*  Tumor  inflammatorlus  teftium,  nunquam  periculo 
vacat,  cum  febrem  comitem  habeat,  ac  in  graves  a|Fe£lus, 
ahfceJjliTn^  jijlulam,  &c.  teftium,  pofiit  degenerare. 

Superilitem  duritiem  dimiffis,  fenfim  tenuioribus  par- 
tibus  frequenter  in  fcirrlium  indurari,  qui  hydrocelen, 
pneumatocelen,  farcocelen,  &:c.  non  raro  inducit.  AEruc 
4e  Morb.  Vener.  Lib,  III.  Cap.  IV.  p.  194. 
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to  walk  about  during  the  time  of  his  ill- 
nefs,  in  which  circumftance,  after  having 
the  part  fufpended  by  a  proper  bandage,  he 
is  either  diredted  to  wear  fomc  difcutient 

plaifter,  or  to  ufe  fuch  other  applications 
as  he  can  conveniently  carry  in  his  pocket. 

When  the  difeafeis  fo  bad,  as  to  ren¬ 
der  confinement  neceflary,  I  believe  it  is 
the  general  pradiice  of  many  Surgeons,  to 
diredl  the  ufe  of  warm  fomentations,  of 
-  emollient  and  greafy  cataplafms.  When 
the  greateft  degree  of  benefit  is  expedted 
to  arife  from  thefe  applications,  they  ap¬ 
pear  to  me  to  be  capable  of  doing  the  moil 
mifchief.  At  the  time  when  the  tefticle 
is  very  much  tumefied,  the  fpermatic  chord 
is  extremely  painful,  indurated,  and  en¬ 
larged,  quite  up  to  the  aperture  oT  the  ten¬ 
don  of  the  external  oblique  mufcle  of  the 
abdomen;  which  (being  inelaftic,  and 
therefore  incapable  of  giving  way  to  the 
fwelling  of  the  chord)  prefles  upon  it,  and 
the  tefticle,  as ^ well  as  its  appendages,  are 
juft  in  the  fame  ftate  with  regard  to  the  in¬ 
terception  of  the  returning  fluids,  as  the 

C  4  ftran» 
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ftrangulated  inteiline.  Indeed,  the  fwell- 
ing  will  be  more  likely  to  be  incre^fed  by 
fuch  preffure  or  refiftance,  becaufe  not  on¬ 
ly  the  fpennatic  vein  and  the  lymphatics^ 
but  alio  the  vas  deferens,  ihould  return 
•their  different:  fluids  through  the  opening 
of  the  tendon and  from  hence,  perhaps, 
may  be  deduced  the  reafon,  why,  in  thefe 
cafes,  the  vas  deferens  and  epidydymis  be¬ 
come  fo  much  enlarged. 

Besides  this  kind  of  flrangulation, 
which  the  inflamed  fpermatic  chord  fuf- 
fers  by  the  preffure  of  the  tendon  through 
which  it  paffes,  another  kind  of  refiftan'ce 
may  be  fuppofed  to  a  rife  from  its  particu¬ 
lar  flrudture^  in  which,  fo  many  different 
kinds  of  veflels  are  clofely  com  pa  died  iti  a 
fafciculas,by  a  particular  provifion  of  mem¬ 
branous  fibres,  almoft  furrounded  by  the 
cremafter  mufcie,  and  an  aponeurofis  from 
the  abdominal  tendons. 

If  from  thefe  circumftances,  a  ftrangu- 
lation,  or  impedirr^nt  to  the  return  of 
the  fluids  from  the  teflicle  may  be  fuppofed 

to 
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to  arife#  every  argument  againft  the  ufe  of 
warm  and  emollient  applications,  will  take 
place  in  the  cafe  of  an  hernia  humoralis, 
which  I  produced,  when  treating  of  the 
ftrangulated  bubonocele.  To  prevent  un- 
neceflary  repetitions,  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
the  reader  to  what  hath  been  faid  upon 
that  fubjedl  before. r-rr- When  a  perfon  at¬ 
tempts  to  perfuade  others  to  adopt  any  al¬ 
terations  in  praflice,  it  will  certainly  be 
expefted  from  him  to  produce  better  evi¬ 
dence  in  his  favour  than  mere  reafoning, 
however  plaufible  it  may  appear, 

» 

\^iTHiN  thefe  laft  feven  years,  I  have 
ufed  cold,  and  fometimes  reftringent  ap¬ 
plications  in  cafes  of  the  hernia  humora- 
hs*  and  always  with  fuccefs  ;  I  have  never 
feen  any  bad  effefts  from  their  ufe  j  I  have 
never  known  in  any  inftance,  a  fuppura- 
tion  take  place  in  this  gland,  from  a  vene¬ 
real  caufej  and  my  patients  are  generally 
cured  in  leis  than  half  the  time  which  the 
common  method  of  treatment  requires, 
cfpecially  where  warm  and  emollient  ap¬ 
plications  have  been  made  ufe  of. 

D  IFFERENT 
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Different  cafes  will  require  diffe¬ 
rent  remedies :  I  have  fometimes  ufed  cold 
water  with  fuccefs,  but  when  the  integu¬ 
ments  are  inflamed  and  painful,  the  vegeto- 
mineral  water  of  Goulard  is  as  proper  an 
application  as  any  other,  as  it  feems  to 
poffefs  a  fedative,  as  well  as  a  reftringent 
and  difcutient  quality.  In  proportion  as 
the  inflammation  abates,  the  quantity  of 
the  extradt  of  lead,  as  well  as  oi  the  cam¬ 
phorated  fpirit,  ought  to  be  increafed  in 
the  faturnine  water.  When  the  flcin  is  not 
at  all  inflamed,  the  cafe  will  admit  of 
ftronger  aftringents,  and  fometimes  ftimu- 
lating  applications  will  do  great  fervice. 

I  HAVE  ufed  the  aqua  vitriolica  cam- 
phorata  wdth  thefe  intentions,  and  have 
fcen,  frequently,  a  hidden  diminution  of 
the  tumour,  from  the  free  ufe  of  a  folu- 
tion  of  crude  fal  ammoniac  in  vinegar,  ap- 

'  plied  cold,  and  frequently  renewed. - At 

the  time,  fome  one  or  other  of  thefe  ap¬ 
plications  is  ufed,  as  the  circumftances  of 
the  cafe  indicate  ;  the  general  ftate  of  the 

patient  muft  be  attended  to,  and  fuch  eva¬ 
cuations 
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cutations  made,  as  the  Surgeon  may  think 
necelTary. 

A  Gentleman  of  rank  having  con- 
trailed  a  gonorrhoea  in  London,  and  be¬ 
ing  under  a  matrimonial  contrail,  put 
himfelf  under  the  care  of  an  eminent  Sur¬ 
geon  there,  giving  him  a  ftriil  injundion 
to  cure  him  with  as  much  fpeed  as  poffible. 

In  the  courle  of.  a  lortnight,  by  means 
of  injeilions,  all  appearances  of  the  dif- 
eafe  were  removed,  and  the  Gentleman 
very  joyfully  fet  out  upon  a  journey  to 
Ireland. 

Before  he  had  left  London  an  hour, 
he  perceived  an  uneafinefs  and  weight  in 
one  of  his  tefticles,  and  a  pain  foon  after¬ 
wards  extended  to  his  groin. 

These  fymptoms  were  probably  ag¬ 
gravated  by  travelling,  and  increafed  fo 
very  rapidly,  that  when  he  arrived  at  this 
place,  he  found  it  impoffible  to  proceed 
any  farther. 

He 
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July  21.  .  was  feverifh,  the  tefticle  was  pro- 

digioully  enlarged,  the  Ikin  of  the  fcro- 
tum  had  began  to  inflame  ;  the  fpermatic 
chord  was  hard,  painful,  and  fwollen  quite 
up  to  the  tendinous  aperture  of  the  ex¬ 
ternal  oblique  mufcle  of  the  abdomen.  I 
took  fome  blood  from  the  arm,  bathed  the 
difeafed  tefticle  well  with  the  faturnine 
water  of  Goulard,  cold  i  and  then  fufpend- 
.  ed  the  part  in  a  bag-trufs.  The  patient 
was  ordered  to  bed,  and  directed  to  lie 
with  the  thigh  of  the  affedted  fide  bent, 
that  the  tendinous  fibres  which  prefTed 
upon  the  fpermatic  chord  might  be  re¬ 
laxed. 

His  bowels  were  opened  by  a  folutlon 
of  manna  and  Rochelle  fait  in  water,  and 
he  was  ordered  a  draught  at  night,  con¬ 
taining  thirty  drops  of  thebaic  tindlure. 

The  next  day,  he  was  in  every  refpefl 
much  in  the  fame  ftate,  only  that  he  had 
more  eafe. 

He 
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He  was  ordered  to  keep  in  an  horizon* 
tal  portion,  and  the  folution  of  Rochelle 
fait,  &c.  was  repeated.  The  faturnine 
water  was  applied  cold,  as  before,  during 
-  the  courfe  of  this  day,  and  the  compreffes 
were  frequently  changed.  The  anodyne 
was  repeated  at  night. 

On  the  third  day  the  Ikin  of  the  fcro- 
tum  had  refumed  its  natural  colour,  and  > 
the  general  fwelling  of  the  parts  was  di- 
minifhed. - The  fame  medicines  and  ap¬ 

plications  were  continued  as  before. 

On  the  fourth  day,  the  tumour  was 
well  bathed  with  a  folution  of  crude  fal 
ammoniac  in  vinegar,  and  linen  rags  wetted 
with  it,  were  often  applied  to  the  parts, 
cold. 

This  method  was  purfued  until  the 
tenth  day,  when  the  fwelling  was  almoft 
reduced. — —There  remained  at  that  time, 
fome  little  induration  of  the  epidydymis, 
for  which  I  advifed  the  ufe  of  the  em- 

plaftrum 
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plaftrum  e  fapone  cum  mercurio  ^ ;  and 
as  the  patient's  affairs  required  his  pre¬ 
fence  in  Ireland,  he  left  this  city  on  the 
eleventh  day,  believing  himfelf  cured. 

Mr.  Aiken,  an  ingenious  Surgeon  of 
Warrington,  has  recommended,  in  his 
Obfervations  on  the  external  ufe  of  the 
preparations  of  lead,  the  faturnine  water 
applied  cold  in  the  hernia  humoralis,  and  . 
I  flatter  myfelf  my  readers  will  excufe  me, 
if  I  tranferibe  the  whole  palTage. 

The  fwelled  tefticles/'  fays  he,  fre- 
quently  accompanying  a  gonorrhoea,  will 
««  very  well  iliuflrate  the  effefts  of  emolli- 
ent,  faturnine,  and  common  aftringenf 

and  ftimulating  topics. - *Thefe  ufually 

come  on  very  fuddenly,  increafe  to  a 
large  bulk,  and  are  extremely  painful 
and  fenfible  to  the  touch.  The  prefent 
pradtice  of  applying  an  emollient  poul- 

K  Cerat,  Sapon. 

Empl.  Commun. 

Arger-t.  Viv.  |iv. 

Bair.  Peruv.  M.  f.  S.  A,.  Emplaflrum, 

tic^. 
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”  tice  indifcriminately  to  every  kind  of  in- 
“  flammatory  tumour,  has  given  me,  and, 
“  I  fuppofe,  almoft  every  Surgeon,  fre- 
“  quent  opportunities  of  obferving  the 
“  eifedls  of  thefe  topics :  and  I  will  ven- 
“  ture  to  appeal  to  the  experience  of  any 
“  pradlitioner,  whether  fuch  a  treatment 
“  does  not  always  prove  extremely  tedi- 
“  ous,  painful,  and  confining  j  and  whe- 
“  ther  the  cure  is  not  generally  incom- 
“  plete,  a  confiderable  hardnefs  of  the 
“  epidydymis.  remaining,  perhaps  for 
“  life. 

“  Saturnine  applications  have  been 
“  ufed  in  thefe  cafes  with  great  fuccefs. 

“  I  HAVE  feen  the  faturnine  water, 
“  made  pretty  ftrong,  applied  cold,  and, 
“  aflified  by  proper  pofture  and  bandage, 
“  remove  the  tumour  and  pain  in  a  Ihort 
“  time  ;  and,  duly  continued,  take  away 

"  all  hardnefs. - Common  aftringent  and 

“  ftimulant  applications  have  alfo  been  re- 
“  commended,  and  I  once  had  a  ftriking 

“  inftance  of  their  efficacy. - A  perfon 

5  “  fuddenly 
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fuddenly  attacked  in  the  morning  with 
,  a  fwelled  tefticle,  was  obliged,  on  ac» 

count  of  neceffary  bufinefs,  to  walk  about 
all  that  day.  I  applied  a  folded  handker- 
chief,  well  foaked  with  rum,  to  thd 
part,  retained  by  another  tied  round  his 
body.- — This  was  wetted  twice  or 
thrice  during  the  day,  and  at  night  I 
found,  notwithftanding  his  exercife,  that 
the  bulk  was  greatly  reduced,  and  the 

fenfibility  diminifhed. - This  applica- 

tion,  with  the  addition  of  vineear,  w^as 
continued  fome  time  longer,  and  the 
part  perfedly  recovered,  without  any 
f  confineoient  to  the  patient, 

I  HAVE  heard  a  juftly  celebrated  pro- 
feflbr  advife  the  emollient  method  in 
thefe  cafes,  and  condemn  the  ufe 
even  of  camphor,  as  too  ftimulating  : 

'  but  fuch  a  cafe  as  this,  and  many  fimilar 
ones  that  are  to  be  met  with  in  pradt;cei 
w^oiild  prove  to  me  at  leaft,  a  fufficient 
afiurance  againft  any  ill  confequences 
««  that  might  be  apprehended  theoretically 
from  the  ufe  of  this  clafs  of  topics  in 

inflam- 
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“  inflammatory  tumours ;  and  1  am  well 
convinced,  that  emollients  are  peculiarly 
“  ill  calculated  for  the  refolution  of  in- 
flammations  of  lax  glandular  parts, 
while  medicines  pretty  llrongly  ftimu- 
lant,  may  be  applied  with  great  fafety 
**  and  advantage.” 
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An  abscess  of  the  TESTIS. 

/ 

Case  VI.  T  B— — fervant  to  a  gentleman,  afked 
Jiine9, 1778.J  •  opinion  concerning  a  complaint  he 

had  in  the  fcrotum. 

t 

One  of  his  tefticles  was  very  much  en- 
larged,  indurated,  and  the  fpermatic  chord 
was  likewife  difeafed  quite  up  to  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  external  oblique  mufcle. 

N  o  venereal  fymptom  preceded  the 
fwelling,  which  had  been  a  great  while 
forming;  and  was,  he  faid,  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  bruife  upon  the  part. 

As  he  was  in  a  few  days  obliged  to  go 
to  London,  I  gave  him  only,  at  that  time, 
■fome  applications  of  the  emplaftrum  e 
fapone  Cum  mercuric,  and  fufpended  the 
fcrotum  in  a  bag-trufs. 


July  1. 


Upon  his  return  from  London,  the 
complaint  was  much  increafed,  the  fkin 

of 


IN  SURGERY. 

of  the  fcrotum  was  inflamed,  and  there 
was  an  evident  fludluation  within.  - 

I  DIRECTED  him,  then,  to  ufe  a  fo- 
mentation  and  poultice,  prepared  with  ci- 
cuta.  In  a  few  days  a  more  complete  fup- 
puration  enfued,  and  the  matter  made  its 
way  out  by  two  diflFerent  orifices,  which 

did  not  appear  to  communicate  with  each 
other. 

The  difcharge  continued  more  or  lefs 
ieveral  weeks ;  and,  during  that  time,  the 
applications  were  not  altered.  At  length 
the  drain  totally  ceafed  j  and  then  the  em- 
plaftrum  e  fapone  cum  mercurlo  was  again 
applied,  to  dilTolve  the  remaining  hard- 
nefs,  which  was  efFefled  in  time,,  and  the 
patient  became  well. 
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Case 
Sept.  8, 


A  CASE  of  a  SCIRRHOUS  TES¬ 
TICLE  of  an  uncommon  fize,  com¬ 
bined  with  an  HYDROCELE  and  an 
INTESTINAL  HERNIA;  cured 
by  caftration, 

VII  Wl -  B -  applied  to  me  for  ad- 

1778.  V  y  vice,  refpefting  a  very  large  tumour 

he  had  in  the  fcrotum. 

The  account  he  gave  of  his  difeafe  was : 
that  fixtecn  years  before  I  faw  him,  he  had 
a  rupture  on  the  left  fide,  which  was  fo 
troublefome  to  him,  that  he  was  frequently 
obliged  to  exert  very  confiderable  efforts 
to  return  it ;  that  he  had  procured  a  trufs, 
which  he  believed  had  prevented  the  de- 
fcent  of  the  rupture;  but  that  his  tefticle 
began  to  fwell,  that  it  had  by  degrees  in- 
creafed,  and  of  late  was  beconae  fo  incon¬ 
venient  to  him,  that  he  would  fubmit  to 
any  thing  I  would  recommend,  to  obtain 
a  cure. 

i 

The 
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The  tumour  in  the  fcrotum  was  very 
larger  and,  although  there  was  a  mani- 
ieft  flu(fluation,  and  I  was  convinced  there 
muft  be  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fome 
fluid  within  the  tunica  vaginalis,  yet,  from 
the  hardnefs  and  inequality  of  the  furface> 
I  was  equally  certain  that  the  tefticle  itfelf 
was  very  materially  difeafed. 

At  this  time  there  was  an  inteftinal 
hernia  on  the  other  fide  5  the  veins  of  the 
fcrotum  were  very  much  enlarged,  and,.va- 
ricous  :  and  the  patient  had  a  pain  in  his 
back,  which  probably  arofe  from  the 

w’cight  of  the  tumour. - The  fuperior 

part  of  the  fpermatic  chord  was  plainly  to 
be  diftinguiflied,  and  appeared  to  be  very 

little  thickened. - With  a  view  tp  afcer- 

tain,  with  as  much  precifion  as  might  be, 
the  true  flate  of  the  teflicle,  I  pafled  a 
fmall  trochar  into  the  anterior  and  inferior 
part  of  the  tumour,  and  drew  off  twenty 

ounces  of  bloody  lymph. - The  tefticle 

appeared  then  to  be  extremely  hard,  un¬ 
equal,  and  fcirrhous.  In  confultatioa  with 
Mr.  Ilarrold,  caftration  was  propofed,  and 

D  3  the 
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the  operation  performed  the  enfuing  day. 
The  difeafed  tefticle  weighed  more  than 
two  pounds,  ' 

Before  the  operation  the  patient  took 
^  a  purge,  which  having  emptied  the  bowels, 
he  was  ordered  an  anodyne  draught ;  and  this 

was  repeated  the  firft  night. - The  next 

day  he  was  feverifh,  and  vomited  often ; 
but  thefe  fymptoms  were  removed  by  drink¬ 
ing  water  impregnated  wiih  fixed  air, 
joined  with  fmall  quantities  of  tindura 
tnebaica. 

The  wound  was  treated  accordiiig  to  the 
rules  of  furgery,  and  was  entirely  healed 
in  Jiine  weeks. 

By  fome  modern  writers  in  furgery  it 
hath  been  contended,  that  there  are  par¬ 
ticular  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
taking  up  the  fpermatic  artery,  without 
any  other  part  of  the  chord.  In  every 
operation  of  the  kind  that  I  have  yet  feen, 
the  whole  fpermatic  chord  was  tied  in 
the  beginning  of  the  operation;  which 

manoeuvre 
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manoeuvre  has  feemed  to  me,  in  general, 
to  lenen  th'e^pain  of  the  conrequefi-t  parts 


of  the  diffedlion ;  and,  by  dividing  the 
chord  beneath  the  ligature,  immediately 
after  it  hath  been  tied,  the  furgeon  will 
more  fpeedily,  and  with  greater  facility, 
difengage  the  tefticle  from  the  fcrotum. 


In  the  cafe  I  have  here  related,  I  tied 
the  fpermatic  chord  in  the  beginning  of 
the  operation ;  from  which  procefs  the  pa¬ 
tient  declared  he  felt  lefs  pain,  than  when, 
afterward,  the  artery  of  the  feptum  fcroti 
was  taken  up  by  a  tenaculum,  and  fe- 
cured  by  ligature. 
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A  TUMOUR  upon  the  H  E  A  D, 
under  which  there  was  a  deficiency  of 
the  Craniuin, 


Case  N  the  year  1774  a  boy,  fourteen  years 

of  age,  was  brought  to  Mr.  Harrold, 
with  a  tumour  upon  the  head,  fituated 
about  the  middle  of  the  fagittal  future,  and 
equal  in  lize  to  an  hen’s  egg.  * 

The  account  his  father  gave  was:  that 
his  fon  had  been  violently  ftricken  over  the 
part  aftefled,  about  two  months  before, 
with  the  handle  of  a  broken  chair,  and 
that  a  fwelling  immediately  enfued,  which 
he  every  day  hoped  would  difappear,  frorn 
the  ufe  of  fuch  medicines  as  his  neighbours 
had  recommended  to  him.  Being  deceiv¬ 
ed  in  his  expedtations,  he  was  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  to  better  afiiftance. 

Mr.  Harrold, upon  examinationof  the 
pafe,  judged  the  tumour  tocontain  blood,  and 

made  a  free  Lncifion  thro’  the  integuments. 

. A 
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A  large  quantity  of  blood  in  a  fluid  ftate, 
npt  in  the  leaft  grurnous  or  difcoloured, 
wajs  inimediately  difcharged ;  and  a  con¬ 
figurable  haemorrhage  enfuing,  he  haftily 
drelTed  the  wound  with  dry  lint,  &c.-r — 

Two  days  afterward  he  removed  the  exter¬ 
nal  drefling ;  and,^  as  he  did  not  chufe  to 
hazard  a  return  of  the  haemorrhage,  he 
left  fome  part  of  the  lint,  which  adhered 
ftrongly  to  the  parts.  When  this  was  re¬ 
moved  at  a  fubfequent  drefling,  a  quantity 
of  ichorous  and  putrid  matter  was  dif¬ 
charged  with  it. 

Upon  infpedting  the  bottom  of  the  ca¬ 
vity,  Mr.  Harrold  was  furprifcd  to  per¬ 
ceive  the  pulfation  of  the  brain,  and  that 
there  was  a  total  deficiency  of  bone  in  all 
that  part,  correfponding  with  the  bafis  of 
the  tumour,  the  diameter  of  which  was 

nearly  two  inches. - The  furface  of  the 

dura  mater  granulated,  and  the  wound  was 
healed  according  to  the  rules  of  furgery. 
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The  HISTORY  of  a  FRACTURE 
and  DEPRESSION  of  the  SCULL, 
no  fymptoms  of  which  appeared  until 
the  fourteenth  day  after  the  accident. 

Case  IX.  A  Chalfe-driver  at  one  of  our  inns,  ap- 
Ma.y 22^1771.  plied  to  me  on  account  of  a  wound 

he  had  received  in  his  forehead,  and  he 
particularly  defired  I  would  examine  the 
Rate  of  his  fcull,  which  he  was  apprehenlive 

was  broken. - He  informed  me,  that  the 

day  before  I  law  him,  he  was  fitting  be« 
fore  the  body  of  his  mailer’s  chaife,  be¬ 
tween  Atherilone  and  Nuneaton,  and 
{looping  forward  to  adjuft  fome  part  of  the 
harnefs  which  had  been  difordered,  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  kick  from  one  of  the  horfes. 

He  perceived  he  was  wounded,  that  he 
bled  very  much,  and,  to  flop  the  hemor¬ 
rhage,  he  jumped  off  the  carriage,  and 
filled  the  wound  with  land.  When  he  ar¬ 
rived  at  Nuneaton  he  applied  to  a  Surgeon, 
whom  he  likewife  defired  to  examine  the. 

flate 


43 


IN  SURGERY. 

^ate  of  his  fculL - The  boy  was  very 

well  when  he  came  to  me  in  every  refpeft, 
except  the  wound  in  his  forehead. 


After  I  had  waQied  out  the  fand  and 

i 

dirt,  I  proceeded  to  examine  the  ftatc  of  the, 
fuhjacent  parts.— -The  pericranium  feem- 
ed  .bruifed^  but  it  was  not  detached  from 

i 

the  bone.  The  patient  came  every  day  to, 
my  furgery  to  be  dreffed,  and  (againft  my 
diredions)  continued  to  look  after  horfes^ 
and  drive  chaifes,  as  ufual. 

In  the  fpace  of  fourteen  days,  the  wound 
upon  the  upper  part  of  the  forehead  was 
almoft  healed.— He  then  began  to  com¬ 
plain  of  a  giddinefs  of  the  head  ;  and,  when 
this  fymptom  commenced,  he  was  ordered 
to  lofe  fome  blood,  and  to  be  kept  very 

quiet. - Notwithflanding  the  diredions 

that  were  given  upon  this  occafion,  the 
vertigo  increafed,  accompanied  with  a  pain 
of  the  head ;  and  to  thefe  lymptoms  fu- 
pervened  a  defed  of  memory,  and  a  gene¬ 
ral  lofs  of  ftrength. — — It  was  now  apparent 
there  was  fome  latent  mifehief ;  the  wound 
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was  therefore  infpedled  with  particular  at¬ 
tention.  One  part  of  it  appeared  more  flabby 
than  the  reft,  and,  upon  preflure,  a  fmall 

quantity  of  fanies  was  difcharged. - 1 

pulhed  a  probe  through  the  fungous  part, 
and  pafling  it  upward  under  the  fcalp,  dif- 
covered  a  roughnefs  on  the  furface  of  the 
right  parietal  bone,  near  the  fagittal  future, 

and  more  than  three  inches  from  the  wound 
of  the  forehead. 

Haying  made  an  incifion  through  the 
Icalp  over  this  part,  I  difcovered  a  fradture, 
attended  with  very  confiderable  depreflion 

of  the  bone, - By  two  applications  of  the 

trephine,  affifted  by  Mr.  Simfon,  Surgeon 
of  Glafgow,  the  whole  of  the  depreflfed 
portion  of  the  Icull  was  removed. 

> 

The  fymptoms  did  not  in  the  leaft  abate 
immediately  after  the  operation :  the  pref-  ' 
lure  of  the  fradlured  os  parietale  upon  the 
dura  mater,  having  occafioned  an  inflam¬ 
mation  of  that  membrane.  The  caulc  was* 
removed,  but  the  efteds  feemed  to  remain. 

— *  Although  the  patient  was  three  times 
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bled  within  a  fmall  fpace  of  time  after  thei 
operation,  and,  in  other  refpedts,  a  ftridl 
antiphlogiftic  plan  was  purfued,  yet  the 
difeafe  of  the  dura  mater  went  on  from 
inflammation  to  mortification. - The  pa¬ 

tient  was  trepanned  on  the  7th  of  June, 
flxteen  days  after  the  accident  happened; 
and,  on  the  15th,  the  dura  mater  floughed 
off  in  a  putrid  ftate.  The  bad  fymptoms 
decreafed  after  this  event ;  but  there  was 
a  troublefome  fungus  from  the  cortical 
fubftance  of  the  brain, '  and  a  confiderablc 
portion  of  it  came  away  in  the  fubfequent 
dreffings 

The  patient,  after  the  febrile  fymptoms 
difappeared,  became  very  languid ;  but, 
by  a  liberal  ufe  of  the  bark,  he^  gradually 
recovered  his  ftrength,  and,  in  defpite  of 
all  remonftrances,  began  again  to  purfue 
his  irregularities. — —He  was  often  drunk, 
ran  about  the  ftreets,  attended  the  bufinefs 

*  Hildanus  relate?,  that  part  of  the  fubftance  of  fhe 
brain  protruded,  in  a  perfon  that  he  trepanned,  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  he  was  obliged,  feveral  times,  to  remove 
It  by  ligature.— The  patient  recovered.  Obfervat.  Chi- 
lurg.  Centur.  IV.  Obf.  111.  p.  zgy. 
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of  the  ftahles,  and,  notwithftanding  all  he 
could  do  to  prevent  it,  nature  ftill  prevailed; 
and  healed  his  wound. 


In  this  cafe  it  appears  very  probable,  that 
the  wound  of  the  forehead  was  occafioned 
by  one  part  of  the  horfe's  fhbe,  and*  the- 
fracture  of  the  parietal  bone  by  another. 


The  prefent  method  of  removing  a  large 
circular  portion  of  the  fcalp,  previous  to 
the  operation  of  the  trepan,  appears  to  me 
not  only  a  very  linnecelTary,  but  a  very  in¬ 
human  pradlice.- — It  removes  the  feat  of 
the  hair,  expofes  a  larger  quantity  of  the 
furface  of  the  bone  than  is  neceffary  (ren¬ 
dering  thereby  *an  exfoliation  almoft  un¬ 
avoidable)  confiderably  retards  the  cure  of 
the  wound,  and  when,  at  laft,  the  parts 
are  healed  after  this  operation,  they  wdll 
experience  the  lofs  of  that  defence,  which 
the  thick  fkin  and  aponeurofis  of  the  occi- 
pito-frontalis  mufcle,  forming  the  fcalp, 
would  otherwife  have  yielded  to  them 

*  Nuda  enim  caro,  fi  line  cute  relinquatur,  asgre  ad 
cicatricem  perducitur.  Galen.  Comment.  III.  in  Hippocr. 
de  frailuris  charter.  Tom.  XII.  p.  254. 
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In  feveral  cafes  of  fraftured  fculls  that 
I  have  been  concerned  in,  and  in  which  it 
was  neceflary  to  apply  the  trephine  more 
than  once,  the  cure  hath  been  accomplifhed 
without  removing  any  portion  of  the  fcalp  j 
and  the  wounds  were  healed  in  half  the ' 
time  that  muft  have  been  employed,  if  ex- 

cifion  had  taken  place. - In  two  of  thefe 

cafes  the  injury  was  in  the  forehead;  by 
purfuing  the  above  method,  a  very  con- 
fiderable  deformity  was  avoided  :  and  I 
have  feen  but  one  cafe,  thus  treated,  where 
an  exfoliation  of  the  bone  was  neceflary. 

To  make  a  proper  dilrtation  of  the 
wound  for  the  admiflion  of  the  trephine, 

I  purfue  the  track  of  the  fradure  with  the 

knife,  in  whatever  diredion  it  appears  to 
take. 

If  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  make 
it  proper  to  expofe  a  portion  of  the  fcull, 

^  form  nearly  circular,  the  old  way  of 
making  two  incifions,  interfeding  each  other 
at  right  angles,  and  afterward- difleding 
back  the  flaps,  will  denude  the  fubjacent 

bone 
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bone  full  as  well,  for  every  purpofe  of  thd 
operation,  as  if  all  that  part  of  the  integu¬ 
ments  had  been  cut  off 

If  it  is  not,  therefore,  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  remove  any  portion  of  the  fcalp, 
even  when  the  fcull  is  extenjively  fraQ-- 
turedy  how  very  irrational  and  cruel  is 
the  pradice  (which  I  have  too  often  feen) 
of  fcalping  the  patient,  even  upon  the 
fufpicion  of  a  fradlure ;  protrading  there¬ 
by  the  cure  to  three  or  four  months,  which 
othcrwife  might  have  been  accompliflied 
in  almoft  as  many  days. 

N 

‘  *  Quse  duabus  tranfverfis  linels  litters  X  figuram  ac- 
elpit,  ut  deinde  a  fingulis  procedentibus  angulis  cutis 
fubfecetur.  Celfus  de  Medic.  Lib.  VIII.  Cap,  IV.  p,* 
516. 
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A  LACERATION  of  the  RIGHT 
HEMISPHERE  of  the  BRAIN, 
occafioned  by  external  injury. 

I  WAS  fent  for,  in  the  middle  of  the  Case  x. 

night,  to  -  Hands,  who,  being 

much  in  liquor,  had  fallen  from  his  horfe, 
upon  the  road  betwixt  Warwick  and  this 
city. — -I  difcovered  that  he  had  bled  at  the 
ears,  was  infeniible  and  fpeechlefs.— As 
there  were  marks  of  contuiion  on  the  right 
fide  of  the  head,  I  made  an  incifion  through 
the  fcalp,  but  the  pericranium  w^as  not 
tached^  and  the  fcull  appeared  found,  . 

I 

After  fulfering  the  arteries  that  were 
divided  to  bleed  about  fourteen  ounces,  I 
dreffed  the  wound,  and  left  him  until  the 
morning,  by  which  time  I  fuppofed  thofe 
fymptoms  which  arofe  from  intoxication, 
would,  of  courfe,  difappear.  In  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  fucceeding  day  he  w^as  in  no  re-^ 
fpedt  better,  but  continued  very  comatofe 
and  feverifli. 
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I  THEN  had  recourfe  to  evacuations, 
which,  I  flattered  myfelf,  would  have  given 
the  abforbent  fyftem  an  opportunity  to  take 
up  the  fluids,  which,  I  fuppofed  had  been 
extravafated  under  the  fcull— Alarge  quan¬ 
tity  of  blood  was  taken  from  the  arm; 
leeches  were  applied  to  the  temples ;  blif- 
ters  to  the  legs,  and  behind  the  ears ;  ftools 
were  procured  by  clyfters ;  and  the  evacu¬ 
ating  plan  was  purfued  on  the  two  follow¬ 
ing  days,  without  the  leafl:  amendment. 
— -On  the  fifth  day  the  patient  remained 
flupid,  infenfible,  and  fpeechlefs. 

It  was  now  evident  that  evacuations, 
general  and  partial,  had  been  made  as  far 
as  prudence  would  allow  ;  and,  at  this  pe¬ 
riod,  the  furface  of  the  fcull  having  af- 
fumed  a  difeafed  afpeft,  in  confultation  with 
^  Mr.  Harrold,  it  was  agreed  to  perforate  the 
bone.— When  the  circular  portion  of  the 
fcull  was  removed,  there  was  no  extrava¬ 
fated  blood  percei,ved  betwixt  it  and  the 
dura  mater;  ^t  under  that  membrane 

fome  kind  of  fluid  w^as  evident  to  the 
touch. 
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The  dura  mater  was  divided  by  a  lan¬ 
cet,  and  about  half  a  tea-cup»full  of  bloody 

lymph  was  immediately  difcharged. - 

The  patient  had  no  fort  of  relief  from  the 
operation :  frefh  blifters  were  applied ; 
more  blood  was  taken  away;  anodynes 
with  fudorifics  were  adminiftered,  without 
the  leaft  good  effedf.^ — The  day  after  the 
trephine  was  applied,  Mr.  William  Sharp, 
of  St.  Bartholomew’s-hofpital,  faw  the  pa¬ 
tient  ;  who  thought  that  nothing  had  been 
left  untried,  which  promiled  to  be  of  any 

effential  fcrvice  in  the  cafe. - On  the  ninth 

day  from  the  accident  he  died* 

Upon  dilTedion,  no  part  of  the  fcull 
appeared  fradured ;  the  pericranium  and 
dura  mater  were,  in  every  point,  adherent 

to  it. - Upon  removing  the  arch  of  the 

bone,  a  large  laceration  was  perceived  to 
extend  through  the  right  hemii^here  of  the 
brain,  beginning  in  the  anterior,  and  ter¬ 
minating  in  the  pofterior  lobe.  It  pene¬ 
trated  through  the  cortical,  and  part  of  the 
medullary  fubftance  of  the  brain,  and  com¬ 
municated  with  the  right  lateral  ventricle. 

E  z  A 
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A  CASE  of  the  HYDROCEPHA¬ 
LUS  INTERNUS,  where  mer¬ 
cury  was  adminiftered  without  fuccefs. 

J  W  A  S  defired  to  fee  Mary  Slther- 
llone,  an  adivc  lively  girl,  four  years  of 

age. - 1  found  her  very  ill,  complaining 

of  great  pain  of  the  head,  toffing  it  about 
from  one  fide  of  the  pillow  to  the  other. 
Her  cheeks  were  red,  her  pulfe  quick, 
and  fhe  had  been  four  days  coftive.  Her 
mother  informed  me,  that  eight  days  be¬ 
fore  I  faw  her  daughter  (lie  was  drowfy, 
and  had  a  great  defire  to  incline  her  head 

upon  the  table. - The  fecond  day  of  her 

illnefs,  (he  complained  of  pain  in  the  back 
part  of  her  head,  and  defired  her  mother 
to  hold  and  prefs  it.— -On  the  fifth  day 
(he  was  fick,  brought  up  her  breakfaft, 

and  could  not  bear  the  light. - On  the 

fucceeding  day  (he  was  drowfy,  vomited, 
and  complained  much  of  her  head,  but 
remained  fenfible. - The  fymptoms  con¬ 

tinued  and  incfeafed  until  the  eighth,  when 
■'(he  was  in  the  (fate  above  defcribed. 

During 
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During  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  flie  could  never  bear  a  candle  to  be 
in  the  room  at  night,  but  fcreamed  aloud 
to  have  it  removed. 

As  llie  had  been  coftive  four  days,  the 
firft  necedary  bulinefs  feemed  to  be  to 
empty  the  intelfinal  canal.  With  this 
view  two  clyfters  were  injefted,  at  proper 
intervals ;  but  they  both  returned  without 
producing  the  defired  effecfl.  An  opening 
medicine  was  ordered,  and  blifters  were 
applied  betwixt  the  fhoulders,  and  upon 
-  the  arms. 

The  difeafe  increafed,  but  fhe  could  Dec.  15. 

Ipeak,  and  was  fenfible. - Six  grains  of 

calomel  were  divided  into  as  many  dofes, 
and  they  were  all  taken  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day  and  the  fucceeding  night ;  one  drachm, 
likewife,  of  the  ftronger  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment  was  well  rubbed  into  the  legs. 

Before  the  next  morning  there  had 
been  a  confiderable  dilcharge  of  lymph 
and  faliva  from  the  mouth  and  noftrils, 
and  her  eyes  watered  much. 

E  3  *  Sh£ 
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She  was  much  worfc :  her  hands  were 
convulfed,  and  the  mufdes  moving  the 
globe  of  the  eye  fo  afFeded  with  fpafms, 
that  no  part,  except  the  white,  could  be 
feen  for  fome  hours. — —Being  out  of  town 
all  this  day,  the  mercurial  courfe  was  inr 
termitted. 

The  convulfions  had  ceafed;  flie  was, 
however,  worfe  in  all  other  refpeds  :  fhe 
lay  ftill,  was  flupid,  infenfible,  fpeechlefs, 
and  incapable  of  deglutition.  Her  pulfe 
was  too  quick  to  be  counted  with  accu¬ 
racy  ;  the  pupils  of  the  eyes  were  widely 
dilated,  and  did  not  contrafl:  at  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  ^  the  ftrongeft  light :  the  dif-. 
charge  from  her  mouth  and  nofe  had 
ceafed.— As  I  could  not,  in  the  prefent 
fituation,  give  her  any  more  mercury  by 
the  mouth,  I  direded  two  drachms  of 
mercurial  ointment  to  be  rubbed  this  day 
into  the  legs. 

I  WAS  furprifed  to  find  her  alive.  The 
fymptoms  were,  in  every  refpeft,  much 
;he  fame  as  they  had  been  the  preceding 

day. 
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day.  There  was  no  difcharge  from  the 
mouth  ;  and  two  drachms  more  of  the 
ointment  were,  in  the  evening,  rubbed 
into  the  legs  and  thighs.  , 

She  was  rather  better,  could  fw allow,  Dec.  19. 
but  there  was  no  difcharge  from  the  fali-  * 

vary  glands.  She  was  at  this  time  coftive ; 
and  as  the  calomel  had  before  opened  her 
body,  fix  grains  of  it  were  joined  in  a  mix¬ 
ture  and  the  whole  quantity  was  taken 
in  the  courfe  of  the  day  and  the  night 
enfuing. 

She  was  no  worfe  in  any  refpeft ;  fiie  — -  20. 
could  fwallow  well,  and  difcovered  in  her 
motions  more  figns  of  fenfibility ;  but  the 
eyes  at  this  period  were  not  affeded  by 
light,  and  the  pupils  remained  widely  di¬ 
lated.  In  the  afternoon  her  cheeks  were 
very  red,  her  pulfe  remarkably  quick,  and 
a  profufe  fweat  broke  out  from  every  part 

1 

*  R  Calomel,  gr.  vi. 

Syr.  fambuci,  3  vi. 

Aq.  purse  3  li,  M. 

Capiat  fextam  partem,  horis  fingulis  tertiis. 
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I 

of  the  body.  The  mixture,  containing 
fix  grains  of  calomel,  was  repeated. 

Dec.  21.  She  was  much  worfe  In  every  refpe6l| 
fhe  had  fweated  profufely  in  the  night, 
and  her  pulfe  was  uncommonly  quick  and 
weak  j  the  eye-lids  were  wide  open,  and 
the  furface  of  the  tunica  conjundliva  dry 
and  glafly.  She  fwallowed  nothing  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day,  and  died  in  the  evening. 
Leave  could  not  be  obtained  to  examine 
the  head. 

I  TRIED  mercury  In  this  cafe,  from  the 
fuccefs  w'hich  the  ingenious  Dr.  Dobfon  of 
Liverpool  had  by  the  exhibition  of  this  re-; 
medy,  in  one  inftance  of  the  hydrocepha¬ 
lus  internus.-r^ — Difagreeable  as  it  muft  be 
to  relate  the  inefficacy  of  a  medicine  that 
hath,  even  once  only,  fucceeded  in  a  dif- 
eafe  before  deemed  incurable,  and  from 
which  the  medical  world  had  conceived  the 
higheft  expedtations ;  yet  having  given  it, 
in  the  above  recited  cafe,  a  fair  trial,  I 
thought  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  me  to  com¬ 
municate  to  the  public  this  inftance  of  its 
want  of  fuccefs. 

An 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  the  good  Effeds 
arifing  from  a  Scarification  of  the  T  U- 
NICA  CONJUNCTIVA,  in  a 
violent  C  HEM  OS  IS. 


^HOMAS  DAVIS,  of  Bed  worth,  Case  xii. 

applied  to  me  with  a  difeafe  of 
left  eye,  which  had  been  of  fix  weeks 
continuance.- — The  tunica  conj undiva  of 
the  eye-lids,  as  well  as  of  the  globe  of 
the  eye,  was  much  inflamed,  and  fo  ex- 
ceflively  thickened,  that  it  projeded  very 
confiderably  beyond  the  furface  of  the  cor¬ 
nea,  and  gave  it  the  appearance  of  being 
funk  in  the  eye.  In  this  ftate  the  tu¬ 
nica  conj  undiva  refembled  a  piece  of 
raw  liver,— — The  patient  was  almofi:  de¬ 
prived  of  fight,  partly  occafioned  by  a  ge¬ 
neral  cloudinefs  of  the  cornea,  and  on  ac¬ 
count  of  an  opake  fpot,  which  occupied 
that  part  of  the  furface  of  the  eye  oppo- 
fite  the  pupil. ' 


H  E  complained  of  a  very  excruciat¬ 
ing  pain  from  the  difeafed  eye,  fhooting 

through 
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through  the  temple  to  the  back  part  of  the 
head.  He  informed  me  that  he  had  been 
repeatedly  bled,  and  advifed  to  apply 
bliflers  behind  the  neck  and  ears ;  from 
neither  of  which,  nor  indeed  from  any 
thing  that  had  been  attempted  to  relieve 
him,  had  he  received  the  leaft  benefit: 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  much  to  be  appre¬ 
hended,  that  a  total  lofs  of  the  ufe  of  the 
organ  of  vifion  muft  have  been  the  inevit¬ 
able  confequence. 

I  DIRECTED  him  to  have  fix  leeches 
applied  in  the  circumference  of  the  eye,  as 
clofe  to  it  as  poffible  ;  and,  on  account  of 
the  extreme  pain  and  irritability  which  at¬ 
tended,  1  gave  him  a  pill  every  night,  com- 
pofed  of  two  grains  of  extradtum  thebai- 
cum,  and  the  fame  quantity  of  calomel. 
He  was  diredted  to  ufe  a  pediluvium  every 
night,  and  to  take,  every  third  morning, 
an  00  ice  of  Rochelle  fait  dilTolved  in 
water.  The  difeafed  eye  vvas  fomented 
ftv’t ral  times  a  day,  with  the  faturnine  wa¬ 
ter  of  Goulard. 
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The  tunica  conjunftiva  not  being  in  Sept.  19. 
any  degree  unloaded,  fix  leeches  were 
again  applied  round  the  eye ;  and  I  intend¬ 
ed  to  have  opened  the  temporal  artery,  but 
its  pulfation  could  not  be  difcovered  with 
fufficient  precifion,  to  give  that  operation 
any  chance  of  fucceeding.  The  other  di- 
redions  were  obferved  as  before. 

t 

The  acute  pain  in  the  head  was  dimi-  - 21, 

nifhed,  but  the  ftate  of  the  tunica  conjunc¬ 
tiva  was  much  the  fame  as  before. - Hav- 

ing  fomented  the  eye  and  temples  fome 
time  v/ith  warm  milk  and  water,  I  invert¬ 
ed  the  lower  lid,  and  with  the  point  of  a 
lancet  made  feven  or  eight  fcarifications  in¬ 
to  the  tunica  conjundfiva.  I  kept  the  car¬ 
tilage  fome  time  inverted  with  my  finger, 
to  promote  the  evacuation ;  and  by  thefe 
means  two  or  three  tea-fpoonfuls  of  blood 
were  difcharged :  the  warm  fomentation 
was  ufed  again.  The  patient  flept  much 
better  this  night  than  ufual ;  in  the  fuc¬ 
ceeding  morning  he  could  fee  objedls  more 
clearly  than  before,  and  the  pain  of  the 
head  was  inconfiderable. 

A  ^  . 
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The  fcarification  was  repeated  with 
fuch  advantage,  that  on  the  30th  the  tu¬ 
nica  conjundtiva  appeared  only  of  a  pale 
red  colour,  its  veffels  having  been  emptied 
and  contradted.  The  calomel  pills  were 
continued;  in  which  the  proportion  of 
opium  was  reduced  to  half  the  ufual  quan¬ 
tity.  The  application  to  the  eye  was  then 
the  aqua  vitriolica  camphorata,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  ufed  cold. 

On  the  6th  of  Odtober  the  patient  could 
difcern  objedts  pretty  diftindlly;  the  fpot 
upon  the  cornea  was  much  reduced  in  di- 
menfions,  and  the  inflammation  of  the  tu¬ 
nica  conjundtiva  entirely  removed. 

In  very  bad  inflammations  of  the  eye, 
where  that  fyftem  of  veffels  which,  in  a 
ftate  of  health,  circulate  only  the  pellucid 
parts  of  the  blood,  are  fb  much  dilated  as 
.  to  admit  the  red  globules  (errore  loci)  if 
the  difeafe  hath  been  of  long  continuance, 
the  veffels  are  fo  preternaturally  diflended, 
and  their  contradlile  power  fo  much  weak¬ 
ened,  that  it  will  be  in  vain  to  expedl  a 

cure 
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cure  from  any  general  evacuations,- — In 
this  Hate  of  the  cafe,  I  have  often  feen 
the  moft  beneficial  effedis  from  a  fcarifica- 
tion  of  the  tunica  conjundtiva  of  the  infe- 
rior  eye-lids,  with  a  brufli  made  of  the 
ears  of  bearded  wheat ;  by  which  the  vef- 
fels  of  the  part  inflamed  are  divided,  the 
ftagnant  blood  is  evacuated,  and  perhaps  a 
falutary  ftimulus  is  communicated,  by 
which  the  relaxed  veflels  contradt  to  their 
proper  dimenfions.  A  very  particular  ac«  ’ 
count  of  this  operation,  and  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  cafes,  demonftrating  its  good  ef- 
fedts  in  many  difeafes  of  the  eye  and  its 
coats,  are  given  by  Duddell  %  in  a  treatife 
upon  thefe  fubjedls.  The  reafon  I  ufed 
a  lancet  in  the  cafe  I  have  jufl  related  was, 
becaufe  I  had  no  brulhes  at  that  time,  nor 

any  proper  materials  for  making  them, - - 

There  is  an  objedlion  to  the  ufeof  the  lan¬ 
cet  :  if  the  little  wound  of  the  divided 
velTels  does  not  exadtly  correfpond  with 
that  of  the  tunica  conjundliva,  the  blood 
may  infinuate  itfelf  into  the  reticular  mem- 


*  Benedift  Duddell, 
Coat  of  the  Eye,  &c. 


on  the  Difeafes  of  the  horny 

brane. 
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brane,  and  fpreading  abroad  under  the 
Ikin,  give  it  the  appearance  of  a  black  eye. 
This  remark  may,  perhaps,  appear  of  very 
little  importance ;  nor  fliould  I  have  men¬ 
tioned  it,  if  I  had  not  experienced  the  in-^ 
convenience  of  fuch  a  circumftance. 


IN  SURGERY. 


A  TUMOUR  of  the  INFERIOR 
E  Y  E  -  L  1  D,  cured  by  excifion. 


I 

it 

A 


Dissected  a  tumour  from  the  lower  C  a  s  e  xm. 
eye-lid,  in  a  young  man  of  this  city 
was  about  the  fize  of  a  pigeon’s  egg. 
tranfverfe  incilion  was  made  over  the 


tumour,  about  an  eighth  of  an  inch  be¬ 
low  the  edge  of  the  eye-lid ;  and,  in  en¬ 
deavouring  to  feparate  the  cyft  from  the 
fkin,  I  wounded  it,  and  found  it  full  of 
hydatids.  I  cut  away  all  the  anterior  part 
of  the  cyft,  the  reft  floughed  off ;  and  the 

wound  foon  healed,  without  leaving  any 
deformity. 


The 
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The  HISTORY  of  an  uncommon 
TUMOUR,  which  thruft  the  Globe 
of  the  right  Eye  entirely  out  of  the 
Socket. 

Case  XIV.  ¥  N  the  year  1774,  M.  Watts,  aged 

thirty,  interfering  between  two  men 
who  were  fighting,  had  a  blow  from  one 
of  them,  by  which  (he  was  knocked,  down. 
About  a  week  after  this,  {he  perceived  a 
fmall  fweiling  on  the  part  where  ihe  re¬ 
ceived  the  blow.  It  was  not  very  trouble- 
fome  to  her,  and  therefore  {he  negledled 
it.  As  I  was  paffing  her  houfe  one  day, 
{he  called  me  in  to  examine  it. 

I  DISCOVERED  a  tumour,  about  the 
fize  of  a  hazel  nut,  upon  the  upper  part  of 
the  nofe,  rather  inclining  to  the  right  fide. 
Its  bafis  adhered  to  the  os  nafi,  very  near, 
and  a  little  above  that  part,  where  the  ten¬ 
don  of  the  orbicularis  mufcle  is  inferred, 
and  it  was  fo  fixed,  hard,  and  immove- 
-able,  that  I  imagined  it  to  have  been  an 
exoilofis. 
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1  ADVISED  her  to  rub  into  the  part, 
every  night  and  morning*  fome  mercurial 
ointment.-i— believe  it  was  three  months 
after  this  time  before  I  faw  the  poor  wo¬ 
man  again. — —At  this  period,  the  tumour 
was  much  increafed,  extending  its  dimen- 
fions  on  every  fide,  particularly  toward 
the  eye ;  and  part  of  it  having  approached 
near  the  orbit*  in  fuch  a  degree  as  to  prefs 
upon  the  faccus  lachrymalis,  occafioned  the 
tears  to  diftil  down  the  cheek.  The  mod: 
prominent  part  of  the  fwelling  was  foft, 
but  its  circumference  Hill  retained  a  bon»y 
hardnefs.  The  patient  began  to  have  a 
dull  pain  in  the  part,  which  extended  to 
the  temple  and  right  fide  of  the  forehead. 

As  the  cafe  appeared  then  very  lingular, 

I  took  every  opportunity  of  Ihewfng  it  to 
furgeons^of  my  acquaintance.  Although 
none  of  them  could  define  the  exaft  na¬ 
ture  of  the  difeafc,  they  all  agreed*  that, 
from  the  apparent  fluftuation  in  the  moft 
prominent  part,  there  mull  be  a  fluid 
within.  In  a  confultation,  at  which  four 
furgeons  were  prefent,  it  was  determined 

F  that 
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that  an  incilion  fhould  be  made  into  the 
body  of  the  tumour,  to  evaeuate  the  fluid, 
and  that  if  any  thing  further  was  done, 
the  future  proceflfes  of  the  operation  fhould 
be  regulated  by  circumflances  as  they  arofe. 
The  neceflity  of  fome  attempts  to  relieve 
the  patient  was  urged,  on  account  of  the 
large  fize  of  the  tumour,  of  the  great  dif- 
pofition  which  it  difcovered  to  increafe 
every  day,  and  the  probability  there  -was 
that  the  globe  of  the  eye  would  be  injured, 
or  entirely  deflroyed,;  by  the  further  pro* 
grefs  of  the  difeafe; 

In  purfuance  of  this  refolution,  and  in 
prefence  of  the  gentlemen  who  advifed  the 
meafure,  I  made  an  incifion  through  the 
integuments,  the  whole  length  of  the  tu* 
mour,  and  afterward  divided  a  thick  carti- 
laginous*  cyfl,  but,  to  our  great  furprife, 
not  one  drop  of  any  fluid  was  evacuated, 
except  fuch  a  quantity  of  blood  as  might 
be  fuppofed  to  flow  from  the  incifions: 
the  cavity  of  the  tumour  feemed  to  be 
filled  up  with  a  fungui* 


The 
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The  queftions  now  were.  Whether  we’ 
fliould  flop,  t)r  Whether  we  Ihould  pro-> 
cced,  and  attempt  the  extirpation  of  the 
whole  ?-^The  great  extent  of  the  bafis  of 
the  tumour,  its  firm  adherence  every  where 
to  the  fubjacent  bones,  and  the  incom- 
preffible  hardnefs  of  its  fides,  were  argu¬ 
ments  againft  the  prudence  of  the  enter- 
prize  ;  the  fituation  of  part  of  the  tumour 
within  the  orbit,  and  the  probability  that 
the  bones  of  the  nofe,  &c.  partook  of  the 
mifchief,  in  a  fituation  too  deep  to  be 
reached  by  any  efforts  of  art,  furnifhed 
prefumptive  proofs  of  the  impracticability 
of  the  operation.  The  wound  was  there¬ 
fore  drefied  up  in  the  common  manner, 
and  it  healed  in  a  little  time,  without  de-^ 
monftrating  the  lead:  appearance  of  any 
kind  of  malignity.  The  fwelling  kept  on 
increafing  as  ufiial,  extending  lower  down 
by  the  fide  of  the  nofe,  and  the  eye  be¬ 
gan  to  be  pufhed  out  of  its  focket.  '  f 

\ 

In  this  deplorable  fituation,  I  was  very 
defiroiis  that  the  poor  woman  might  have 
the  beft  advice  poffible,  and  therefore  fent 

F  2  her 
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her  to  London,  recommended  her  to  the 
care  of  Mr.  William  Sharp,  and  acquainted 
him  by  letter,  that  if  he  could  give  her 
•  the  leaft  encouragement,  fhe  would  fub- 
mit  to  any  thing  he  advifed,  and  flay  in 
London  as  long  as  he  thought  proper. 

'  Mr.  Sharp  was  fo  obliging  as  to  pro¬ 
cure  for  her  the  joint  opinion  of  the  fur- 
geons  of  St.  Bartholomew's- hofpital.  Thofe 
gentlemen,  upon  a  confideration  of  the  cafe, 
agreed  that  the  extirpation  of  the  tumour 
could  not  be  undertaken  with  any  profpedt 
of  fuccefs ;  and  therefore  nothing  could  be 
done  but  to  palliate  the  fymptoms.  After 
flaying  fome  days  in  London,  fhe  returned 
to  Coventry. 

.  Her  complaints  then  became  every  day 
gradually  worfe,  and  fhe  had  frequent  re¬ 
turns  of  haemorrhage  from  the  nofe,  which 
reduced  her  flrength  fo  much,  that  her 
life  was  not  apprehended  to  be  of  long 
continuance.  By  means,  however,  of  the 
bark,  a  nouri(hing  diet,  the  ufe  of  opiates 
(when  her  pain  made  them  neceflary)  and 

the 
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the  faturnlne  water  of  Goulard,  applied 
cold  to  the  tumour,  flie  recovered  her 
flrength  wonderfully,  and  the  returns  of 
haemorrhage  were  much  lefs  frequent.  In 
proportion  to  the  increafe  of  the  tumour, 
and  confequent  diftention  of  the  parts,  her 
pain  augmented,  and  the  ufe  of  opium  in 
^  large  dofes,  became  more  than  ever  ne- 
celTary. 

Three  months  before  her  death,  which 
,  happened  two  years  after  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  difeafe,  the  noftril  of  the  af- 
fedled  fide  appeared  to  have  been  filled  up 
with  a  hard  fubftance,  of  the  fcirrhous 
polypous  kind ;  and  the  other  fo  com- 
prefled  by  its  bulk,  that  the  nofe  appeared 
ftrangely  diftorted,  and  there  feemed  to 
be  no  paflage  even  for  air,  through  the 
nollrils  into  the  lungs. 

At  this  period,  the  globe  of  the  right 
eye  was  entirely  thruji  out  of  the  focket ; 
and,  notwithftanding  the  great  elongation 
which  the  optic  nerve  mufl:  necelTarily  have 
fuftained,  before  this  wonderful  change  of 

F  3  fituatioia 
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fituation  could  have  taken  place,  the  poor 
woman  could  fee  to  read  a  large  print, 
when  the  other  eye  was  covered.  This 
can  only  be  explained  by  the  very  gradual, 
^nd  almoft  imperceptible  manner,  in  which 
this  event  happened.  The  pupil  was  capa¬ 
ble  of  free  expanfion  and  contradlion,  but 
the  circle  at  all  times  was  rather  larger  than 
it  ihould  have  been  in  a  natural  ftate  of 
the  eye. 

About  a  fortnight  before  ihe  died, 
the  polypous  excrefcence  appeared  exter¬ 
nally  through  the  right  noftril,  and  from 
the  reparation  of  a  flough  about  the  center 
of  the  tumour,  the  fame  fungous  appearance 
prefented.  No  other  circumftances  of  this 
extraordinary  cafe  happened  worth  relatr 
ing,  except  that  a  little  time  before  her 
deceafe,  there  was  a  confidetable  hemor¬ 
rhage  from  the  noftril.-^— At  length,  worn 
out  with  pain,  weaknefs,  and  fatigue,  death  - 
put  a  welcome  period  to  her  fufferings.  It 
is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  I  could  not 
procure  permiffion  to  examine  the  ftate  of 
the  parts  after  her  deceafe. 

A 
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A  CANCEROUS  DISEASE  of 
the  MOUTH,  fuccefsfully  treated. 

RS.  E— — n,  of  Warwick,  at  the  Case  XV. 
latter  end  of  the  year  1769  perceived 
a  fmall  fwelHng  within  her  upper  lip.  Some 
little  time  after  its  firft  appearance  it  was 
attended  with  pains,  (hooting  over  the 
roof  of  the  mouth  toward  the  throat. 

The  neighbouring  parts  became  hard,  her 
pains  increafed,  the  point  firft  affedted  ul¬ 
cerated,  and  the  difeafe  fpread  toward  the 
throat.  At  the  expiration  of  two  years, 
when  all  her  complaints,  inftead  of  giving 
way  to  the  methods  that  had  been  tried 
for  her  relief,  appeared  to  be  exafperated, 

(he  was  fuppofed  to  be  incurable  by  the 
gentlemen  who  had  attended  her. 

In  this  fituation  (he  came  to  Coventry, 
in  June  1772.  I  found  her  then  much 
emaciated,  with  an  heftic  fever ;  the  dif¬ 
eafe  had  fpread  into  her  throat ;  her  up¬ 
per  lip  and  gums  were  almoft  deftroyed  5 
and  the  parts  around  the  fore  were  indu- 
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rated  and  tumefied.  Her  nights  were  pafled 
without  fleep,  on  account  of  the  contw 
nual  lancinating  pain  under  which  fiie 
laboured.  Her  appetite  was  gone,  her 
pulfe  was  quick,  and  {he  had  for  fome 
time  been  weakened  by  exceflive  noctur¬ 
nal  fweats* 

p-  She  was  defired  to  confine  herlelf  as 

much  as  poflible  to  a  milk  diet,  joined  with 
rice,  and  when  thirfly,  to  drink  the  malt 
infufion.  Three  times  every  day  fhe  took 
an  antifeptic  draught  I  defired  her  to 
take  into  her  mouth  often,  half  a  large 
fpoonful  of  a  mixture  of  the  expreflTed 
juices  of  the  leaves  of  hemlock  and  the 
roots  of  carrot,  in  equal  quantities  3  and 
every  night, 'at  bed- time,  an  anodyne  pill  -f* 
was  adminiftered. 

R  Infuf.  cort.  Per.  frigid.  ^ 

Tindt.  cort.  Hux.  -  3  ii. 

El.  vit.  acid.  —  gutt.  xx. 

Syr.  e  cort.  aur.  3  i.  M. 

Fiat  hauftus. 

f  R  Extr.  cicut^,  gr.  v. 

- -  Thebaic,  gr.  i; 

f.  pilula. 
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After  purfuing  this  plan  a  fortnight, 
her  acute  pains  were  leffened,  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  afpeft  of  the  fore  was  clearly  not 
worfe  than  when  we  began,  which  afforded 
lome  kind  of  encouragement  to  proceed. 

The  draught  was  continued  twice  a  day  26. 
only,  the  elixir  vitrioli  omited,  and  half 
a  grain  of  mercurius  corrofivus  fublimatus, 
diffolved  in  a  fmall  quantity  of  proof  fpi- 
rit,  added  to  each.  The  anodyne  pill  was 
taken  as  before,  and  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of 
a  decodtion  *  ordered  to  be  drank  every 
night  and  morning.- — Amendment  was 
then  vifible  every  day  :  in  lefs  than  a  month 
the  indurated  fides  of  the  fore  foftened^ 
the  cavity  leffened ;  the  pains  were  almoft 
gone ;  the  night  fweats  ceafed ;  and  her 
health  in  every  reipedt  was  better. 

Her  mouth  was  at  that  time  becom.e 
fore,  from  the  effedls  of  the  fublimate; 

*  R  Rad.  farfse  incif.  ^  ii. 

Cort.  Peruv.  contuf.  ^  i.  coque  llmul  in  aquaj 
fontana?  iii.  ad  ii,  cola  S(  addc  aq.  cin. 

fort.  J  ii? 


but 
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bUt  fuch  evident  advantages  appeared  to 
have  arifen  from  it,  that*  I  did  not  chufe 
to  incur  any  hazard  of  ftopping  the  pro- 
grefs*  of  a  fuccefsful  treatment,  to  avoid  a 
merely  local  inconvenience.  When  there 
feemed  to  be  any  danger  of  falivation,  it 
was  prevented^  by  wafhing '  the  mouth 
with  the  faturnine  water  of  Goulard,  and 
keeping  her  bowels  open.  The  corrofive 
fublimate,  therefore,  and  the  other  medi¬ 
cines  were  continued,  until  the  cure  was 
completed. 

On  the  i8th  of  September  1772,  Mrs. 
E — ^  returned  to  Warwick,  perfedly 
well ;  and  although  it  is  now  more  than 
fix  years  fince  (he  was  under  my  care,  flie 
has  not  experienced  the  leafl:  return  of  her 
complaint 

*  The  late  Mr.  Gooch,  in  his  laft  publication,  hath 
given  us  an  account  of  the  good  effedls  of  fublimate  in  a 
cancerous  cafe,  nearly  limilar  to  the  above.  Med.  an4 
Chirurg.  Obferv,  p.  145. 


An 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  the  extirpation  of 
a  large  TUMOUR  of  the  Ranula 


kind. 


R  S.  of  Warwick,  applied C  as e  XV'I, 

to  me  for  the  relief  of  a  large 


ing  under  her  chin.-r- — It  occupied  all  the 
fpace  under  the  lower  jaw,  and  its  inferior 
point  extended  as  low  as  the  thyroid  gland* 
It  appeared  very  large  likewife  within  the 
mouth,  under  the  tongue,  which  was 
ihruft  againft  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  and, 
by  its  preflure  upon  the  epiglottis,  made 
the  adtion  of  breathing  fometimes  difii^ 
cult ;  during  the  time  ihe  flept,  (he  was 
obliged  to  lie  with  her  mouth  quite  open. 

- - She  was  thirty-fix  years  of  age ;  and 

the  fwelling  had  been  gradually  forming 
ever  fince  her  infancy.  At  the  age  of  fix- 
teen  it  almofl:  vaniflied,  then  increafed 
again ;  and  from  that  period  to  the  time  I 
faw  her,  it  became  continually  larger,  al¬ 
though  its  increafe  was  flow,  and  almoft 
imperceptible.— -She  had  taken  a  great 


variety 
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variety  of  medicines,  but  without  any  ad¬ 
vantage. 

I  INFORMED  her  flie  could  have  no 
chance  of  a  cure  without  the  affiftance  of 
the  knife.  She  replied,  that  fhe  came  to 
Coventry  to  fubmit  to  any  thing  1  fliould 
propofe  for  her  advantage. 

Sept,  i8.  Having  her  head  well  fecured  betwixt 
the  knees  of  a  perfon  fitting  down,  and, 
with  the  approbation  of  Mr.  Harrold,  I 
made  two  incifions  through  the  integu¬ 
ments,  whofe  points  meeting  each  other 
at  the  fuperior  and  inferior  parts  of  the  tu¬ 
mour,  defcribed  a  figure  nearly  oval ;  and 

the  fkin  was  afterwards  difledled  on  each 

; 

fide  toward  the  bafis.  The  cyft  not  being 
yet  expofed,  the  incifion  was  continued 
through  the  platyfma  myoides,  and  the 
mylo-hyoidei  mufcles.  Upon  dividing  the 
cyft,  which  was  extremely  thick,  about 
'  twelve  ounces  of  curdled  matter  were  dif- 

I 

charged.  I  cut  away  all  the  anterior  part 
of  the  cyft  5  and  after  taking  up  three  ar¬ 
teries,  which  bled  very  freely,  filled  the 
-  »  cavity 
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cavity  of  the  wound  with  dry  lint. - Af¬ 

ter  the  operation,  flie  was  ordered  to  drink 
plentifully  of  diluent  liquors,  to  gargle  her 
mouth  often  in  the  day  with  a  repellent 
cooling  application,  and  at  night  to  take 
an  opiate. 

The  parts  were  in  great  pain,  tenfe.  Sept.  ig. 
and  hot  j  the  membrane  of  the  mouth  was 
thickened,  and  there  had  been  a  large  dif- 

eharge  of  faliva. - Some  blood  was  taken  '  i 

from  the  arm,  a  clyfter  ordered,  the  gargle 
was  continued,  and  the  opiate  repeated  at 
night. 

The  ly mptoms  were  much  more  favour-  _ 20. 

ablej  £he  relied  well,  and  the  pain  and 
heat  of  the  parts  were  abated. 

Upon  removing  the  dreflings,  I  dif-  _ zz, 

covered  the  mufcles  had  contradled  fo 
much  (the  fmall  opening  which  commu¬ 
nicated  with  the  remaining  part  of  the 
cyll,  being  now  contradled  fo  much  as 
fcarcely  to  admit  my  finger  through  it) 
that  I  feared  the  aperture  might  be  obli¬ 
terated. 
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teratcd,  before  we  could  procure  a  deftruc^ 
tion  of  the  cyft.  To  prevent  this  efFedi, 
I  introduced  a  bit  of  prepared  fpunge. 

Sept.  23.  The  fpunge  having  fufficiently  dilated 
the  aperture  of  the  mufcles,  fome  of  the 
caufticum  commune  fortius  was  fpread  up* 
on  lint,  and  introduced  upon  the  point  of 
my  finger,  into  contadt  with  the  cyft, 
where  it  was  held  for  the  fpace  of  half  an 
hour,  when  I  thought  it  probable  that  a 

fufficient  flough  might  be  produced. - -In  a 

few  days  the  cyft  began  to  loofen,  and  fooo 
-  '  after  digefted  off  1  new  granulations  arofei 

in  fix  weeks  the  wound  healed  1  and  the 
patient  returned  home  in  perfedl  health. 


The 


) 
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The  CURE  ofaRANULA,  hy 
incifion  and  cauftic. 

T  WAS  confulted  in  the  cafe  of  Mifs  Case  XVII. 

P - '»  of  Wooton  in  the  county 

Warwick,  who  had  a  tumour  of  two 
year’s  continuance  under  the  tongue.  I 
hoped,  after  the  containing  fluid  fhould 
be  evacuated,  and  the  fides  of  the  cyft 

made  to  adhere,  that  a  cure  might  be 
obtained. 

For  this  purpofe  I  pafled  a  large  crook¬ 
ed  needle,  armed  with  a  ftrong  ligature, 
within  the  mouth,  from  one  fide  of  the  bafis 
of  the  tumour  to  the  other.  About  two  large 
Ipoonfuls  of  a  fluid,  in  confiftence  like  the 
white  of  an  egg,  were  dilcharged;  and 
the  ends  of  the  thread  were  left  to  hang 
out  of  the  patient  s  mouth,  that  they 
might  be  drawn  from  fide  to  fide  every 
day,  ...  , 

As  foon  as  the  difcharge  of  the  vifcid 
fluid  ceafed,  the  feton  was  withdrawn, 

5  and 
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and  in  a  little  time  {he  appeared  well. - - 

In  lefs  than  a  month’s  time  the  fwelling 
became  as  large  as  ever.  I  then  cut  away 
a  circular  portion  of  the  membrane  of  the 
.  mouth,  and  on  the  fucceeding  day  applied 
the  cauftic,  in  the  fame  manner  as  hath 
been  related^ in  the  preceding  cafe.  The 
cyft  was  in  this  manner  efFeftually  deftroy- 
ed  ;  and  the  .pa.tient  afterward  continued, 
free  from  any  return  of  her  complaint 

■  To 

A 

*  The  cure  of  the  ranula  can  never  be  obtained  by 
fimply  opening  the  tumour. 

Stalpart.’  Vander-Wiel  relates  a  cafe,  where  a  ranula 
had  been  opened  three  times  without  fuccefs ;  and  at  lafl 
the  cure  was  obtained  by  corrofive  applications.  Tom.  I. 
Vide  Schenkius,  Obf.  388.  lib.  10. 

Pare  recommends  the  adlual  cautery.  Lib.  Vll. 

Chap.  V. 

In  a  cafe  of  this  kind,  Tulpius  obferves  that  the  cure 
was  obtained  by  hot  iron.  Obferv.  Med.  Lib.  1.  Cap. 
52.  p.  1 03 o' 

Barbette,'  after  incilion,  employed  an  efcharotic  pow¬ 
der.  Anatom,  pag.  1 15. 

’  Rofius  advifes  that,  after  having  opened  the  tumour 
with  a  fcalpel,  it  fhould  be  drcffcd  with  lint,  faturated 

with  alum  water.  Obferv.  Chirurg.  p.  143. 

yan  Swieten  relates  a  cafe  of  a  large  ranula  cured  by 
incifion,ancl  the  ufe  of  an  allringent  fomentation.  Com¬ 
ment.  in  Aphor.  Bocrh,  §.  796. 

*  ' 
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To  D  R.  ASH. 

Sir, 

r  ;  V  5 

f 

“T  HE  following  cafe  of  the  fcarlet 
fever  ^  (the  prefent  epidemic  of 
**  this  county)  having  been  attended  with 
very  lingular  circumftances,  I  flatter 
myfelf  a  Ihort  hiftory  of  it  will  not  be 
“  difpleafing  to  you.  I  am,  &c/’ 

Marchettis  recommends  the  juice  of  the  chelidonium 
*iajus  viilgare,  to  deliroy  the  cyft.  Velchius  advifes  the 
,fame  application.  Obferv.  Medic.  Epif.  26.  p.  17. 

M.  de  la  Faye  defcribes  the  cafe  of  a  ranula  fo  large^ 
that  it  prevented  the  patient  from  opening  the  mouth,  or 
fpeaking :  it  was  cured  by  incifion  and  cauftic. 

Dionis  obferves,  that  the  fimple  opening  of  the  tu¬ 
mour  will  not  Slfed  a  cure  :  therefore  he  advifes  the  part 

to  be  drelfed,  after  incifion,  with  the  vitriolic  acid  and 
mel  rofarum.  > 

M.  Louis  declares  that  he  hath  opened  many  of  thele 
tumours  by  incilion,  and  they  have  been  reproduced  in  a 
ihort  fpace  of  time.  He  contends  that  the  ranula  is  oc- 
calioned  by  a  dilatation  of  the  fublingual  falivary  gland, 
in  confequence  of  a  difeafe  or  obliteration  of  the  excre¬ 
tory  dufl :  and  therefore  the  difeafe  cannot  properly  be 
called  an  eneyfted  tumour.  Vid.  FEncydopedie,  article 
Grenouillette. 

Febris  anginofa.  Huxham.  Scarlatina  anginofa. 
Sauvage,  Scarlatina.  Plenciz, 

G  ON 
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Case  XVIII.  the  14th  of  Odober  laft  Elizabeth 

Green,  a  healthy  young  woman,  of 
Stoke  in  this  neighbourhood,  was  feized 
with  a  fliivering  fit,  which  was  foon  fuc- 
ceeded  by  heat,  thirft,  and  other  febrile 
fymptorrts.  The  next  day  her  mouth  and 
throat  were  fo  painful,  that  (he  fwallowed 
'  with  the  titmoft  difficulty.  On  the  third 
day  a  fcarlet  rafli  made  its*  appearance  on. 
her  arrns,  neck,  and  other  parts.  Thefe 
iyrnptpms  continued  until  the  fifth  day, 
when  ffie  became  delirious ;  and  having 
been  fbr  fome  hours  incapable  of  fwallow- 
ing  liquids,  or  of  breathing  without  great 
difficulty,  by  a  violent  exertion  of  cough¬ 
ing  and  retching,  fhe  brought  up  fome 
bloody  matter,  and  a  great  quantity  of 
membranous  floughs,  *  After  this  difcharge 
'  0ie  could  Twallow  much  better,  and  with 
lefs  pain*5  but  the  fever  and  its  fymptoms 
continued  until  the  fourteenth  day^  whcQ 
I  was  firft  defired  to  vifit  her. 

■  I  F  o  u  N  D  her  extremely  ill :  her^pulfe  was 
quick  and  weak ;  tier'lkia  hot  and  dry ;  and 

the 
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the  epidermis  univerfally  peeling  off  in 
Icales.  Her  throat  was,  (he  faid,  better  ^ 
but  I  had  no  opportunity  of  examining  the 
Rate  of  it,  the  mufcles  of  the  lower  jaw 
being Yo  rigid,  that  fhe  could  only  open 
her  mouth  to  admit  the  extremity  of  a  tea^ 
fpoon.  She  complained  of  much  pain  on 
the  left  fide  of  the  neck,  where,  upon  ex^ 
amination,  was  difcovered  a  very  perceptible 
induration.  I  thought  there  might  be  fome 
chance  of  a  fuppuration  taking  place  in  this 
part,  which  might  prove  ferviceable  to  the 
cafe,  and  therefore  directed  an  emollient 
cataplafm,  to  which  was  added  a  propor¬ 
tion  of  flour  of  muftard;  fufficient  to- com¬ 
municate  a  heat  to  the  Ikin.  Every  fourth, 
hour  the  was  ordered  to  take  two  oupces 
of  decoiflion  of  bark,  mixed  with  half  ^ 
drachm  of  the  cordial  confedion. 

The  hext  day  (the  fifteenth)  I  was 
liaftily  fent  for,  her  friends  fuppofing  fhe 
was  dying.  She  had  fainted;  and, ^ when 
I  faw  her,  all  the  mufcles  of  the  right  arni 
and  leg  were  violently  convulfed.  She 
continued  in  this  ftate  two  hours,  and  theri 

G  z  th« 
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the  fpafm  ceafed.  I  made  no  other  altera¬ 
tion  in  the  treatment,  than  adding  five 
grains  of  camphor  to  each  dofe  of  cordial 
mixture.  In  the  night  the  convulfions 
returned,  attended  with  a  rattling  in  the 
throat.  After  the  paroxyfm  left  her,  Ihe 
lay  fome  time  in  a  ftate,  in  which  her 
friends  again  fuppofed  Ihe  had  but  a  Ihort 
time  to  live :  the  recovered,  however,  a 
little,  and  defired  to  drink  fome  cold 
water. 

» 

On  the  lixteenth  the  convulfions  return-^ 
ed  three  or  four  times.,  with  equal  vio¬ 
lence  ;  and  in  the  intervals  fhe  complained 
of  great  pains  of  the  neck.  Her  cordial 
medicine  with  wine  was  perfifted  in,  and 
the  flimulating  cataplafm  continued. 

On  the  feventeenth  day  I  perceived  an 
obfcure  fludluation  in  the  fide  of  the  neck ; 
and  apprehending  that  an  external  opening 
for  the  matter  would  afford  the  heft  chance 
of  recovery,  I  made  an  incifion,  three  parts 
of  an  inch  in  length,  through  the  integu¬ 
ments,  under  the  angle  of  the  jaw",  and 
-  '  near 
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near  the  anterior  edge  of  the  fterno-maf- 
toideus  mufcle ;  then  pufliing  the  knife 
on,  about  two  ounces  of  very  oiFenfive 
matter  were  difeharged.  The  drain  con¬ 
tinued  large  for  feveral  days ;  but,  after 
the  operation,  fhe  never  had  the  leajl  re^ 
turn  of  convulfions,  the  febrile  lymptoms 
gradually  abated,  and  every  appearance  of 
danger  is  now  entirely  gone ;  a  great  de¬ 
gree  of  weaknefs  only  remaining,  which 
will  probably  require  a  conltderable  length 
of  time  to  remove* 


Coventry, 
Nov.  1 6,  1778. 


The  - 


i 


CASES  AND  REMAR 


RS 


The  HISTORY  of  a  fatal  DISEASE 
of  the  OESOPHAGUS,  occafioned 
by  an  accident. 

i  '  -  '  '  > 

r 

Case  XIX.fN  the  month  of  January,  1776,  one 
*  Thurfton,  a  barber,  having  a  difpute 
with  a  man,  received  an  injury.- in'  his 
throat,  by  a  rough  flick  being^with  vio¬ 
lence,  pufhed  down  it.'  Some  blood  was' 
difchafged ;  and  the  next  day,  finding -his 
throat  fore,  he  called  upon  me.  ■  I  was  not 
at  home,  and  he  neglefted  to  procure  any 
affiflance  until  a  month  had  paffed,  when 
I  was  defired  to  vifit  him,. 


He  complained  then  of  3  moil  violent 
pain  in  the  fide  of  the  neck,  could  fwal- 
low  nothing  but  fluids,  and  thofe  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty. — -I  had  not  an  op- 
portuiiity  of  examining  the  throat,  as  the 
pain  and  rigidity  of  the  mufcles  prevented 
hirn  from  moving  the  lower  jaw. 

,,1  TREATED  the  complaint  atfirft  as  an 
inflammatory  quinfey,  by  bleeding,  clyf- 
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ters,  antiphlogiftic  gargles,  and  blifiiers.*— — 
On  the  fourth  day  from  the  time  I  firft  faw 
him,  after  a  very  reftlefs  night,  he  brought* 
up  fuddenly  a  large  quantity  of  puriilent'and 
very  ofFenfive  matter.  The  fymptoms 
were,  in  confequence  of  this,  in  fome  mea-. 
fure  abated>  and  I  had  hopes  that  the  fup- 
puration  vv^ould  have  proved  the  crifis  of 
the.difeafe  ^  but  in  this  expedation  I  was 
difappoifited :  the  quantity  of  matter,  in- 
ftead  of  leffening,  continually  increafed. 
On  fome  days,  indeed^  it  appeared  very* 
fmall,  then  it  ufed  fuddenly  to  ihcreafe ;; 
probably  occafioned  by  a  lodgement  in 
fome  part  of  the  cefophagus,  .or  from  the 
matter  finding  its  way  into  the.flomach, 
from  whence  it  was,  every  third  or  fourth 
day,  dfeharged  by  vomiting.  . 

A  s  there  was  ^  then  much  reafon  to 
fear  the  patient  would  fink  under  fuch  a 
long  continued  difcHarge  of  matter,  or  fuf- 
fer  from  its  abforption  into  the  fyftem, 
every  method  was  taken  to  prevent,  as 
much  as  pofiible,  thefe  effeds.  The  bark 
was  very  liberally  adminifteredi  the  parts 

G  4  were 
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were  conftantly  wailied  with  an  antifeptic 
gargle ;  a  milk  and  vegetable  diet  w^as  en¬ 
joined;  and  a  conftant  circulation  of  frefli' 
air  was  procured  through  the  chamber* 
but  to  no  good  purpofe:  the  patient  be-- 
came  weaker;  the  hedtic  fymptoms  ad¬ 
vanced  ;  and  the  difcharge  of  matter  was 
every  day  augmented* 

I N  the  beginning,  of  March  (three 
months  from  the.  time  the  injury  was  re¬ 
ceived)  I  obferved  a  blufh  of  inflammation 
on  the  fide  of  the  neck,  againfl:  which  the 
patient  defcribed  the  flick  to  have  been 
pufhed ;  and  hoping  that  we  might  pre¬ 
vent  the  matter  from  draining  into  the  fto- 
inach  by  an  external  opening,  I  ordered 
an  emollient  poultice  to  the  part,  which 
was  continued  eight  days.  I  then  diredled 
another  cataplafm,  xompofed  of  the  farina 
of  linfeed  and  water,  to  which  a  fmall 
quantity  of  the  powder  of  muftard  was 
added.  This  application  occafioncd  pain ; 
in  a  little  time  a  tumour  was  formed,  and, 
as  foon  as  a  fludluation  was  evident,  I 
opened  it  by  cauflic,  and  let  out  about 

four 
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four  ounces  of  matter,  the  moft  putrid  I 
ever  remember  to  have  ’feed..  )  When  the. 
efchar  fepara,ted, '  the  fat;pfithe  cellular 
membrane  appeared  to  have- been  entitely 
melted  away  j  the  carotid  artery  was  ex- 
pofedj  and  the  mufeles  were’as  clean  as  if 
they  had  been  differed.  The  external 
opening  appeared  to  communicate  with  the 
internal  ulcer,  as  fome  parts  of  the  food 
were  now  and  then  difeharged  through  it. 

The  patient  was  ordered  to  lie  upon- 
the  fide  aiFedted,  that  the  matter  might 
have  a  more  depending  drain  j  the  anti- 
fepticplan  was  ftridlly  continued,  and  every- 
precaution  taken  that  might  afford  a  chance 
of  recovery.  But  the  matter  became  more; 
acrimonious,  and  increafed  in  quantity  ; 
his  ftrength  leffened ;  a  diarrhma  came  on  \ 
and  in  June  (fix  months  from  .the  date  of 

his  complaint)  he  died,  emaciated  to  the. 
greatefl  degree. 

"  "“V 
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An  A  C  C  O  U  N  T'  of^a  wound  of  the 


T  R  A  G  H  E  A,  whictf  proved  mortal' 
A  from  an  uncommon  caufe^i 


Case  XX.  the  4th  of  ' March, a  yourigT 

rrr:  i^^wman^'lof  this  city,  lA  a  fit  of  de- 
fpdndencyj-cuthet  throatJ^^  Soon  after  ihe* 
\M^s^dif^6vfefedV^  lifaw  her.— ^  dP 


vided^  ^with  penknife,  the  whole  annu¬ 
lar  fubftance  of  the  trachea,  juft  beneath 
the^'thyrckl  bartilage  f  ‘had^  Ibft  a  great 
qu^nt^ity'-ef^Woedi  arid  was  incapable  of 
fpeaMrig.-— ^By  ■  two  ftitches^of^  the  inter-* 
n^pted^utufO,  aflifted  by  'flips  of  flicking 
plaifteri  I  brought  the  fides^of  the  wound 
the  integMMs  into  coiitkilf  l  ^  ^ 

'-Y  J  ‘  t  .  .  -  .  »  1.  * 

k  i  »  ■  1  *  t  *  -  .t‘ 

's.  /i4ii  **  V 

:  'The  next  day  the  patient  was  in  a  pro-^ 
diifing  way,  and  was  capablejof  fpeakingr 
-i*^On  the  third  day  ftie  had  a  violent? 
cough ;  and,  upon  removing  the  dreflings,’ 
the  greateft  part  of  the  air,  in  the  ad  of 
expiration,  ibemed  to  efcape  through  the 
wound,  with  an  uncommon  noife. - With 

a  view  to  moderate  the  cough,  flie  wa&^ 

ordered 
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ordered  an  anodyne  lindils,  and  a  large 
blifter  was  applied  to  the  back..  She  was- 
direfted  to  abftain  from  every  thing  acri¬ 
monious  .or  heating  j  nouriihment  was  al¬ 
ways  given  her  in  a  liquid  form;  and^  to 
promote  a  regular  difcharge  from  the*  in- 
teftinai  canal,  a  clylter  iwas  :adminiftered‘ 
every  evening.  ■ .  :  ;  ■  J,  .  .  ... 

I-  *  »•  :  r 

.  .  ,  V  '  i  «  . 

By  degrees  the  cough  abated,  and  evelry 
day  there  feemed  to  be  more  reafon  to 
tertain  hopes  of  a  Favourable  termination 
of  the  cafe.  At  the  expiration  of  thfee 
weeks  ihe  was  capable  of  fitting  up  ;  ?  tfao 
wound  was  very  much  dimiififlied  in  fize, 
and  the  mucous  difcharge  leffened  at  every 
drefling.  In  the  fourth  week  the  wound 
was  nearly  healed,  when  the  patient  was 
feized  with  a  difficulty  of,  breathing,  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  fenfeof  fuffobation ;  and^  ' 
after  a  coiitinuance  anddncreafe  of  thel^ 
fymptoms  during  the  fpa^  of  twenty-foui: 
hours,  ffie  died,  ’ 

I  <  ■  s  ■  '  ^ 

I  DISSECTED  the  parts  Ihe  day  after  her 
deceafe,  affifted  by  IVIr.  Harrold.- — -The 

external 
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external  wound  had  been  contradled  fo 
much,  that  there  was  then  only  room  to 
introduce  a  probe,  which  paffed  very  freely 
into  the  trachea  downward.  The  cicatrix 
adhered  very  firmly  to  the  inferior  part  of 
the  divided  trachea,  but  the  fuperior  por¬ 
tion  had  retraced  half  an  inch,  and  its 
cavity  was  fo  much  filled  up  by  granulations 
of  flejhy  that  there  did  not  appear  room  for 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  air  to  pafs  through 
it  to  dilate  the  lungs  5  and  when  the  exter¬ 
nal  wound  became  fo  fmall  that  the  lungs 
could  not  be  fupplied  with  air  from  that 
fource,  ,a  difRculty  of  breathing  com¬ 
menced,  and"  at  length  the  patient  was 
fuffocated,  by  the  very  efforts  which  na- 
tiire  made  to  heal  the  divided  parts, 

.Some  time  before  this  cafe  occurred, 
Mr..  Harrold  did  me  the  favour  to  defire  I 
would  fee  a  patient  of  his,  who  had  cut 
into  the  cavity  of  the  trachea,  betwixt  the 

cricoid  and  thyroid  cartilages. - In  this 

cafe  the  integuments  only  had  been  united 
by  ligature,'  and  the  patient,  in  every  re- 
fpeft,  feemed  to  he  in  a  fituation  as  re-^ 

mote 
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mote  from  danger  as  could  be  imagined : 
neverthelefs,  in  the  fifth  night  he  fuddenly 
died. 

I  ATTENDED  the  examination  of  the 
body ;  and  the  immediate  caufe  of  death. 
In  this  infiance,  appeared  to  us  to  have 
been  occafioned  by  the  rupture  of  a  fmall 
artery,  the  blood  from  which  not  having 
a  ready  external  palTage,  had  found  its 
way  into  the  trachea,  and  there  formed 
a  coagulum,  which  plugged  up  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  windpipe,  and  fuffocated  the 
patient,  by  preventing  the  accefs  of  air  to 
the  lungs.  When  we  took  out  the  coagu¬ 
lated  blood,  it  appeared  to  have  branched 
out  into  the  ramifications  of  the  alpejia 
arteria, 

Q^ery.  Would  the  fewing  up  the 
windpipe,  and  leaving  the  external  wound 
open,  in  both  or  either  of  thefe  calcs,  have 
afforded  a  better  chance  of  recovery  ? 


CASE'S  kND  REMARKS 

A.  very  fingular  affedion  of  the  OE  S  O* 
P  H  A  G  U  S,  which  occalioned  the 
.  death  of  the  patient, 

»  /K  /  :  ,  .  ■  \  i  \  i  ‘ 

•  y  .  '  a  -  * '  *  ‘ 

^  “ 

H  E  tefophagus  (whofe  found  ftate  is 
'  of  thb  titmoft  confequence  to  the  ani¬ 
mal  machine)'  is  fubjea  to  many  and  very 
dangerous  difeafcs.  Amongft  the  caufcs 
that  have  occbfioned  a  difficult  deglutition, 
have  been  mentioned  fpafms  *}  ulcers  j  a 
fcirrhovls  induration  of  the  coat's  of  the 
cefophagus  f ,  or  'bf  the  numerous  lym¬ 
phatic  §lands^  tl  nearly  in  contad  with  it  j 
and  facculi,  or  preternfatural  pouches  §. 

:  -J  'I  ' 

'  an.account'Df  acafpiofthis  kind,  enr^  by  antifpaf- 
modics,  is  related  by  Dr.  Percival.  Med,  Tranlaft, 
Vol.  II.  p.  90. 

-J-  The  cefophagus  in  a  perfon  was  found  cartilaginous 
throughout  its  .whole  extent,  and  fb  much  contraftedj 
thata  hogls  briftie  could  fcarcely  be  tranfmitted:  .  Mem. 
de  PAcad.  Royal.  deChirurg.  Tom.  I.  p.  489. 

W  Tulpius  has  related  a  cafe  where  the  cefophagus  was 
rendered  iuipervioiis,  by  a  feirrhous  tumour  htuated  be¬ 
twixt  the  trachea  and  cefophagus,  which  proved  fatal, 
Obferv.  Medic.  Lib.  I.  Cap.  XLIV.  p.  83. 

§  A  remarkable  inftance  of  this  kind  is  recorded  by 
Mr.  Ludlow  of  Briftol.  ^Medical  ObfervatioRs  and  En- 
o^uiries,  Vol.  III.  p.  85. 
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Every  degi-ee  of  difficuity:  oFTwallow- 

ifig  may  be  'fuppofed,  likewift,  ’  to  arife 
from  a  paralytic  Rate  of  the  cefophagus  *, 
confidered  as  a  mufclej  and  the  daily  and 
conftant  aftion  it  muft  neeelTarily  undergo 

Tulpitis  ^icribcs  a  cafe,  whcr©,  feoin  a  paralytic 
fiate  of  the  mufcles  fubfervient  to  degIii|ition,  the  patient 
died  on  the  feventh  day.  Ob'fexv.  Medic.  Lib.  I.  Cap 
'•42.  ’p.  79.  •  '  :  ■  ■  !■  - 


-  JacotiusoWerves  that  he  hath., feen  this  difeafc,  and 

that  the  patient  generally  dies :  but,StaIpar,t.  Vander- 
Wiel  hath  given  the  Biftory  of  a  cafe,  where  a  young  wo¬ 
man  was  reduced  almoft  to  a  flceleton,  from  a  difficulty 
of  fwallowing. — A  whale-bone  was  introduced,  and  no 
Ibiaure  found:  whence  the  phy-fician  concluded  the  cafe 
was  paralytic.  During  the  fpace  of  a  whole  year  the 
food,  after  being  mafticated,  was  pulhed  into  the  fto. 
-mach  by  a  probang,  with  a  fpunge  fixed  to  its  extremity] 
At  length  the  patient  wonderfully  recovered.  Obftrvar 
Tom.  11.  Obf,  27.  p.  287. 


Willis  likewife  defcribes  a  paralytic  cafe,  almoft  fimilar 
Othelaft;  wherein  the  mufcular  fibres  of  the  cefopha¬ 
gus  haying  loft  their  tonic  power,  the  food  was  daily 
forced  into  the  ftomach,  during  the  fpace  of  fixteen  years 

by  the  whalebone.  Pbarmaceut.  Ration.  Seift.  II.  Cap* 
I.  p.  45. 

Galen  probably  alludes  to  this  difeafe  of  the  cefophagus 

when  he  fays,  “  Si  ingeftorum  in  tranlitu  tarditas  squalls 

"  &  fine  dolore  accidere  confuevit,  &  in  fupino  decubitu 

“  augetur,  ereaa  vero  cervice  mitigatur,  circa  uilum 

“  anguftis  fenfum.”  De  locis  affeflis.  Lib.  V.  Can  c 
•Chart.  Tom.  VII.  p.  491.  •  v.  Lap.  5. 
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for  the  purpofes  of  life,  muft  necelFarily 
expofe  it  to  an  infinity  of  mifchief,  refult- 
ing  from  the  retention  of  extraneous  and 
adventitious  fubftances.  The  moft  dan¬ 
gerous,  ,  and  perhaps  not  the  moft  infre¬ 
quent  caufe  of  a  chronic  difficulty  of  fwal- 
lowing,  originates  from  a  thickening  and 
gradual  contradion  of  the  coats  of  the 
gullet;  and  which  regularly,  and  by  flow 
degrees,  increafes,  until  the  canal  is  ren¬ 
dered  totally  impervious,  and  the  mifer- 
able  patient  is  literally  ftarved  to  death. 

Whether  this  particular  difeafe  of  the 
cefophagus  is  truly  Icirrhous,  is  of  a  fero- 
phulous  nature,  or  whether  it  is  indepen¬ 
dent  of  both,  hath  not  yet  been  fufficiently 
alcertained.  Certain  it  is,  that  this  com¬ 
plaint  is  fometimes  complicated  with  fwol- 
ien  lymphatic  glands ;  and  mercury,  which 
'  from  all  experience  hath  been  found  to  ex- 
afperate  a  true  fcirrh«us,  is  the  only  reme¬ 
dy  which,  in  the  cafe  before  us,  hath  hi¬ 
therto  been  known  to  have  produced  a 

cure. 
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Van  Swieten  who  has  defcribed 
this  difeafe  with  his  ufual  accuracy,  is  in¬ 
clined  to  think,  that  the  pernicious  cuftom 
of  drinking  tea  or  coffee  alnioit  fcalding 
hot,  may  be  the  caufe  of  it,  by  coagulat¬ 
ing  the  fluids,  and  fhrinking  up  the  folids. 
This  opinion  is  probably  true,  becaufe  wo¬ 
men  are  almofl:  the  only  fubje^fls  of  the 
difeafe.  Indeed,  in  all  the  cafes  of  the 
kind  that  I  have  feen  or  heard  of,  the  pa¬ 
tients  were  of  that  fex. 

Dr.  MuncIcley  -f*  has  given  a  hiflory 
of  the  cure  of  this  difeafe  by  mercury  ||  * 
in  a  very  candid  manner  he  informs  us, 
that  fuccefs  can  only  be  expeded  to  at¬ 
tend  its  adminiftration  under  certain  cir- 
cumftances  and  periods  of  the  difeafe;  and 
that,  when  no  nutriment  can  be  conveyed 
into  the  ftomach,  and  the  conftitution  is 
much  impaired  from  the  want  of  fufte- 
nance,  &c.  the  patient  is  equally  unable 
to  bear  either  the  remedy  or  the  difeafe. 

Coninicnt.  in  Aplior*  Bocrh.  §  797*  ^ 

t  Med.  Tranfaa.  Vol.  I.  p.  165. 

II  Ruyfch  firft  gave  an  account  of  the  utility  of  tuer- 
oury  in  thefe  kinds  of  difficult  deglutition.  Adverf. 
Anat.  Med,  Chiiurg.  Dec.  i.  Obf.  to. 
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This  ohfervation  of  Dr.  Munckley  is  moft 
certainly  true. 

A  Lady  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
city  had  a  difficulty  of  fwallowing,  gra¬ 
dually,  increafing  during  four  years;  and, 
when  I  was  confulted  in  her  cafe,  it  was 
with  the  utmoft  difficulty,  and  with  great 
pain,  that  flie  could  get  into  her  ftomach 
a  tea-fpoonful  of  water. 

Two  drachms  of  the  ftrong  mercurial 
ointment  were  in  this  cafe  rubbed  into  the 
patient’s  legs,  every  night,  until  a  mode¬ 
rate  fpitting  was  occafioned.  At  proper  in¬ 
tervals  the  procefs  w^as  repeated,  until  eight 
ounces  of  the  ointment  had  been  applied. 
No  kind  6f  benefit,  however,  arofe  from  its 
ufe  :  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  difficulty  of 
deglutition  increafed  every  day  until  her 
death,  which  happened  three  months  after 
fhe  began  the  mercurial  courfe^.  From  a 
miftaken  delicacy  of  her  friends,  I  was  pre¬ 
vented  from  examining  the  jftate  of  the 
oefophagus  alter  her  deceafe. 

*  Van  Swieten  obferves  that,  among  other  things,  he 
has  tried  the  effe«^ds  of  mercury  in  this  difeafe,  and  has 
ieen  a  falivatlon  brought  on  without  any  kind  of  benefit. 
.Comment,  in  Aphor.  Boerh.  §  797. 


Amongst 


SURGERY. 

Amongst  the  various  difeafes  to  which 
the  oeibphagus  is  fubjeft,  the  following  is 
fo  extremely  lingular,  that  the  communi¬ 
cation  of  it  mufl  be  pleafing  to  the  medi¬ 
cal  reader,  although  it  may,  perhaps,  af¬ 
ford  him  no  material  pradical  informa¬ 
tion. 

M  R  S.  W- - of  this  place,  of  a  thin  C 

and  relaxed  habit  of  body,  during 
the  laft  ten  years  of  her  life  experienced 
great  difficulty  in  fwallowing  folid  food; 
and  very  frequently  the  fmalleft  portion  of 
any  thing,  the  was  eating,  would  ftick  in  the 
paffiage,  until  it  was  diflodged  by  puking, 
and  by  violent  exertions  of  the  diaphragm 
and  abdominal  mufcles. 

About  two  years  after  ffie  was  affeded 
with  this  diforder,  finding  that  her  com** 
plaints  became  very  troublefome,  ffie  con- 
fulted  a  phyfician,  who  prelcribed  an  in¬ 
ternal  medicine,  which  was  a  preparation 
of  mercury.  She  had  no  relief  from  it; 
and  perhaps  the  reafon  might  have  been, 
that  ffie  had  not  refolution  fufficient  to 

U  2  perfift 
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perfift  in  its  ufe,  until  it  was  probable 
that  any  material  benefit  could  have  arifen 
from  it. 

In  the  month  of  September  1774J  flae 
was  unable  to  fwallow  the  leafi;  portion  of 
any  folid  fubftance  whatever ;  and  fome 
time  afterward  fhe  was  incapable  of  getting 
into  her  ftomach  any  kind  of  fluids.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  continuance  of  her  illnefs, 
fhe  had  no  fixed  pain  in  her  throat,  and, 
although  the  pharynx  was  frequently  in- 
fpeded,  it  exhibited  no  other  marks  of 
particular  difeafe,  but  that  it  appeared  more 
pale  than  ufual. 

She  complained  ,of  a  troublefome  and 
very  difagreeable  drynefs  of  her  throat;  to 
relieve  which,  an  emollient  gargle  was 
fent  her  :  but,  upon  making  the  experi¬ 
ment,  fhe  difcovered  fhe  had  not  the  lead 
power  to  ufe  it.  She  had  very  frequent 
and  troublefome  retchings,  which  appear¬ 
ed  to  have  been  occafioned  by  wind ;  and 
although  no  fluids  could  at  this  period  find 
their  way  from  the  mouth,  through  the 

oefophagus, 
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oefophagus.  Into  the  ftomach,  yet  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  ftomach  were  difcharged  by 
vomiting,  with  apparent  eafe. 

From  the  time  fhe  was  incapable  of 
fwallowing  liquids  until  a  week  before  her 
death  (an  interval  of  fix  weeks)  the  vis 
vitas  was  fo  well  fupported  by  mutton 
broth,  frequently  injedted  into  the  intef- 
tines,  that  flie  could  walk  about  her  apart¬ 
ment,  and  had  regular  ftools  of  a  folid 
confiftence.  Nothing  like  matter  was, 
during  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  dif¬ 
charged  from  her  mouth ;  nor  was  there 
ever  obferved  the  lead;  offenfive  fmell  in 
her  breath.  About  the  time  flie  was  in¬ 
capable  of  fwallowing  folids,  the  cafe  ap¬ 
peared  fo  much  to  refemble  thofe  defcribed 
by  Df.  Munckley,  that  it  was  determined 
to  give  the  remedy  he  recommends  a  fair 
trial. 

With  this  view,  a  proper  quantity  of 
mercurial  ointment  was  rubbed  upon  the 
legs  feveral  weeks,  without  the  leafi:  ad¬ 
vantage.  No  method  which  could  be 

H  3  thought 
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thought  of,  appeared  in  the  leaft  to  retard 
the  prpgrefs  of  this  extraordinary  difeafe : 
on  the  20th  of  March,  1775,  fhe  died. 


After  her  deceafe,  I  examined  the 


parts  with  a  very  eminent  furgeon.— The 
thyroid  gland  was  enlarged,  but  it  did  not 
appear  to  have  made  any  preffiire  upon  the 
oefophagus.  We  difcovered  that  the  whole 
annular  fubftance  of  the  fuperior  part  of 
the  oefophagus  was  converted  into  a  tough 
vifciii  mafs,  of  a  dark  brown  colour.  The 
length  of  that  part  of  the  tube  thus  dif- 
eafed,  was  at  lead  three  inches.  The  ftruc» 
tore  of  the  coats  of  this  part  of  the  oefo¬ 
phagus,  as  w^ell  as  of  the  correfponding 
portion  of  the  long!  colli  mufcles,  was  fo 
entirely  deftroyed,  that  nothing  appeared 
to  be  betwixt  the  bodies  of  the  vertebrjE 
cervicis  and  the  trachea,  but  the  rotten 
fubftance  juft  deferibed.  That  part  of  the 


oefophagus  below  the  feat  of  the  difeafe 
was  perfectly  found,  nor  was  there  any 
particular  ftrifture  at  the  inferior  point, 
-where  the  mifehief  feemed  to  terminate. 
The  fuperior  line  near  the  pharynx,  had 
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much  the  appearance  of  the  edge  of  a  ma¬ 
lignant  ulcer,  except  that  it  appeared  to 
have  been  corroded  only,  without  any  in¬ 
duration  of , the  parts. 

The  circumftance  of  the  patient  being 
unable  to  fwallow  liquids,  at  the  time  the 
contents  of  the  ftomach  were  freely  dif- 
charged  through  the  oefophagus,  will  not 
appear  furpriling,  when  we  confider,  that 
a  very  effential  part  of  the  office  of  deglu¬ 
tition,  is  carried  on  by  the  fucceffive  con- 
tradtions  of  the  orbicular  fibres  of  the  muf- 
cular  cqat  of  the  cefophagus,  which  were 
totally  deftroyed  in  this  cafe 

In  the  adtion  of  vomiting,  the  contents 
of  the  ftomach  are  forcibly  expelled  through 
the  mouth,  by  the  violent  fpafmodic  con- 
tradlions  of  the  diaphragm  and  abdominal 
mufcles  5  and  in  this  operation  the  cefoph- 
agus  feems  to  be  pajjive  only. 

*  Aliae  vero  interlores,  circulares,  etiam  valsntes  fibras, 
fimiliter  a  cricoide  principio  fumto,  fuccelTivo  motu  con- 
tra^lse  cibum  depellunt,  &c.  Alo.  Haller.  Priinss  Lines; 

Phyfiol.  Cap.  23.  p.  399* 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  a  LOCKED  JAW 
and  OPISTHOTONOS,  cured  by 
opiate  clyfters. 

Poor  woman  in  the  workhoiife  in  this 
city,  who  fome  time  before  had  been 
fubjed:  to  paralytic  complaints,  fuddenly 
fell  down  in  a  kind  of  convulfive  fit,  and 
when  fhe  was  taken  up,  could  neither 
fpeak  nor  fwallow, 

II.  ,  When  I  faw  her,  the  low'er  jaw  was 
,  quite  locked ;  the  mufcles  which  move  it 
upward  were  rigid ;  the  temporal  and 
malTeters  were  as  hard  as  a  board;  the 
head  was  drawn  backward,  and  the  mufcles 
of  the  fpine  were  in  fo  contradted  a  ftate, 

,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  bend  the  back  in 
the  leaft  degree  forward, 

I 

I 

She  had  loft  two  teeth  from  the  upper 
jaw;  and  through  this  aperture  I  poured 
into  her  mouth  a  fpoonful  of  water ;  but 
when  it  came  into  her  throat  Ihe  feemed  in 
danger  of  fuffocation^  until  a  ftrong  con¬ 
vulfive 
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vulfive  motion  of  the  thorax  had  forced  it 
back  again.  The  poor  woman  was  all  the 
time  fenfible,  without  the  power  of  fpeak- 
ing,  and  made  figns,  in  a  very  miferable 
way,  for  every  thing  fhe  wanted. 

As  it,  did  not  appear  to  me,  that  (he 
could  fwallow  one  drop  of  any  kind  of 
fluids,  I  thought  the  beft,  indeed  the  only 
way  of  relieving  her,  muft  be  by  giving 
medicines  as  well  as  nutriment  in  clyfters. 

I  accordingly  ordered  eight  ounces  of  mut¬ 
ton  broth  to  be  injefted  three  times  a  day,, 
and  every  eight  hours  a  clyfter,  confifting 
of  fix  ounces  of  water,  and  two  drachms 
of  tinft.  thebaic.  She  remained  four  days 
in  the  fame  ftate,  in  which  time  £he  did 
not  fwallow  any  thing.  The  quantity  of 
tin£l.  thebaic,  was  increafed  in  the  clyfters,  ' 
and  the  rigid  mufcles  of  the  face  were 
well  rubbed  with  camphorated  oil. 

On  the  fifth  day  {he  could  fpeak,  and 
open  her  mouth  a  little.  On  the  feventh 
{he  could  fwallow  liquids.  She  u  as  then 
diredled  to  take  two  drachms  of  laudanum 

three 
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three  times  a  day,  by  the  mouth.  She 
every  day  became  better,  and  in  a  fliort 
time  was  almoft  as  well  as  ufiial ;  but  it 
was  lix  weeks  before  the  mufcles  of  the 
neck  and  back  had  recovered  their  proper 
flexibility. 
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A  P  ONYCHIA,  attended  with 
'  uncommon  fymptoms. 


JOHN  PEG,  of  this  place,  in  the^^sEXXIV^ 
J  middle  of  June  1775,  very  llightly 
fcratched  the  infide  of  his  right  thumb. 

Previous  to  this  accident,  he  was  healthy 
in  every  refpedl.  Finding  the  next  day 
that  his  thumb  was  fwollen,  he  applied  to 
a  furgeon  for  relief.  His  cafe  became 
every  day  worfe ;  and  on  June  26,  ten 
days  from  the  commencement  of  the  com^ 
plaint,  I  was  delired  to  fee  him. 

V 

t 

The  thumb  was  then  exceflively  en¬ 
larged,  and  the  fore-arm  fwollen  to  the 
elbow  joint,  from  whence  a  red  ftreak  ex¬ 
tended  along  the  courfe  of  the  lymphatics, 
into  the  axilla.  On  account  of  the  extreme 
pain  of  the  parts,  he  had  flept  little  for  fe- 
veral  nights ;  he  was  hot,  and  his  pulfe 
beat  1 1  o  ftrokes  in  a  minute.  1  made 
an  incilion  in  the  middle  of  the  infide  of 
the  thumb,  extending  the  whole  length 
of  it.  The  flexor  tendons  were  very  floughy, 

^  and 
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and  matter  was  confined  all  round  the 
bones.  I  drefled  the  wound  with  the  ce- 
ratum  faturni,  and  covered  the  whole  arm 
with  linen  rags,  rnoiftened  with  oleum 
and  acet.  litharg.  aa.  p.  e.  and  ordered  him 
to^  take  an  ounce  of  fal  Glauberi  difiTolved 
in  water. 

June  27.  He  paflfed  a  good  night,  had  been  re- 
freftied  with  fleep,  and  was  much  eafier. 
All  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  were  pro- 
mifing ;  there  was  then  a  free  difcharge  of 
matter^  the  tendon  appeared  more  floughy  ; 
the  fwelling  was  reduced ;  and  the  red 
ftreak  entirely  gone.  He  was  drefled  ex- 
adly  as  before.  About  half  an  hour  after 
this,  he  cried  out  with  the  violent  pain  of 
his  thumb,  which  gradually  extended  up 
the  infide  of  the  arm  in  the  courfe  of  the 
veflels,  and  crept  into  the  axilla.  Soon 
after  he  complained  of  his  heart,  and  was 
feized  with  fuch  an  oppreflive  difficulty  of 
breathing,  that  the  people  about  him 
thought  he  was  dying. 


At 
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At  this  time  I  was  in  the  country,  and 
could  not  fee  him  till  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  In  the  fpace  of  five  hours,  in 
which  I  was  abfent,  he  had  eight  convul- 
live  fits,  and  the  fpafms  of  the  mufcles 
were  fo  violent,  that  feveral  men  could 
not,  without  difficulty,  confine  him  in 
bed.  His  pulfe  was  very  low,  his  coun¬ 
tenance  pale  ;  the  fore-arm  was  again 
fwollen,  and  hot ;  and,  upon  the  \^hoie, 
it  was  evident  that  an  uncommon  irrita¬ 
tion  of  the  thumb  was  the  caufe  of  thefe 
dangerous  fymptoms. 

I  REMOVED  the  dreffings  from  the 
wound,  and  applied  to  it  a  pledget  of  lint, 
imbued  with  the  balfamum  Peruvianum, 
and  gave  him  internally  thirty  drops  of  the 
fame  balfam  upon  a  lump  of  fugar,"  which 
was  likewife  ordered  to  be  repeated  every 
hour.  Six  leeches  were  directed  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  infide  of  the  arm,  near  the 
wrift.  In  the  evening  he  was  rather  bet¬ 
ter;  had  but  one  violent  paroxyfm  fince 
I  faw  him  laft ;  but,  as  he  was  then  hot, 
I  took  from  the  other  arm  twelve  ounces 

of 
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of  blood.  The  ufe  of  the  balfam  was  con¬ 
tinued  through  the  night. 

He  had  a  bad  night,  the  convulfive  pa- 
roxyfrns' continuing,  although  not  fo  vio¬ 
lent  as  before.  He  had  a  difmal  counte¬ 
nance,  the  niufcles  of  the  lips  and  cheeks 
being  often  diftorted.  The  difcharge  from 
the  thumb  was  large.  It  was  dreffed  as 
before  with  the  balfam,  and  the  internal 
ufe  of  it  continued  through  the  day.  His 
pulfe  was  very  low,  and  he  had  frequent 
returns  of  the  difficult  refpiration ;  in  the 
evening  an  intenfe  pain  of  the  thumb  ex¬ 
tended  up  his  arm.  Cloths  wet  with  the 
faturnine  water  of  Goulard,  were  applied 
cold  to  the  wrift  and  fore-arm,  and  fixty 
drops  of  thebaic  tindure  were  given  in 
wine  and  water,  and  repeated  every  third 
hour  of  the  night.  He  dofed  much  ;  and 
when  he  awaked  had  returns  of  the  fpafms, 
but  they  were  lefs  violent. 

He  was  remarkably  low  this  mornings 
his  pulfe  had  ninety  ftrokes  in  a  minute  5 
the  convulfions  had  ceafed  fome  hours  s 

and 
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and  the  fore-arm  was  neither  fwollen  nor 
painful ;  he  bore  it  to  be  prelTed  hard  with¬ 
out  complaining ;  but  his  head  ached, 
which  was  attributed  to  the  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  laudanum  which  he  had 

taken  fince  the  lafl;  evening.  The  fore  ' 
was  uncommonly  irritable,  the  leaft  touch 
with  foft  lint  communicated,  he  faid,  a 
fling  to  his  heart.  The  fame  dreffings 
were  continued,  and  fixty  drops  of  the¬ 
baic  tindlure,  with  the  fame  quantity  of 
Peruvian  balfam,  were  ordered  to  be  taken 
every  fix  hours,  alternately,  through  the 
day. 

Within  the  fpace'  of  half  an  hour  after  June  3c. 
his  thumb  was  dreffed  laft,  he  had  three 
violent  convulfive  paroxyfms,  which  left 
him  very  weak.  Before  the  acceffion  of 
the  fits,  his  thumb  was  always  particularly 
painful.  Being  at  this  period  coftive,  .  a 
clyfter  was  ordered.  The  half.  Peruv. 
having  heated  and  difagreed  with  his  flo- 
mach,  was  then  difcontinued,  and  eighty 
drops  of  thebaic  tinfture  were  adminiftered 
every  four  hours. 


He 
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Jul/  I.  He  was  conliderably  better,  and  pafled 
the  night  without  any  return  of  convul- 
fion.  The  fwelling  of  the  hand  was  en¬ 
tirely  removed,  nor  had  he  the  leaft  pain 
there.  The  fore  digefled  well,  but  was 
'  ftill  remarkably  irritable :  the  matter, 
therefore,  w^as  not  wiped  off,  but  the  bal- 
fam  applied  as  before.  As  he  continued 
ftill  coftive,  he  was  ordered  to  drink  a 
draught  of  a  folution  of  fal  Glauberi 
every  four  hours.  After  ftools  were  pro¬ 
cured,  the  laudanum  was  repeated  as  be¬ 
fore. 

— -  2.  He  began  to  recover  his  natural  com¬ 

plexion  ;  the  anxiety  about  his  heart,  he 
faid,  was  entirely  gone  ;  his  pulfe  beat  a 
hundred  ftrokes  in  a  minute ;  he  had  no 
convulfions,  except  fome  very  flight  and 
frequent  twitchings  of  the  mufcles.  In 
the  courfe  of  drefiing  this  morning,  having 
accidentally  touched  his  thumb  too  hard, 
he  fainted  from  the  violence  of  the  pain. 
He  was  diredted  to  take  eighty  drops  of 
laudanum,  as  before,  every  fix  hours. 


AfTER 
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After  the  laft  dreffing  he  had  feveral 
convulfions,  but  continued  free  from  them 
all  the  night,  and  flept  well ;  his  pulfe  was 
at  eighty  ^  he  had  two  ftools  5  and,  upon 
the  whole,  was  much  better.  The  fore 
difcharged  largely,  yet  ftill  remained  very 
painful :  the  tinft.  theb.  was  continued  as 
before. 

I 

The  convullions  returned  twice:  the 
thebaic  tindlure  was  ordered  to  be  taken 
in  the  ufual  dofe.  From  this  time  he  was 
free  from  all  fpafmodic  fymptoms,  and 
the  wound  became  lefs  painful  every  day, 
until  it  was  healed.  The  ufe'  of  the  lau¬ 
danum  was  left  off  by  degrees. 


. ) 
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A  DISEASE  of  the  STOMACH, 
which  occafioned  death,  by  a  fcirrhous 
induration  near  the  pyloris. 

Case  XXV.  t  N  June  I774>  I  was  confulted  in  the 
^  cafe  of  J.  Phillips,  of  this  city,  aged 
thirty-five.  Daring  the  fpace  of  a  year 
before  he  applied  to  me,  he  experienced 
many  complaints,  the  feat  of  all  which,  he 
faid,  was  in  his  ftomach.  He  had  fuffered 
a  great  degree  of  pain,  which  was  always 
^  aggravated  by  eating,  and  it  generally  con¬ 
tinued  until,  by  vomiting,  the  ftomach  had 
difeharged  the  load.  His  appetite  was  as 
good  as  ufual ;  but,  for  the  laft  month  be¬ 
fore  I  faw  him,  he  could  never  keep  any 
thing  upon  his  ftomach  longer  than  half 
an  hour.  He  was  extremely  reduced  and 
emaciated ;  had  taken  repeated  vomits, 
rhubarb,  and  other  medicines,  without  any 
^ood  eftedl. 

I  ORDERED  a  faline  medicine  to  be  taken 
in  the  aft  of  cffervefcence,  joined  with  a 
few  drops  of  laudanjum,  and  direfled  him 

to 
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td  eat  frequently  the  moft  nutritious  food 
in  very  fmall  quantities.  After  this  plan 
had  been  purlued  fome  time  without  any 
advantage,  I  gave  him  columbo  root,  with 
no  better  fuccefs  ^  and  defpairing  at  length 
of  doing  any  good  in  the  cafe^  I  advifed 
him  to  leave  off  all  medicine,  and  to  take, 
three  or  four  times  a  day,  clyflers  of  mut¬ 
ton  broth.  This  refource  probably  length¬ 
ened  out  his  miferable  life  fome  time;  and^ 
at  laft  he  died  of  a  marafinus,  worn  out 
with  pain,  fatigue,  and  want  of  proper 
nutriment. 

On  the  day  after  his  death  I  examined 
his  body,  with  Dr.  Simfon.-^-^The  feat  of 
the  difeafe  was  near  the  pyloris :  the  coats 
of  the  ftomach  at  that  part  were  indurat¬ 
ed,  thickened,  and  compreffed  the  paffage 
fo  much,  as  almoft  to  obliterate  its  orifice<5 
The  villous  coat  of  the  difeafed  part  of  the 
flomach  was  a  little  ulcerated,  but  it  ap- 
'  peared  to  have  been  the  effeft  of  a  very 
recent  change  that  had  taken  place  in  thd 
part.  The  other  vifcera  v^^ere  in  a  found 
ftate. 

la  An 
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An  AMPUTATION  of  a  CAN¬ 
CEROUS  BREAST. 

Case  XXVI. ¥  WAS  fent  foT  to  Mrs.  W— - ,  of 

1774.A  Prime-Thorpe,  Leiceftcrfhire.  Two 
years  before  I  faw  her,  fhe  perceived  a 
lump  in  her  left  breaft.  In  the  courfe  of 
a  fevv  weeks  the  difeafe  increafed,  and  fhe 
then  applied  to  a  furgeon  in  her  neighbour¬ 
hood,  who  advifed  her  to  leave  it  to  na¬ 
ture.  In  the  fpace  of  a  year  from  the  firffc 
appearance  of  the  tumour,  it  feems  that  it 
made  very  little  progrefs  j  but  afterward  it 
increafed  rapidly,  and  alarmed  the  patient 
and  her  friends. 

Mr.  Smith,  an  eminent  furgeon  of 
Leicefter,  was  then  called  in,  who  advifed 
the  extirpation  of  the  tumour ;  but  the 
patient  not  confenting  to  the  operation,  he 
was  obliged  to  be  content  with  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  palliate  the  fymptoms.  He  very 
prudently  advifed  her  to  avoid  every  thing, 
which  either  by  ftimulus  or  acrimony 
might  irritate  the  fcirrhus,  and  convert  it 

into 
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into  a  cancer.  He  adminiflered  the  ci- 
cuta'  both  internally  and  externally,  and 
joined  opium  with  the  external  applica¬ 
tion,  whenever  pain,  or  other  circom- 
flances,  made  it  neceffary.  Notwithftand- 
ing  thefe  precautions,  the  difeafe  every  day 
gained  ground. 

When  I  faw  her,  the  whole  breaft  was 
in  a  cancerous  ftate,  amazingly  enlarged, 
ulcerated,  and  difcharged  a  large  quantity 
of  corrofive  fanies.  The  continual-  drain¬ 
ing  of  this  poifonous  fluid,  had  inflamed 
and  excoriated  all  the  neighbouring  parts 
with  which  it  came  in  contact. 

Such  were  the  circum fiances  of  a  cafe 
in  a  patient  of  feventy-four  years  of  age; 
under  which,  in  confultation  with  her  fur- 
geon,  I  propofed  the  extirpation  of  the 
breafl.  The  arguments  in  favour  of  this 
pradice  were : 

First,  The  breafl,  though  fo  rnuch  en¬ 
larged,  did  not  -apparently  adhere  to  the 
pedoral  mufcle. 

I  3  Secondly^ 
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Secondly,  Notwithftanding  the  cancer 
ulcerated,  and  had  affedled,  by  the 
acrimony  of  the  difcharge,  the  circumja¬ 
cent  parrs,  yet  there  were  no  certain  proofs 
that  the  habit  was  difeafed,  or  that  the  vi¬ 
rus  had  been  abforbed,  the  lymphatics  and 
glands  of  the  axilla  being  at  this  time  per- 
fedtly  free,  and  in 'a  natural  ftate. 

Th  IRDLY,  The  patient  fuflaining  fo 
well  an  immenfe  daily  difcharge  from  the 
difeafed  breaft,  might  be  admitted  as  a 
prefumptive  proof  that  flie  would  as  well 
bear  the  lofs  of  fluids,  which  rnuft  necef- 
farily  be  the  refult  of  the  operation.  And, 

Lastly,  The  certain  profpedt  of  a 
miferable  death,  if  flie  did  not  avail  her- 
felf  of  the  only  chance  remaining  of  efcap- 
ing  from  fo  terrible  a  calamity. 

Tn  ESE  rcafons  were  fubmitted  to  the 
confideration  of  the  patient  and  her  friends, 
who  agreed  upon  the  operation ;  and  on 
the  13th  of  July  fhe  came  to  Coventry. 

As, 
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As  foon  as  fhe  had  recovered  the  fatigue 
of  her  journey,  I  amputated  the  breaft, 
with  the  afliiiance  of  Meffieurs  Harrold 

and  Yardley.' - The  bads  of  the  tumour 

adhered  to  the  pedloral  mufcle,  part  of 
which  was  cut  off,  to  prevent  any  part  of 
the  cancer  remaining.  I  likewife  differed 
as  much  of  the  adipofe  membrane  fur¬ 
rounding  the  breaft,  as  I  could  with  con¬ 
venience.  From  the  day  of  the  operation 
to  the  time  the  dreffings  were  removed,  no 
particular  circumftance  occurred  :  fhe  was 
treated  in  the  common  manner. 

She  refted  fo  well  the  firft  night,  that 
an  anodyne,  which  was  diredted  to  be 
taken  in  the  beginning  of  the  night,  was 
omited.  The  faturnine  water  of  Goulard 
was  applied  cold,  over  the  dreffings,  and 
to  the  inflamed  parts,  with  fuch  fuccefs, 
that  the  patient  experienced  very  little 
pain ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  a  week  the  ikin 
had  almofl:  refumed  its  natural  colour  and 
foftnefs.  On  the  fourth  day  after  the  ope¬ 
ration,  fhe  had  feme  degree  of  that  fever, 
which  generally  precedes  fupparation ;  the 

I  4  fymp- 
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fymptoms,  however,  were  moderated  by 
neutral  falts,  and 'an  anodyne  at  night, 

) 

""The  dreffings  w^ere  lirft  removed,  ex¬ 
cept  fome  of  the  lint,  which  firmly  ad¬ 
hered  to  the  pedoral  mufcle.  By  the  ufe  ‘ 
of  mild  digeftivcs  the  wound  was  foon 
clean,  but  the  difcharge  was  putrid,  and 
of  a  bad  colour.  The  patient  became  very 
weak,  and  the  heat  of  the  atmofphere  was 
at  that  time  exceffive. 

A  STREAM  of  freili  air  was  procured 
through  the  room,  by  opening  all  the  win¬ 
dows  ^  fhe  eat  all  kinds  of  fruit  that  were 
in  feafon  ;  fhe  took  an  antifeptic  draught  ^ 
every  four  hours,  and  the  fore  was  dreffed 
with  a  lotion  of  the  fame  kind  •f'.  After 
this  plan  had  been  purfued  two  or  three 

*  R  Extr.  cor.  Per.  3  i. 

Tin£l.  cort,  Hux.  3  i. 

Eiix.  vit.  acid.  3  fs. 

Syr.  cort.  aur.  J  i. 

Inf.  cham.  ^  i.  M.  f.  hauflus, 
f  R  Aq.  font,  ft  i* 

Tindl.  myrrh,  fimp.  ^  i. 

Merc,  corrof.  fub.  gr.  iv, 

M.  f.  lotio, 

days. 
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days,  the  difcharge  was  altered  for  the  bet- 
I  ter,  both  in  colour  and  confiftence,  and 
j  the  wound  contrafted  fo  faft,  that  in  fix 
weeks  it  was  reduced  to  the  fize  of  a  crown- 
piece.  At  that  time  there  arofe  from  a 
part  of  the  fore  a  fungus,  of  a  dark  colour, 
which  became  painful,  and  gleetcd,  not- 
withftanding  all  the  reft  of  the  furface  pro¬ 
duced  laudable  pus.  Fearing,  therefore, 
this  might  have  been  fome  remains  of  the 
original  difeafo,  I  determined  to  involve  it 
in  a  flough^  and,  to  do  this  effeftually,  I 
I  puftied  into  the  fungus  a  bit  of  corrofive 
I  fublimate,  the  fize  and  figure  of  a  barley¬ 
corn. 

This  application  gave  very  little  pain, 

I  and  foon  anfwered  the  intended  purpofe. 
i  In  a  few  days  a  deep  efchar  feparated,  leav¬ 
ing  under  it  healthy  granulations.  From 
I  this  time  every  circumftance  appeared  fa- 
j  vourable ,  and  on  the  20th  of  Auguft  Mrs. 

(  W -  left  Coventry,  with  the  reafon- 

I  able  expeftation  that  the  fore  would  be 
i  completely  healed  in  a  ihort  time. 

j 
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This  much  wifhed  for  event  did  not, 
however,  take  place  :  the  glands  of  the 
axilla,  and  the  lymphatics  betwixt  them 
and  the  edge  of  the  fore,  indurated.  Af¬ 
ter  {he  had  been  at  home  a  few  weeks  ano¬ 
ther  tumour  arofe,  became  painful,  and  ul¬ 
cerated  ;  the  advance  of  the  fymptoms  was 
rapid,  and  occafioned  the  death  of  the 
'  patient. 


An 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  a  CANCER 
of  the  BREAST,  where  the  tumour 
was  twice  extirpated,  without  fuccefs. 

J  WAS  defired  to  vifit  Mrs.  S - ,  of 

this  city.  She  had  a  fcirrhous  tumour, 
which  in  the  courfe  of  ten  months  occu¬ 
pied  nearly  half  the  right  breaft,  above 
the  nipple.  It  was  perfedly  free  from  any 
attachment  to  the  fubjacent  parts,  and  the 
glands  of  the  axilla  were  not  in  the  leaft 
indurated.  1  informed  her,  that  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  medicine  in  fuch  cafes  were  ex¬ 
tremely  uncertain  ;  and  advifed  her,  with¬ 
out  farther  delay,  to  have  the  tumour  re¬ 
moved  by  the  knife.  T wo  days  afterward, 
i  in  the  prefence  of  Dr.  Simfon  and  Mr. 
Harrold,  I  performed  the  operation. 

I  > 

The  fides  of  the  wound  were  brought 
I  as  clofe  together  as  could  be,  with  flips  of 
I  flicking  plaifter ;  the  patient  took  an  opi- 
I  ate  three  nights  fucceeding  the  operation ; 
j  and  in  lefs  than  four  weeks  the  woiind  was 
1  well  cicatrized. 

I  •  / 

Ar 

i 

j 

i 

j 

I 

I 
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At  the  expiration  of  four  months  (he 
perceived  another  tumour,  near  the  axilla, 
which  became  painful  and  enlarged  every 
day.  She  was  then  direded  to  take  the 
extrad  of  cicuta,  in  as  large  dofes  as  the 
ftomach  would  bear ;  and  to  this  medicine 
was  joined  a  decodion  of  bark.  The 
leaves  and  juice  of  cicuta,  in  the  form  of 
a  cataplafm,  were  applied  to  the  tumour. 

In  a  few  weeks  the  difeafe  made  a  quick 
progrefs ;  and,  after  confulting  Mr.  Sharp 
of  London,  and  Mr.  Harrold,  it  was  again 
recommended  to  take  that  chance  of  reco¬ 
very  which  the  knife  only,  promifed  to  af¬ 
ford.  This  was  urged  to  her  the  more,  ‘ 
as  the  difeafe  was  then  advancing  fo  faft, 
that  it  was  to  be  feared,  in  a  fliort  time 
the  tumour  might  be  fo  much  attached  to 
the.fubjacent  parts,  as  to  render  the  extir¬ 
pation  of  it  difficult,  if  not  impoffible.  ‘ 

On  the  2d  of  November  I  performed 
the  fecond  operation  s  removed  a  part  of 
the  inferior  edge  of  the  pedoral  mufcle, 
to  which  the  tumour  adhered,  and  like- 

-  wife 


IN  SURGERY. 

wife  cut  away  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
the  furrounding  adipofe  membrane. 

Instead  of  treating  the  wound  as  be¬ 
fore,  that  it  might  heal  by  the  firfl:  inten- 
I  tion,  I  filled  the  cavity  with  lint,  to  pro- 
!  mote  as  large  a  fuppuration  as  might  be. 

1  The  fore  had  for  fome  time  a  very  good 
appearance,  and  every  day  diminifhed  in 
fize  y  but  after  the  fourth  week  it  became 
1  again  painful,  the  difcharge  was  acrimo- 
I  nious,  the  fuperior  edge  was  hard,  and  the 
I  parts  betwixt  it  and  the  axilla  became  dif- 
I  ealed ;  the  fiibaxillary  glands  indurated ; 
I  and,  notwithftanding  a  plentiful  ufe  of  the 
cicuta  and  bark,  the  ulcer  fpread  into  the 
i  axilla,  and  corroded  fome  large  branches 
I  of  the  artery,  from  whence  death  enlued. 

!  ^  “  ■ 

The  two  preceding  cafes  are  not  related 

with  a  defign  to  deter  the  young  pradti- 
j  tioner  from  extirpating  cancerous  tumours, 
\  but  to  afford  a  caution,  that,  previous  to 
I  the  operation,  his  promifes  of  a  cure  ought 
I  to  be  guarded  and  referved.  In  this  view, 

I  therefore,  I  thought  their  communication 

might 

i 

I 
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might  be  more  ufeful  to  the  profeffion 
than  the  relation  of  many  other  Cancerous 
cafes,  in  which  I  have  employed  the  knife 
with  fuccefs. 

The  fecond  cafe  here  defcribed,  was  one 
of  the  moft  promifing  I  ever  faw  ^  but 
when  the  difeafe  is  not  merely  local  (and  of 
which  we  can  have  no  fort  of  evidence) 
however  favourable  appearances  may  feem 
at  firft  to  the  furgeon,  the  event  of  the 
operation  will  ever  be  extremely  uncertain. 
I  remember  to  have  feen  a  fcirrhous  tumour 
extirpated  from  the  inlide  of  the  knee,  by 
an  eminent  furgeon,  and  the  wound  pro* 
duced  by  the  operation  completely  healed. 
Some  months  afterward  another  fwelling 
arofe  under  the  cicatrix,  which  fpread  into 
the  ham,  and  feemed  to  adhere  to  the  fe-^ 
mur.  In  confultation  amputation  was  ad- 
vifed,  and  performed.  When  the  wound 
was  thought  to  be  in  a  favourable  ftate  for 
healing,  a  cancerous  fungus  fprouted  from 
the  extremity  of  the  bone,  and,  before  the 
patient  died,  a  difeafe  of  the  fame  kind  made 
its  appearance  in  his  mouth. 
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O  B  S  E  R VAT  I O  N  S  on  the  utility  of 
BLISTERS,  applied  to  the  U  M- 
,  BILICAL  REGION  in  the  ILE- 
V  US,  and  INVERSION  of  the  PE- 
R I S  T A  LT I C  M  O  T I O  N  of  the 

INTESTINES  from  othe^caufes. 

/ 

C  I R  John  Pringle  ^  recornmends  th^ 

application  of  blifters  to  the  painful  ^ 

part  of  the  abdomen,  in  the  ileus ;  and  | 

obferves,  that  he  has  more  than  once  Ji 

known  the  patient  relieved,  as  loon  as  ' 

he  has  felt  the  burning  of  the  fkin,  and  -  ^  ^ 

I  at  the  lame  time  have  ftools  by  a  purge  ^ 

I or  clyfter,  which  had  been  given  before  J 

I  without  effed/*  *  ^ 

[ 

In  the  three  following  cafes  a  blifter  ap-  ^ 

plied  round  the  navel  fucceeded,  when  the> 
means  ufually  employed  in  fuch  circum- 
fiances  had  been  previoully  tried  without 
fuccefs.  The  firft  was  a  true  ileus ;  in  the 
fecond  the  intellines  appeared  to  have 
ibeen  inflamed,  in  confequence  of  external 

*  Difeafes  of  the  Army,  p.  1 50. 

injury; 
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Case  I 


injury ;  and  in  the  third,  there  was  a  com¬ 
plete  inverfion  of  the  perillaltic  motion, 
clearly  fymptomatic ;  and  which  feems  to 
afford  a  ftrong  prefumptive  proof,  that  the 
operation  of  cantharides,  fo  applied,  is 
merely  antifpafmodic. 

N  the  3d  of  February,  1774,  I  was 
defired  to  vifit  a  young  man  in  this 
city,  who  had  been  attended  two  days  by 
an  apothecary.  He  had  repeatedly  bled 
him,  ordered  clyfters,  fomentations,  opi¬ 
ates,  and  a  variety  of  folutive  medicines  in 
a  fluid  flate,  and  in  the  form  of  pills,  with¬ 
out  the  leafl  advantage. - The  fymptoms 

were,  a  conftant  and  acute  pain  below  the 
navel,  continual  vomiting,  hiccough,  lan¬ 
guid  pulfe,  coftivenefs,  and  a  cadaverous 
countenance. 

I  directed  a  large  bliftering  plaifter, 
with  a  perforation  in  its  center,  to,  be  ap¬ 
plied  round  the  navel  %  and,  being  deter¬ 
mined  to  wait  the  effeds,  I  ordered  no  me¬ 
dicine.  Soon  after  he  experienced  the  pain 
of  the  blifter  he  enquired  for  the  clofe- 

ftooh 


IN  SURGERY. 


129 


ftool>  had  an  evacuation,  by  which  he  w^s 
much  relieved,  the  pain  of  the  abdomen 
gradually  abated,  and  in  a  few  days  he  was 
reftored  to  health.  A  proper  attention  to 
diet  was  obferved ;  but  the  patient  took 
no  medicine  after  the  application  of  the 
blifter. 

TN  the  beginning  of  the  year  1777,  a  Case 
•  boy>  fifteen  years  of  age,  accidentally 
fell  from  the  wall  of  a  gentleman's  garden, 
upon  fome  iron  pallifadoes,  the  fpikes  of 
which  projedled  feven  inches  beyond  the 
horizontal  rail.  He  was  fufpended  fome 
time ;  and,  when  he  was  taken  off,  it  was 
difcovered  that  he  had  feveral  wounds  in 
his  belly,  through  one  of  which  a  part  of 
the  inteftines  protruded. 

'  I  WAS  engaged,  when  this  accident 
happened,  in  other  bufinefs ;  and  there- 
fore  fent  a  gentleman  (at  that  time  a  pu¬ 
pil  of  mine)  to  the  affiftance  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,  with  inftruftions,  if  he  found  any 
difficulty  in  returning  the  prolapfed  intef- 
tine,  to  make  a  dilatation  of  the  wound 

K  with 
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with  a  biftoury,  fufficient  for  that  purpofe^. 
He  purfued  roy  directions  in  every  refpedt, 
but  could  not  fucceed. 

I  SAW  the  boy  In  the  evening.  There 
were  two  perforations  into  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen,  at  fome  little  diftance  from 
the  navel,  and  a  third  in  the  right  flank, 
near  the  flexure  of  the  thigh,  through 
which  a  fniall  portion  of  inteftine  was  ftill 
Jlrangiilated^  although  the  wound  of  the 
integuments  was  very  properly  dilated.  I 
difcovered,  upon  a  more  minute  examina¬ 
tion,  that  the  inteftine  was  forced  under 
Pouparf  s  ligament^  from  whence  the  im¬ 
pediment  to  reduction  arofe,  .With  a 
probe-pointed  curved  biftoury,  guarded  by 
the  fore-finger  of  my  left-hand,  I  divided 
the  ligament,  in  fuch  a  degree  as  was  ne- 
ceflfary  for  the  re-admifiion  of  the  intef¬ 
tine.  The  wound  was  united  by  the  in¬ 
terrupted  future.  Great  attention  was  paid 
to  every  circumftance  which  might  be  fup- 

^  Si  anguftius  vulnus  eft,  quam  ut  inteftina  com- 
«*  mode  refundantur,  incidendum  eft,  donee  fads  pateat/' 
Corn.  Ceir.  Medic.  Lib.  VII.  Cap.  i6, 

pofed 
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pofed  to  regard  either  the  prefent  welfare, 
or  future  recovery  of  the  patient.  The 
inteftinal  canal  was  kept  open  by  clyders ; 
pain  was  relieved  by  anodynes  s  faline  me¬ 
dicines  and  neutral  falts  were  given,  to 
abate  the  febrile  heat,  which  fupervened 
the  day  after  the  accident ;  fomentations 
were  applied  to  the  abdomen  5  and  blood 
was  freely  taken  from  the  aim.  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  precautions,  which 
(there  was  reafon  to  hope)  might  have 
afforded  better  fuccefs,  fymptoms  of  the 
moft  alarming  nature  very  foon  made  their 
appearance. 

a 

..  On  the  fourth  day  the  pulfe  was  quicks 
the  fkin  hot  and  dry  1  he  was  extremely 
reftlefs,  and  there  was  a  general  tenfion,  ac¬ 
companied  with  pain,  throughout  the  whole 
abdomen.  The  wound  of  the  groin  was 
particularly  painful  5  its  edges  indurated^ 
and,  upon  preffure,  fome  very  offenfive 
matter  was  forced  out.  To  give  as  free  a 
difcharge  to  it  as  poflible,  the  threads  of 
the  ligature  were  cut  through,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  ordered  to  lie  frequently  upon 
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the  affcdled  fide.  Before  the  next  day  the 
difcharge  of  matter  was  plenteous,  and  the 
relief  obtained  confiderable.  All  the  bad 
fymptoms  by  degrees  abated ;  and  when 
the  inflammatory  diathefis  was  removed,  I 

ordered  him  the  bark. 

\ 

In  twenty  days  after  the  accident,  the 
two  fuperior  wounds  were  entirely  healed, 
and  that  of  the  groin  in  a  good  ftate,  af¬ 
fording  a  proper  quantity  of  thick  pus, 
which  lelTened  every  day ;  fo  that  no  doubt 
feemed  then  to  remain,  but  in  a  little  time 
the  cure  muft  have  been  completed.  But 
before  this  event  happened,  and  near  a 
month  from  the  time  of  the  accident,  with¬ 
out  any  certain  apparent  caufe,  all  the 
fymptoms  of  the  ileus  came  on.  He  was 
coflive,  vomited,  and  had  a  conftant  and 
mofl:  violent  pain  in  the  inferior  part  of 
the  abdomen. 

He  was  then  ordered  fome  pills  of  calo¬ 
mel,  opium,  and  extradtum  catharticum, 
and  in  the  intervals  of  the  hours  when  he 
took  them,  he  drank  a  fmall  quantity  of  a 
folution  of  the  fal  cathart.  amar.  Clyfters 

were 
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were  alfo  diredled,  and  a  fomentation  was 
applied  to  the  abdomen. 

On  the  enfuing  day  he  was  worfe  In 
every  refpedl:^  a  hiccough  attended,  and 
the  clyfters  produced  no  ftool.  The  ca¬ 
lomel  pills  were  repeated,  and  in  the  in¬ 
termediate  hours  he  took  a  draught,  com- 
pofed  of  a  folution  of  caftor  oil  in  pepper¬ 
mint  water^  with  a  few  drops  of  lauda¬ 
num,  In  the  evening  he  was  exadly  in 
the  fame  ftate,  when  a  large  blifter  was 
applied  to  the  umbilical  region.  Before 
the  next  morning  his  vomiting  ceafed,  he 
had  feveral  ftools,  and  the  pain  was  in  a 
^  great  degree  abated.  From  this  time  he 
gradually  recovered,  and  continues  as  well 
as  he  ever  was  before.  When  he  lirft 
went  abroad  a  crural  hernia  happened, 
from  Poupart’s  ligament  having  been  di¬ 
vided  5  but  this  was  remedied,  by  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  a  proper  elaftic  bandage 

*  Tulpilis  relates  a  cafe,  where  a  hernia  fucceeded  a 
wound  of  the  abdomen,  which  being  negledled,  produced 
a  mortification  and  death,  feveral  years  after  the  accident 
happened.  Obferv.  Medic.  Lib.  III.  Cap.  20.  p.  211. 
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Case  j  |  ^  the  5th  of  November,  *  1 778,  John 
XXX.  Sneith,  a  boy  fifteen  years  of  age, 

received  a  violent  blow  upon  the  head, 
from  the  edge  of  an  iron-hooped  pail, 
which  fradured  the  fcull.  Although  a 
confiderable  portion  of  the  os  frontis  was 
depreffed,  the  boy  was  exempt  from  moft 
of  thofe  fymptoms,  which  ufually  attend 
fuch  accidents ;  and  the  day  after  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  blow,  he  was  very  fenfible,  and 
could  wxiik  about. 

At  this  time,  in  confultatiop  wdth  Mr. 
Harrold,  it  was  agreed,  by  repeated  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  trephine,  to  remove  all  the 
fradlored  portion  of  the  bone.  After  the 
operation  (which  was  performed  without 
^  cutting  off  any  part  of  the  fcalp)  he  was 
kept  quiet,  and  a  clyfier  was  direded. 

The  next  day  he  was  feverifh,  com¬ 
plained  rnuch  of  his  head,  and  vomited 

•  From  the  wonderful  fympathy  which  prevails  be-  ' 
twixt  the  head  and  the  precordia,  Scuitttus  obferves,  that  , 
almoft  all  thofe  who  receive  wounds  of  the  head,  com¬ 
plain  of  a  bitter  tafle  in  the  mouth.  Scultet.  Armamenf,  j 
Cbirurg.  p,  198.  '  | 
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As  the  clyfter  given  the  day  of  the  opera¬ 
tion  had  not  procured  any  evacuation,  he 
was  ordered  another,  in  which  an  ounce 
of  Epfom  fait  was  diffolved.  This  had 
no  better  fuccefs  j  and  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day  he  had  two  more  clyfters,  neither  of 
which  anfwered  the  intended  purpofe ; 
and  his  nurfe  fuppofed  they  came  up  by 
the  mouth,  as  the  licknefs  and  vomiting 
were  always  occafioned  as  much  after  them, 
as  when  he  took  any  thing  into  the  fto- 
mach. 

Some  blood  was  taken  from  the  arm, 
and  a  fmall  pill  was  adminiftered,  contain¬ 
ing  one  grain  of  opium,  and  three  of  ca¬ 
lomel.  On  the  third  day  from  the  opera¬ 
tion,  the  hopes  of  his  recovery  were  fmall ; 
the  fever  increafed,  attended  with  continual 
vomiting,  by  which  the  contents  of  the 
inteftines  were  difcharged  upward.  Clyf¬ 
ters  were  repeated,  but  no  ftools  were  pro¬ 
cured  ;  and  it  appeared  evident,  that  the 
periftaltic  motion  of  the  inteflinal  canal 
was  totally  inverted.  In  the  evening  he 
became  delirious,  and  it  required  conftant 
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attention  to  keep  him  in  bed.  He  had 
taken,  during  the  day,  faline  draughts,  in 
a  ftate  of  eftervefcence,  with  a  few  drops 
of  iaudanum  ;  bat  neither  thefe,  nor  any 
thing  we  could  contrive,  ftaid  upon  his 
ftomach  longer  than  a  few  minutes. 

In  this  deplorable  flate  of  the  cafe, 
when  every  effort  of  art  proved  fo  abfo» 
iutely  ineiiicacious,  a  large  blifter  was  ap¬ 
plied  round  the  navel,  and  its  fuccefs  much 
exceeded  our  exoedlations.  After  the  blif- 

^  X 

ter  had  Been  upon  the  abdomen  four  hours, 
the  vomiting  ceafed,  and  never  returned 
afterward.  Before  the  next  morninp*  he 

o 

had  two  ftools,  and  was  in  many  refpedls 
better,  although  he  ftill  continued  very  ill. 
The  delirium  was  gone,  but  he  had  great 
pain  in  his  head  5  his  pulfe  was  quick,  and 
in  the  evening  of  the  fourth  day  he  was  fo 
reftlefs,  that  we  thought  it  neceffary  to 
give  him  an  opiate. 

I 

On  the  5th  he  was  much  in  the  fame 
ftate,  and  this  night  he  had  feveral  ftools, 
which  were  fucceeded  by  a  ftrangury, 

and 
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and  fuch  a  violent  irritation  of  the  redtum, 
as  to  occafion  a  conftant  tenefmus.  An 
eryfepelatofe  eruption  alfo  covered  the  whole 
iurface  of  the  body.  The  ftrangury  and 
tenefmus  were  attributed  to  the  adlion  of 
the  cantharides,  and  they  were,  after  fome 
time,  relieved  by  drinking  a  decodtion 
of  marfli-mallow  roots,  and  a  folution  of 
fpermaceti,  with  a  proper  quantity  of  the¬ 
baic  tindture. 


On  the  feventh  he  was  much  reduced 

t 

in  ftrength,  but  continued  ienfible^  his 
face  was  pale,  his  pulfe  languid,  the  wound 
dry,  and  fhewed  not  the  leaft  difpofition 
to  digeft  -y  and  the  circumjacent  parts  were 
flabby  and  cedematous.  The  bark  was 
then  given,  and  repeated  until  the  eleventh 
day,  when  he  was  much  better  j  his 
ftrength  increafed,  and  the  edges  of  the 
fore  wore  a  more  favourable  afpedt ;  but 
the  furface  of  the  dura  mater  was  ftlll  black 
and  putrid.  The  parts  were  drefftd  with 
an  antifeptic  balfam,  compofed  of  mel  * 
rofar.  &  half,  traumat.  aa.  p,  e. 
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The  dura  mater  foon  afterward  floughed 
off,  and  a  fungus  arofe  from  the  brainy 
but  this  appeared  to  have  been  reftrained 
by  dry  lint,  affifted  with  moderate  preffure. 
The  patient  continued  to  mend  every  day, 
and  on  the  12th  of  January  the  wound 
was  completely  cicatrized. 

I 

Qjuerv,  Did  the  blifter  in  this  cafe  re* 
move  the  fpafm  of  the  inteftinal  canal,  by 
exciting  pain  on  the  Hein  of  the  abdomen  ? 
Or  was  the  periftaltic  motion  re-inverted 
by  the  aftioh  of  cantharides,  abforbed  into 
the  fyflem,  and  thence  irritating  the  neck 
of  the  bladder  and  redum  ? 


The 
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The  DISSECTION  of  a  WOMAN 
in  the  laft  month  of  PREGNAN CY. 

JE 

JT  N  the  year  1772  a  poor  woman  of  this 
city,  in  lifting  a  weight  too  great  for 
her  (trength,  was  feized  with  a  flooding, 
peing  very  near  the  expiration  of  her 
reckoning,  fhe  fent  for  a  midwife,  who 
tried  every  method  fhe  could  think  of,  for 
fome  days,  to  flop  the  difcharge,  but  in 
vain.  Within  a  few  minutes  after  the 
poor  woman  died,  I  was  haflily  fent  for,  by 
thofe  about  her,  to  extradl  the  child,  which 
they  affirmed  to  be  alive. 

I  WAS  very  glad  to  embrace  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  feeing  the  gravid  uterus,  and 
therefore  immediately  laid  open*  the  cavity 

of  the  abdomen,  by  a  crucial  incifion. - 

The  body  of  the  uterus  was  rather  to  the 
left  fide  i  the  fmall  inteftines  were  pufhed 
to  the  right,  and  againfl:  the  liver.  I 
opened  the  uterus  longitudinally,  and 
found  the  child  furrounded  by  the  water, 
fhe  membranes  not  having  been  broken. 

The 
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The  fcEtus  was  dead  ^  the  head  refted  up¬ 
on  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  the  occiput  cor- 
refponding  with  the  center  of  the  opening. 
The  os  uteri  was  not  much  dilated ;  the 
placenta  adhered  to  the  cervix,  excepting 
,  a  fmall  portion,  which  had  probably  been 
feparated  by  the  ftrain,  and  which  had 
been  the  caufe  of  the  flooding,  and  death 
of  the  woman. 


An 
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An  UNIVERSAL  EMPHYSEMA, 
occafioned  by  the  abforption  of  putrid 
fluids  from  the  uterus. 

I 

J  WAS  called  to  Mary  Winny,  in  this  Case 
city,  who  had  been  a  week  in  labour.  j„iy 
The  midwife  attending  informed  me  that 
the  child  prefented  right ;  that  the  labour 
had  from  the  beginning  proceeded  in  a 
Very  flow  manner,  but  that  of  late  her 
pains  had  left  her,  and  on  the  day  before^ 
her  body  had  began  to  fwell ;  whence  flip- 
pofing  her  in  great  danger,  fhe  had  defired 
that  I  might  be  fent  for* 

Upon  entering  the  room,  the  air  was 
fo  putrid  and  ofFenfive  that  I  could  fcarce 
bear  it.  The  patient’s  Ikin  was  hot,  and 
communicated  a  painful  fenfation  to  the 
touch ;  her  whole  body,  particularly  the 
face,  was  much  inflated.  The  reticular 
membrane  of  the  eye-lids  was  fo  much 
diftended,  that  fhe  had  no  power  of  open¬ 
ing  them,  and  fhe  complained  much  of 
thirft  and  internal  heat.*  When  the  fwell- 

ing 
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ing  was  examined  more  particularly,  it 
was  difcovered  to  be  vemphyfematous,  and  " 
that  the  cellular  membrane  was  univerally 
blown  up  by  air.  ,  The  head  of  the  child 
was  at  that  time  engaged  in  the  center  of 
the^  pelvis ;  the  fcalp  peeled  oiF,  which^ 
together  with  the  cadaverous  fmell,  proved 
that  it  had  been  dead  fome  time. 

-  I  OPENED  the  headi  and  with  a  crotchet 
extradled  the  child,  in  a  very  putrid  ftate. 
The  patient  was  ordered  into  another  room, 
the  windows  and  doors  of  which  were  kept 
conftantly  open.  She  was  direfted  to  eat 
currants,  goofeberries,  and  cherries  ^  her 
common  drink,  was  Port  wine  and  water, 
with  orange  and  lemon  juice ;  and  every 
two  hours  ihe  took  two  ounces' of  the  tine* 
ture  of  fofes.  ■  :> 

/r  r  ■  I  K  - ;  ' 

-  She  fhad  a  better  night  after  her. deli¬ 
very  than  could  have  been  expeded  ;  the 
next  day  fhe  was  cooler,  and  not  fo  much 
fwollen  5  on  the  third  day  fhe  could  open 
her  eye-lids.  The  antifeptic  plan  was  pur- 
fued :  fhe  took  the  bark  ^  by^degrees  the 
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i 

general  tumefaftion  fubfided  5  the  patient 
(contrary  to  my  expedlation)  recovered; 
and,  at  the  expiration  of  five  weeks,  was  as 
well  as  women  ufually  are  after  lying-in. 

This  uncommon  cafe  clearly  proves, 
that,  in  confequence  of  putrefadlion,  air 
may  efcape  from  the  fluids  into  the  cellu¬ 
lar  membrane,  or  that  part  of  it  where 
there  is  the  leafl:  refiftance;  that,  being 
rarefied  by  febrile  heat,  it  may  diftend  the 
body  in  a  wonderful  manner,  and  produce 
a  general  emphyfema.  Huxham  has  given 
an  account  of  two  cafes  of  emphyfema, 
which  arofe  from  a  putrid  caufe.  The  in- 
ftance  here  related,  feems  likewife  to  de- 
monftrate  that  putrid  fluids  may  beabforbed 
into  the  fyftem  from  the  uterus,  and  be  a 
caufe  of  very  dangerous  puerperal  fevers.  ' 


An 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  a  fatal  RETRO- 
VERSIO  UTERI. 


Case  T  WA S  defircd,  by  the  parifh- officers  of 

XXXIII.  A  to  vifit  Elizabeth  Arnold,  a 

July?,  1777.  -  1  1  T 

poor  woman  belonging  to  that  place.  1 

found  her  in  a  very  weak  ftate,  and  com¬ 
plaining  of  violent  pain  in  the  back  and 
abdomen.  Her  pulfe  was  very  quick  and 
tremulous ;  her  tongue  dry,  and  of  a  dark 
colour;  (he  vomited  frequently,  and  was 
much  fatigued  with  a  troublefome  hic¬ 
cough  ;  ffie  had  been  coftive  ten  days,  and 
I  was  informed  her  urine  diftilled  from  her 
involuntarily.  Her  complaints  in  general 
feemed  to  me  fo  much  to  refemble  thofe 
attending  an  inteftioal  hernia  under  ftran- 
gulation,  that  I  enquired  whether  ffie  had 
any  particular  fwelling  in  her  groins  or 
belly,  and  was  informed  ffie  had  a  great 
fwelling  at  her  navel.  Upon  examination, 
I  difcovered  a  general  tenlion  of  the  abdo¬ 
men,  and  a  large  elevated  tumour  at  the 
navel,  which  protruded  fo  much,  as  to  re¬ 
femble  the  half  of  a  melon.  The  fkin  upon 

the 
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ihe  apex  of  the  tumour  was  inflamed,  and 
fo  irritable^  that  the  leaft  touch  or  prcffure 
upon  it  gave  her  much  uneafinefs.  A  fur- 
geon  and  apothecary  in  the  neighbourhood 
had  ordered  various  medicines  for  her  re¬ 
lief,  none  of  which  were  retained  in  her 
ftomach ;  and  a  bliftering  plaifter  had  been 
applied  upon  the  tumour* 

From  her  defcription  of  the  fymptoms,^ 
at  my  firft  vifit,  1  muft  confefs  I  appre¬ 
hended  that  a  large  quantity  of  the  intef- 
tinal  canal  was  protruded  at  the  navel  i 
therefore  ordered  a  ftimulating  clyfter  to 
be  injefted  into  the  redlum  as  foon  as  pof- 
flble,  and  gave  her  internally  a  folution  of 
the  oleum  Ricini,  in  mint-water  ;  a  com- 
prefs  faturated  with  cold  vinegar  was  di- 
refted  to  be  applied  to  the  tumour* 

The  riext  day,  July  the  8th,  I  faw  her 
aeain.  Her  attendants  had  not  been  able 

o 

to  adminifler  the  clyfter,  the  pipe  could  ♦ 

not  be  introduced.  She  had  four  thin 
ftools  after  (lie  began  with  the  mixture;^ 
and  her  vomiting  had  been  much'lefs  fre- 

L  quent 
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qiient  than  on  the  preceding  day.  Not- 
withftanding  the  relief  that  might  have 
been  expedted  from  an  open  ftate  of  the 
belh%  the  fwelling  at  the  navel  was  in- 
creaied,  and  was  become  more  painful  than 
before.  The  cafe  appearing  now  more 
myfterious  than  ever,  I  again  defired  to 
hear  the  hiftory  of  her  complaints ;  and 
was  told,  that,  three  weeks  before  I  faw 
her,  fhe  imagined  herfelf  to  be  more  than 
twelve  weeks  gone  with  child  ;  that  one 
day  (lie  had  been  much  tired  in  weeding 
corn,  had  fat  three  hours  upon  the  cool 
grafs  to  reft ;  that  fhe  was  taken  ill  in  the 
evening,  and,  from  the  pains  fhe  expe¬ 
rienced,  believing  (he  was-  going  to  mif- 
carry,  {he  fent  for  her  midwife,  who  in¬ 
formed  her  fhe  was  nlDt  pregnant.  She 
was  feven  and  forty  years  of  age,  had  had 
feveral  children,  the  laft  of  which  was  born 
when  {lie  was  five  and  forty. 

/ 

I  EXAMINED  the  vagina,  and  the  cafe 
then  appeared  very  plain.  A  large,  hard, 
circumfcribed  tumour  was  fituated  betwixt 
my  finger  in  the  vagina,  and  another  intro¬ 
duced 

'  / 
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duced  into  the  reftum.  I  could  tidther 
difcover  the  os  uterh  nor  with  eafe  pafs 
my  finger  betwixt  the  tumour  and  the 
fymphyfis  of  the  ofla  pubis.  Having  at¬ 
tempted,  feveral  times,  to  introduce  a  ca¬ 
theter  into  the  bladder  without  fuccefs,  I 
made  a  very  confiderable  preiTure  upon 
the  tumour  in  the  vagina,  which  receding 
a  little,  a  fmall  ftream  of  urine  rufhed 
out.  The  catheter  was  then  eafily  intro¬ 
duced,  and  fix  pints  were  drawn  off:  the 
tumour  at  the  navel  immediately  fubfided. 
The  prefiure  upon  the  redum  was  fo  great, 
as  not  to  allow  of  a  clyfter  pafling;  as 
foon,  therefore,,  as  the  bladder  was  emp¬ 
tied,  I  placed  the  patient  upon  her  elbows 
and  knees,  in  the  manner  recommended 
in  the  Medical  Obfervations  and  Enqui--* 
ries,  and  having  introduced  two  fingers  of 
the  left-hand  into  the  redtum,  and  as 
many  of  the  right  as  I  could  pafs  into  the 
vagina,  I  endeavoured  to  replace  the  re- 
troverted  uterus ;  but  it  was  fo  locked  up 
in  the  pelvis,  that  I  could  not  fucceed, 

L  2  She 
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July  9.  She  was  much  worfe  and  weaker  m 
every  refpeil.  I  drew  ofF  by  the  catheter 
on  this  day,  about  four  pints  of  urine,  and 
again  tried  various  methods  to  reinftate  the 
uterus,  but  all  my  endeavours  were  inef- 
feitual.  She  now  funk  very  faft,  and 
every  fymptom  became  worfe ;  in  the 
evening  there  was  an  appearance  of  blood 
upon  the  linen  and  bed-cloaths,  and  on 
the  next  day  ilie  died. 

The  day  fucceeding  her  death  I  ex¬ 
amined  the  body,  affifted  by  Mr.  Harrold. 

- The  bladder  was  very  much  diftended, 

and  its  fundus  extended  higher  than  the 
navel.  The  intqftinal  canal,  in  general, 
was  filled  with  air,  and  in  many  parts  dif- 
covered  marks  of  inflammation.  The  in¬ 
ferior  part  of  the  tube  was  more  particu¬ 
larly  difeafed.  The  colon  was  amazingly 
enlarged,  inflamed,  and  the  mefocolon  in- 
terfperfed  with  gangrenous  fpots.  The 
bladder  contained  a  large  quantity  of  bloody, 
coffee-coloured  urine;  and  more  than  half  a 
pound  of  coagulated  blood  was  in  its  cavity. 
I  made  a  tranfverfe  incifion  through  the 

inferior 
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inferior  and  pofterior  part  of  the  bladder, 
into  the  upper  part  of  the  vagina,  and  dif- 
covered  the  os  tincce  prejenting  to  the  fu'^ 
perior  part  of  the  fymphyfis  of  the  offa  pu¬ 
bis.  I  paffed  a  catheter  into  it,  the  in- 
ftrument  took  a  diredtion  downward,  and 
with  my  finger  in  the  vagina,  felt  its  point 
in  the  fundus  of  the  uterus,  now  refting 
upon  the  os  coccygis.  By '  prefling  alter¬ 
nately  on  the  upper  and  lower  parts  of  the 
uterus,  I  could  very  diflinClIy  feel,  at  the 
inferior  part  of  the  vagina,  the  head  of  the 
foetus  fluduate  and  fl:rike  againfl:  the  point 
of  my  finger,  which  was  then  oppofite 
the  fundus  of  the  uterus. 

The  pelvis  was  fo  filled  up  that,  not- 
withftanding  all  refifliance  from  the  integu¬ 
ments  and  abdominal  mufcles  was^  remov¬ 
ed,  and  the  weight  of  the  inteftines  and 
bladder  taken  off,  we  could  not  reduce  the 
uterus,  until  we  had  divided  the  lymphy- 
fis  of  the  pubes.  Then  introducing  my 
hand  into  the  vagina,  I  returned  the  gravid 
uterus,  and  we  were  furprifed  at  the  fize 
of  it.  It  contained  a  male  foetus,  com-  - 
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pletely  -formed ;  the  membranes  were  un^ 
broken,  nor  were  any  of  the  contents  in 
any  refped:  difcafed ;  there  was  a  confider- 
abl^ quantity  of  the  liquor  amnii. 

Dr.  De  la  Cour  of  Bath,  and  Dr. 
Simfqn  of  this  place,  faw  the  uterus,  &c, 
at  rny  houfe,  the  day  after  the  diffedtion, 
and  \vere  of  opinion  that4he  fetus  muft 
have  been  at  leaft  four  months  old  at  the 
time  the  wonian  died.  If  a  fimilar  cafe 
was  to  occur  in  my  pradlice  again,  I  flhoiild 
be  inclined  to  try  the  method  recommend¬ 
ed  by  Dr.  Hunter ;  by  a  fmall  trochar  to 
perforate  the  uterus  through  the  vagina  : 
from  this  operation  the  liquor  amnii  would 
be  difcharged,  and  an  opportunity  given  of 
reducing:  the  uterus;  or  if  redudlion  could 
not  be  immediately  accompliflied,  abortion 
might  take  place,  which  would  probably 
anfwer  the  fame  beneficial  purpofes. 


An 
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An  UNCOMMON  CASE  In 
LITHOTOMY. 

qp  OLDHAM,  of  Griff,  in  the  Case 
•  county  of  Warwick,  came  to 
ventry,  to  be  cut  for  the  ftone.  In  the 
prefence  of  feveral  gentlemen  of  the  fa¬ 
culty,  I  performed  the  operation.  When 
the  forceps  was  introduced  into  the  blad¬ 
der  I  could  very  diftinflly  feel  the  ftone, 
and  obtained  a  firm  hold  of  it  between  the 
blades  of  the  inftrument.  In  attempting 
to  extradl  it,  I  met  with  fo  much  refiftance, 
that  it  unfortunately  flipt  out  of  the  for¬ 
ceps,  into  fuch  a  fituation  of  the  bladder, 
that  it  could  not  afterward  be  touched, 
although  feveral  endeavours  were  made  for 
that  purpofe,  by  myfelf  and  the  other  gen¬ 
tlemen,  with  various  kinds  of  forceps,  both 
ftraight  and  curved.  After  fatiguing  the  pa¬ 
tient  to  no  good  purpofe  for  a  confiderable 
time,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  order 
him  to  bed,  and  to  defer  any  other  at¬ 
tempts  to  extradt  the  ftone,  until  thofe 
fymptoms  which  we  expedted  would  be 
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the  refult  of  the  injury  the  parts  had  al¬ 
ready  fuffered,  fhould  have  fubfided. 

,  The  fymptomatic  fever  was  as  favour^ 

able  as  it  ufually  is  after  any  of  the  great 
operations  of  furgery ;  and,  with  the  af- 
fiftance  of  an  opiate,  the  patient  flept  fe- 
veral  hours  the  firft  night.  His  bowels 
were  kept  open  by  clyfters,  and  fuch  other 
direcflions  given  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
feemed  to  require.  On  the  fifth  day  he 
was  fo  well,  that  we  determined  to  make 
■  another  attempt  to  extradl  the  ftone. 

Accordingly,  the  patient  being 
placed  upon  a  table,  in  the  fame  fituation, 
and  fecured  in  the  fame  manner  as  when 
he  was  cut,  by  means  of  a  common  di-- 
redor  a  gorget  was  introduced  into  the 
bladder,  to  ferve  as  a  condudor  for  the 
forceps.  The  fione  was  again,  with  fome 
little  difficulty,  engaged  in  the  forceps; 
but,  probably  from  the  fame  caufe  as  be¬ 
fore,  it  could  not  be  extraded,  notwith- 
Handing  all  the  precautions  we  ufed  on 
this  occafion.  When  it  flipped  out  of  the 
,  forceps,’ 
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forceps,  the  patient  faid  that  he  found  It 
was  drawn  up  high  in  his  body,  as  if  it 
had  beep  adted  upon  by  a  fucker.  After 
this  happened,  we  were  never  able  to  touch 
the  ftone  again  by  the  inftrument.  It 
probably  got  into  a  pouch  of  the  bladder, 
near  the  fundus,  becaufe,  after  its  retrac¬ 
tion  from  the  forceps,  we  could  feel  it  by 
preffingjOver  the  offa  pubis;  but  neither  this 
preffure,  nor  any  change  in  the  pofition  of 
the  body,  made  any  alteration  in  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  ftone.  In  the  fpace  of  thirteen 
days  he  was  placed  five  different  times  up¬ 
on  the  table,  and  every  effort  we  could 
devife  to  extradl  the  ftone  was  pradlifed 
without  fuccefs. 

<  By  fo  much  reiterated  pain  and  fatigue, 
the  life  of  the  patient  was  reduced  to  great 
hazard.  He  was  kept,  however,  as  eafy 
as  filch  circumftances  would  admit,  by  a 
very  free  ufe  of  opium'.  On  the  fourteenth 
day,  after  a  very  reftlefs  night,  there  hap¬ 
pened  a  large  difcharge  of  purulent  and 
offenfive  matter  from  the  bladder.  The 
next  day  I  fecured  the  ftone  within  the 
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blades  of  the  forceps,  and  extraded  it  with 
very  little  difficulty. 

The  various  attempts  to  extrad  the 
flone,  accompanied  with  fo  much  pain  and 
irritation,  brought  on  fuch  fymptoms,  that 
we  could  not  flatter  ourfelves  (although 
the  ftone  was  now  removed)  that  the  man 
could  live  many  days.  His  voice  was  fo 
low  "and  hoarfe  that  it  could'  fcarce  be 
heard ;  his  tongue  v/as  dry  and  brown ; 
the  whole  internal  furface  of  the  mouth' 
was  covered  with  apthous  incruflations ; 
bis  pulfe  was  weak  and  intermitting;  he 
hiccoughed  often ;  and  a  very  extenfive 
mortification  occupied  the  region  of  the  os 
facrunl. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  very  dan¬ 
gerous  circumftances,  the  patient  gradually 
recovered  a  perfed  flate  of  health ;  the 
urine,  after  fome  time,  flowed  through  its 
proper  channel,  and  the  wound  was  com- 
I  pletely  cicatrized.  The  aptha^  were  foon 
cured  by  the  exprefled  juice  of  turnips, 

,  given  internally,  as  recommended  by  Ka- 

telaer, 
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telaer  *,  and  a  plentiful  ufe  of  the  bark 
appeared  to  .be  ferviceable :  but  the  patient 
probably  owes  his  life  to  the  great  abilities 
and  attention  of  Mr.  Harrold,  who  fuper- 
intended  the  whole  treatment. 

s 

I  REMEMBER  to  have  feen  in  London 
a  man,  who  had  been  cut  for  the  ftone  at 
Montpelier :  he  had  with  him  a  certifi¬ 
cate,  figned  by  four  furgeons,  defcribing 
the  particulars  of  the  operation,  and  fetting 
forth,  that  the  extradion  of  the  ftone  could 
not  be  accomplifhed  until  the  third  week 
after,  although  many  attempts  had  been 
made  for  that  purpofe.  At  length  they 
fucceeded,  after  a  fuppuration  of  the  in¬ 
ternal  coat  of  the  bladder  had  loofened  an 
'  adhefion,  which,  in  their  opinion,  had 
taken  place  between  the  ftone  and  the 
bladder. 


♦  Katelaer  de  Apthis,  p.  50. 
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A  DESCRIPTION  of  the  PRE¬ 
SENT  METHOD  of  OPERAT¬ 
ING  for  the  STONE. 


W  O  days  before  the  operation,  if 
the  patient  is  plethoric,  fome  blood 
fhould  be  taken  from  the  arm,  and  he  may 
ufe  a  warm  bath  in  the  evening.  The  next 
day  after  bleeding,  a  proper  dofe  of  manna 
and  Rochelle  fait  fhould  be  given  in  the 
morning,  and  at  bed-time  an  anodyne 
draught  is  to  be  adminiftered.  A  common 
clyfter  muft  be  injedled  into  the  redtum, 
two  hours  before  the  operation ;  and  after 
its  difcharge  the  patient  fhould  be  inftrud- 
cd  to  retain  his  urine,  that  the  pofterior 
part  of  the  bladder  may  be  fecured  from 
injury  when  the  cutting  gorget  is  intro¬ 
duced. 


The  perinseum  having  been  lhaved,  and 
"the  patient  properly  fecured  upon  a  table 
of  convenient  ftrudure,  the  furgeon  muft 
pafs  the  groove^ftaff  into  the  bladder ;  by 
inclining  its  handle  obliquely  toward  the 

right 
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right  groin,  the  groove  v^ill  prefent  to  the 
left  fide  of  the  perineum.  The  ftaff*  is 
then  to  be  delivered  to  the  afliftant  fur- 
geon,  who  is  not  only  to  hold  it  firm> 
but  to  give  it  fome  degree  of  preffure  for¬ 
ward,  and  in  the  direftion  he  received  it ; 
another  perfon  is  to  fupport  the  fcrotum. 
The  operator  is  to  fix  himfelf  in  a  chair 
of  convenient  height,  with  his  right  foot 
upon  a  flool,  that  by  refting  his  elbow 
on  his  knee,  his  hand  may  be  fupported 
with  more  fteadinefs  during  the  operation. 
The  knife  is  then  to  be  introduced  at  a 
point  a  little  on  the  left  fide  the  raphe  of 
the  perinaeum,  and  about  half  an  inch  be¬ 
low  the  fymphyfis  of  the  offa  pubis.  The 
incifion  is  to  be  carried  on  obliquely  down¬ 
ward  and  outward,  and  to  terminate  rather 
below  the  obtufe  procefs  of  the  left  if- 
chium.  If  this  is  properly  done,  the 
'  length  of  the  incifion  in  adults  will  be 
about  three  inches  and  a  half.  Another 
incifion  muft  then  be  made  nearer  the 
middle  line  of  the  pelvis,  and  of  lefs 
extent  than  the  former,  by  which  the 
tranfverfalis  perin^ei,  and  part  of  the 

fibres 
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fibres  of  the  levator  ani  mufcles,  fhould 
be  divided.  The  line  of  this  incifion  will 
be  clofe  to  the  left  fide  of  the  mufculus 
accelerator  urinae,  which  will,  in  fome  de¬ 
gree,  be  removed  from  its  natural  fituation, 
by  the  oblique  diredion  of  the  ftaff.  The 
defign  of  this  procefs  is  to  expofe  the  mem¬ 
branous  part  of  the  urethra,  through  which 
the  groove  of  the  ftaff  ought  to  be  diftindly 
,  felt.  If  this  cannot  be  done  to  the  fatif- 
fadioii  of  the  furgeon,  he  muft  diffed  a 
little  deeper  through  the  cellular  mem¬ 
brane,  and  divide  any  bridles  or  fibres 
that  may  happen  to  be  in  his  way.  When 
the  groove  of  the  ftaff  can  be  accurately 
diftinguifhed,  th'e  operator  is  to  prefs  the 
end  of  the  nail  of  his  left  thumb  upon  the 
right  edge  of  the  groove,  by  which  he 
may  with  facility  condud  the  point  of  the 
knife  into  the  fulcus.  When  he  is  cer¬ 
tain  the  knife  and  groove  of  the  ftaff  are 
in  naked  contaB,  he  is  to  divide  the  mem¬ 
branous  part  of  the  urethra  to  the  anterior 
furface  of  the  proftate  gland 

*  The  term  anterior  is  here  iifed  in  relation  to  the  fu^ 

.  fine  pofition  of  the  patient. 

The 
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The  wound  of  the  urethra  having  been 
thus  properly  made,  .the  furgeon  is  to  io”- 
troduce  the  beak  of  the  common" cutting 
gorget  into  the  groove  of  the  ftafF,  where 
he  muft  fuftain  its  fituation  with  firmnefsj, 
and  riling  from  his  chair,  beds  to  take  the 
ftafF  in  his  left-hand,  from  the  affiftant* 
The  diredlion  of  the  Half  is  then  to  be 
changed.  Hitherto  it  had  been  prefled 
downward,  and  obliquely  forward,  to  fa« 
cilitate  the  intention  of  cutting  into  the 
groove ;  the  handle  is  now  to  be  brought 
forward,  by  which  the  point  in  the  blad¬ 
der  will  be  raifed,  and  the  curvature  re¬ 
moved  nearer  the  arch  of  the  pubes 
The  handle  of  the  gorget  is  to  be  prefled 
as  low  down  by  the  fide  of  the  anus  as 
the  w^ound  will  admit,  and  its  beak  is  to 
be  pulhed  upward  and  along  the'  groove 
of  the  flaff,  until  it  enters  the  bladder  i 
by  which  manoeuvre  the  proftate  gland 
will  be  divided  laterally,  and  the  danger 

*  If  this  circumftance  is  not  attended  to,  the  gorget 
may  be  pulhed  into  the  cellular  fubflance  betwixt  the 
redum  and  bladder,  or  even  into  the  cavity  of  the  for¬ 
mer  ;  an  accident  I  once  faw  happen  to  an  operator  in 
London* 


avoided 
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avoided  of  wounding  the  left  feniinal  dtfif  j’ 
which  opens  clofe  to  the  caput  Gallina- 
ginis,  now  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  fulcus  of 
the  ftafF. 

The  furgeon  will  know  when  the  gor¬ 
get  is  in  the  bladder,  by  the  elfiux  of 
urine.  The  ftafF  is  then  to'  be  withdrawn^^ 
and  the  forceps,  conduded  by  the  gorget^ 
introduced  into  the  bladder.  The  gorget 
muft  be  removed,  and,  before  the  blades 
of  the  forceps  are  opened,  every  endea¬ 
vour  ftiould  be  made  to  afcertain,  with  all 
poffible  precifion,  the  fituation  of  the  ftone.' 
It  frequently  is  the  cafe  that  it  lies  in  a 
kind  of  bed,  formed  by  its  weight  and 
preflure,  below  the  proftate  gland,  and 
the  moment  the  forceps  is  opened,  it  gets 
beyond  and  over  the  ftone.  When  this 
happens,  it  will  be  advifeable  to  employ  a 
pair  of  forceps  whofe  blades  are  curved,  or 
form  an  angle  with  the  handles  of  the  in- 
ftrument.  If  the  ftone  is  fttuated  higher 
ia  the  bladder,  and  there  touched  by  the 
points  of  the  ftraight  forceps,  the  operator, 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  opens  the  inftru- 

ment^ 
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meiit,  jfhould  advance  it,  otherwife,  when 
he  clofes  the  forceps  to  embrace  the  ftone, 
it  will  only  rub  againft  its  anterior  furface ; 
becaufe  as  the  blades  divaricate,  they  de- 
fcHbe  a  fegment  of  a  circle,  arid  are  every 
moment  receding  from  the  (lone,  if  the 
caution  here  given  is  not  obferved. 

In  the  extraftion  of  the  ftone,  the  fur- 
geon  muft  avail  himfelf  of  his  anatomical 
knowledge  of  the  bones  and  ligaments  of 
the  pelvis.  He  will  refleft,  that  if  he 
gives  the  forceps  a  diredlion  upward,  he 
will  be  refifted  and  counteraded  in  his  de- 
ligns  by  the  branches  of  the  offa  pubis, 
which  are  not  capable  of  giving  way ; 
whereas  if  he  ads  diredly  downward,  or 
obliquely  to  the  left  fide,  the  os  coccygis 
and  lacro-fciatic  ligament  will  admit  of 
confiderable  dilatation. 

For'  more  minute  diredions  relative  to 
the  engaging  the  ftone  in  the  forceps,  or 
its  confequent  extradion,  I  muft  beg  leave 
to  refer  the  reader  to  Monf.  le  Dran  ^  and 

*  Le  Dran’s  Operations,  tranflated  by  Mr.  Gataker, 
p.  239,  &c. 

M  Mr, 
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Mr  Bromfield  who  have  treated  thefe 
fa bj efts  very  copioufly. 

A  FISTULA  in  A  N  O,  from  which 
a  ft  one  was  ext  rafted. 

tN  the  month  of  November,  17745.  Mr. 

^  of  Warwick,  applied  to  me 
on  account  of  a  fiftula  in  ano, .  which  he 
had  been  afflifted  with  more  than  twelve 
months.  Upon  examination,  an  aperture 
was  difccvered  about  half  an  inch  from 
the  verge  of  the  anus,  on  the  left  fide. 

Through  this  opening  I  introduced  a 
probe  into  the  finus,  more  than  two  inches 
deep,  in  a  direftion  parallel  with  the  rec« 
turn,  and  felt  at  the  bottom  a  ftone.  From 
the  nature  of  the  difcharge  through  the  fifr 
tulous  opening,  I  fufpefted  likewife  there 
was  a  communication  with  the  reftum.  I 
paffed  a  probe- pointed  curved  biftoury  to 
the  bottom  of  the  finus,  and  receiving  its 
point  upon  my  finger,  within  the  reftum, 

'  *  Chiriargical  Obfervaticns  and  Cafes,  Yol.  IL  p. 
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Withdrew  them  together,  by  which  means 
the  cavities  of  the  fiftula  and  redlum  were 
laid  into  one,  and,  by  the  fame  ilroke  of 
the  knife,  the  fphinfter  mufcle  was  divided. 
A  pair  of  common  forceps  being  conveyed 
into  the  w^ound,  I  extraited  a  done,  which 
appeared  to  have  belonged  to  a  plumb  or 
apricot. 

No  other  particular  circumftance  oc¬ 
curred  worth  relating  in  this  cafe.  In  the 
fpace  of  two  months  the  wound  healed ; 
but  the  patient  (from  his  age,  and  the 
fphijnfler  mufcle  having  been  much  weak¬ 
ened  by  difeafe)  experienced  fome  incon¬ 
venience  from  not  being  able,  at  all  times^ 
to  retain  his  excrement. 


/ 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  the  good  effefls 
of  DIVIDING  the  APONEURO- 
SIS  of  the  BICEPS  xMUSCLE, 
in  a  painful  lacerated  wound 

A  Plethoric  young  woman,  fervant  to 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Goodwin,  at  Lough- 
ton  in  Buckinghamlhire,  on  the  iith  of 
June,  1769,  was  thrown  from  a  cart,  and 
in  the  fall  received  a  wound  by  a  flint.  In 
the  flexure  of  the  arm.  I  faw  her  fooa 
after  the  accident :  fhe  was  then  in  great 
pain  5  there  had  been  a  confiderable  hse- 
morrhage,  and  her  arm  was  much  fwol- 
len.  The  wound  was  tranfverfe,  near  an 
inch  in  length,  its  lower  extremity  termi¬ 
nating  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  inner 
condyle  of  the  os  humeri.  The  fqfcia  of 
the  biceps  mufcle  was  torn,  and  part  of  it 
appeared  ragged  between  the  lips  of  the 
wound. 

✓ 

*  This  cafe  was  publifiied  In  the  fourth  volume  of  the 
Medical  ObfervadOns  and  Enquiries. 


An 
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An  emollient  cataplafm  ^  was  applied 
to  her  arm  ;  fixteen  ounces  of  blood  were 
taken  away ;  the  fore- arm  was  kept  in  a 
bent  polition,  to  relax  the  biceps ;  and  the 
patient  was  direfted  to  bed  :  a  laxative  me¬ 
dicine  was  alfo  ordered  to  keep  the  body 
open.  She  paffed  the  night  very  ijl,  and 
was  feverifh  j  her  arm  was  exceffively 
painful ;  ftie  could  neither  moye  it  herfelf, 
nor  would  flie  fuffer  it  to  be  moved  by  any 
one  elfe. 

A  FORTNIGHT  clapfed,  during  which 
time  the  bad  fymptoms  I  have  defcribed 
continued,  notwithftanding  a  ftrift  anti- 
phlogiftic  plan  was  purfued.  The  pain 
was  fo  acute,  that  even  opium  produced 
neither  eafe  nor  fleep,  and  the  great  irri¬ 
tation  kept  up  a  conftant  fever,  accompa¬ 
nied  alternately  with  fhiverings  and  weak¬ 
ening  fweats.  The  wound  difcharged  a 

*  From  the  experience  I  have  fince  had,  in  fome  cafes 
where  the  aponeurofes  of  tendons  have  been  wounded,  I 
have  reafon  to  believe,  that  if  cold  ajirittgents  had  been  • 
employed  in  the  above  recited  cafe,  inilead  of  warm  emol¬ 
lient  cataplafms,  there  would  have  been  no  neceflity  for 
dividing  the  fafcia  of  the  biceps  mufcle. 

M  3  thin 
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thin  gleet,  of  a  greenifii  colour^  the  parts 

around  it  v^ere  much. indurated,  and,  as 

file  expreffed  it,  her  arm  felt  as  if  it  had 

been  bound  tight  by  a  cord,  ^ 

^  #- 

In  thefe  difi;reffing‘circumf!:ances,  .when 
her  hfe  was  apparently  in  the  greateft-  dan¬ 
ger,  I  deterniined  to  divide  the  fafcia^ 
thinking,  by  taking  off  the  ftfiifture,  we^ 
fliould  probably  have  an  alteration  ' in  our 
favour.  On  the  twenty- fifth  of  June  I 
made  an  incifion,  two  inches  long,  through 
the  integuments  and  aponeurofis  of  the 
mufcie^.  As  foon*-  as  this  was  done,  the 
divided  parts  of  the  fafcia  ilev/  open,  and 
the  fuccefs  was"  equal  to  our  expedlation. 
She  was  relieved  immediately ;  the  pain^ 
tumour,  inflammation,  and  fever  left  her  ^ 
and  the  firfl;  time  the  dreffings  were  re¬ 
moved  after  the  operation,  there  was  laud¬ 
able  pus,  inftead  of  the  thin  gleet  which 
had  been  before  corilliandy  difcharged.  The 
wound  granulated  and  healed  as  foon,  and 
with  as  little  trouble,  -  as  if  it  had  been  in 
any  other  ^^part  of  the  body.  It  may  be 
iieceflary  to  obferve,  that  there  was  no 

matter 
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matter  under  'the  fafcia^  nor  was  the  di- 
vifion  of  it  attended  with  much  pain. 

Whoever  confiders  the  great  irritabi¬ 
lity  of  parts  in  a  ftate  of  inflammation,  and 
how  much  the  pain  is  increafed  by  any 
preffbre  of  bandage,  will  eaflly  account  for 
the'  fudden  relief  which  this  perfon  had 
from  a  diyifion  of  the  fafcia,  the  inelaf- 
ticity  of  which  prevented  it  from  -  giving 
way  to  the  fwellirig  of  the  parts  beneath 
it ;  and  this  cafe  feems  to  make  it  ex¬ 
tremely  probable,  that  the  bad  fymptoms 
following  wounds  of  the  tendons,  and  their 
aponeurofes,  refult  more  from  mechanical 
prelTure,  than  any  peculiarity  in  the  ftruc- 
ture  of  thefe  parts,  which  were,  tilhof 
late,  thought  fo  exquifitely  nervous  and 
fenflble. 
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The  HISTORY  of  a  RUPTURE  ' 
of  the  C  R  U  R  A  L  VEIN,  attended 
with  a  very  large  extrayafation  of  blood. 

TV/r R.  B- — —  had  the  misfortune  to  falj 
from  his  horle,  and  was  rode  over 

■  ■  C 

by  another  gentleman,  ciofe  behind  him. 
He  was  carried  to  an  inn  at  Nuneaton, 
and  a  fargeon  refident  at  that  place  imme¬ 
diately  fent  for.  The  next  day,  fome  very 
alarming  fymptqms  having  appeared,  I  was 
defired  to  vifit  him,  with  an  eminent  phy- 
ftcian  of  this  city. 

In  the  fuperior  part  qf  the  right  thigh, 
near  the  groin,  and  juft  below  Poupart’s 
ligament,  was  a  fmall  efchar,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  occafioned  by  the  vio- 
knt  preffure  and  blow  of  the'horfe’s  flioe. 
The  integuments  of  the  anterior  part  of 
the  thigh,  as  well  as  of  the  inferior  region 
of  the  abdomen,  were  raifed  up  in  a  very 
extraordinary  manner  byextravafated  blood, 
and  the  whole  fcrotum  was  prodigioufly 
enlarged. 

Cloths 

■  i  • 
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Cloths  wetted  with  a  folution  of 

r 

erude  fal  ammoniac  in  vinegar,  were  con¬ 
tinually  applied  cold  to  the  affefted  parts, 
to  promote  the  reabforption  of  the  fluid  ;  , 
and  every  proper  direction  was  given  by 
Dr.'^Simfon,  refpefting  the  internal  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  patient. 


The  fuccefs  attending  the  methods  that 
were  purfued  was  fo  great,  that  on  the 
fourth  day  from  the  accident,  more  than 
half  the  extravafated  blood  appeared  to 
have  been  taken  into  the  road  of  circula- 
idqn.  From  this  time  the  procefs  of  ab- 
forption  did  not  appear  to  go  on  fo  rapidly  ,; 
the  efchar  was  feparating,  in  every  point, 
from  the  contiguous  parts;  and  we  had 
apprehenfions  that  it  might,  poflibly,  have 
been  thrown  off  before  the  wound  of  the 
veflfel  which  had  furnilhed  the  extravafated 
blood,  Ihould  have  been  healed.  The 

I 

cold  application  of  vinegar,  &c.  was 
therefore  continued  until  the  eighth  day, 
which  time  the  flough  came  away,  with 
a  large  quantity  of  thick  grumous  blood. 
The  parts  affedled  were  then  covered  with 

the 
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the  ceratum  faponaceum,  except  the 
wound,  which  was  dreffed  with  a  pledget 
of  foft  digeilive,  that  as  little  impediment 
as  poffible  might  be  given  to  the  difeharge. 
The  grumous  blood  came  away  every  day 
in  confidarahle  quantities,  by  which  the 
bulk  of  the  tumour  was  diminifhed ;  there 
was  no  return  of  internal  hemorrhages 
and  in  two  months  the  cure  was  perfected, 
without  any  particular  accident,  but  the 
epidydymis  of  the  right  tefticle  remained 
fpr  feme  time  indurated  and  enlarged. 
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An  ANEURISM  of  the  P  O  P  L  U 
TEAL  A  R  T  E  R  with  fomc 
REMARKS  pn  ANEURISMS 
in  general. 

T  T  hath  been  inconteftibly  demonftrated, 

■  that  the  principal  arterial  trunks  of. the 
leg  and  arm  may  be  tied  in  the  operation 
for'  the  aneurifm,  and  the  circulation  of 
the  blood  afterward  carried  on  by  the  col¬ 
lateral  anaftomofing  branches  It  hath 
been  faid,  and  indeed  upon  the  evidence 
pf  reafon  and  experience,  that  this  opera*^ 
tion  will  fucceed  beft  when  a  due  degree 
of  preffure  upon  the  tumour  hath  been 
previoufly  made,  by  which  the  collateral 
branches  will  be  gradually  dilated,  and  the 

*  Parey  was  the  firft  perfon  who  fecured  the  bleeding 
veffels  after  amputation  with  a  ligature  ;  hut  this  method 
was  recommended  long  before. — Thus  Galen  fays, 
genere  obturantium  quodammodo  ell,  & 

“  vinculum  ipfis  vafis  fanguinem  fundentibus  circumpo- 
fitum,  ipfique  nollri  digiti,  dum  ea  committunt  & 
conftringunt.”  Method  Med.  Lib.  V.  Cap.  3.  Charter. 

Tom.  X.  p.  107,  &:c. — From  the  time  of  Galen  to  Am- 
brofe  Parey,  furgeons  were  ufed  to  retrain  hasmorrhages 
from  the  larger  arteries  with  the  adlual  cautery. 
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new  road  for  the  blood  opened,  before  the 
old  one  be  rendered  impervious. 

The  recommendation  of  the  ufe  of  pref- 
fure,  as  a  proper  preparative  for  the  opera¬ 
tion,  muft,  however,  be  received  with  li¬ 
mitation,  as  there  are  fome  fpecies  of  the 
ipurious  aneurifm,  where  it  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed  to  take  place.  Till  within  thefe  very 
few  years,  it  was  an  opinion  generally  re¬ 
ceived  amongft  furgeons  in  England,  that 
if  the  principal  arterial  trunk  of  the  arm 
or  thigh  was  tied,  the  parts  below  the  li¬ 
gature  muft  necelTarily  mortify,  from  an 
interception  of  the  blood  which  fhould 
noliriih  them.  Whenever,  therefore,  an 
aneurifm  had  its  feat  in  the  crural  or  hume- 
ral  artery  (above  the  flexure  of  the  elbow 
joint)  nothing  but  amputation  was  thought 
of.  Some  very  eminent  furgeons  have  de¬ 
clared  their  opinion,  that  whenever  the 
operation  for  the  aneurifm  hath  fucceeded 
in  the  bend  of  the  arm,  the  artery  had  di¬ 
vided  above  the  part  (a  variety  fometimes 
obferved)  and  a  branch  only  had  been  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  ligature. 
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Anatomists  have  difcovered,  by  their 
injedions,  that  the  whole  body  is  an  anaf- 
tomofis  of  veffels,  and  by  this  wife  dif- 
pofition  of  OUT  machine,  whenever  the 
vafcular  fyftem  of  any  particular  part 
is  obftrudcd,  the  circulation  will  be  car¬ 
ried  on  by  the  collateral  veffels.  It  feems 
to  have  been  referved  for  modern  furgery, 
to  prove  that  even  the  trunks  of  the  hu-- 
meral  and  crural  arteries  may  be  included 
in  a  ligature,  and,  notwithftanding  the 
great  impediment  to  the  circulation  of  the 
blood,  which  muff  be  the  refult  of  the 
operation,  the  parts  below  ^ will  neither  in 
general  mortify,  nor  be  deprived  of  their 
ufe. 


^  _  ^ . 

The  change  which  takes^ace  in  the 


mode  of  circulation  of  the  blood  after  the 
operation  for  the  aneurifm,  hath  fometimes 
occurred  from  fome  particular  difeafe  of 
the  arteries.  I  have  feen  an  injefled  pre¬ 
paration  (the  hiftory  of  the  perfon  it  was 
taken  from  I  cannot  recolle<fl)  where  the 
cavity  of  the  crural  artery  was  obliterated 
the  length  of  two  or  three  inches,  and  in 

which 


174'  CASES  AND  REMARKS 

which  the  collateral  branches  were  fo  won¬ 
derfully  dilated,  that  the  progrefs  of  the 
circulation  might  very  well  be  fuppofed  to 
have  been  carried  on  without  any  great 
hindrance.  ■ 

Mr.  Antrobus  of  Liverpool -hath  re¬ 
corded  a  cafe,  in  which  the  patient’s  foot 
was  mortified^  and  a  feparatlon  took  place, 
accompanied  with  good  digeftion,  two 
inches  above  the  ancle.  The  leg  was  am¬ 
putated  at  the  ufual  place  below  the  knee, 
and  when  the  tourniquet  was  flackened, 
there  was  no  efflux  of  blood  from  the  di¬ 
vided  arteries,  nor  any  puliation  to  be  per¬ 
ceived  in  their  extremities  In  this  cafe 
it  appears,  that  after  the  principal  arteries 
had  been,  by  difeafe,  rendered  ufelefs,  the 
circulation  was  carried  on  by  the  collateral 
branches  with  fufficient  force  to  produce  a 
good  digeftion,  at  a  coniiderable  diftance 
below  the  found  part  of  the  large  vefiels. 

I  HAVE  been  myfelf  witnefs  to  a  cafe 
nearly  limilar  to  that  related  by  Mr.  An- 

*  Med,  Obfervadons  and  Enquiries,  Vol.  II. 

trobus. 
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frobus,  where  no  haemorrhage  happened 
from  the  principal  arteries,  either  at  the 
time  of  amputation  or  afterward,  although 
nothing  more  ftyptic  than  dry  lint  was  ap« 
plied  to  the  flump ;  the  digeftion  and  ci¬ 
catrization  of  the  wound  went  on  without 
interruption. 

The  firft  account  of  the  crural  artery 
being  tied,  we  meet  with  in  Severinus. 
The  cafe  was  a  fpurious  aneurifm,  and  the 
ligature  was  made  upon  the  artery  fo  near 
the  groin,  that  amputation  could  not  have 
been  performed.  The  patient  was  young, 
and  perfectly  recovered  the  ufe  of  the 
limb 

Some  few  years  fince  Mr.  Burchall,  of 
Manchefter,  tied  the  crural  artery  with 
fuccefs,  for  an  aneurifm.  This  operation 
was  performed  in  the  Manchefler  infir¬ 
mary,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1757.  The  f 
patient  was  difcharged  cured,  on  the  r7th 
of  April  following,  and  the  limb  was  found 

*  Marc.  Aurel.  Severin.  de  Effic,  Med.  Lib.  I.  Part  2. 
p.  51,  ScQ, 

H'*'  "  ' 
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nearly'  as  ftrong  and  as  ferviceable  as  the 
other,  when  he  was  afterward  examined  by 
the  Medical  Society  of  London  From 
the  circumftances  of  this  well  authenti¬ 
cated  cafe,  there  can  remain  no  degree  of 
doubt  but  that  the  trunk  of  the  crural  ar¬ 
tery  was  tied  in  the  operation.  Since  the 
publication  of  Mr.  Burchall’s  cafe,  the 
crural  artery  has  been  tied  by  Mr.  Leflie 
of  Cork,  in  a  fpurious  aneurifm,  and  with 
fuccefs  -f*. 

V 

In  all  controverted  points  of  furgery, 
the  moft  certain  rule  to  dired:  our  condud 
will  ever  be  found  to  arife  from  a  compa- 
rifon  of  the  events  of  a  given  number  of 
fimilar  cafes,  treated  in  different  methods. 
Thus  in  twelve  patients,  where  the  crural 
artery  hath  been  tied,  a  certain  proportion 
of  this  number  will  probably  die :  and  in 
the  fame  number  who  fuffer  amputation, 
it  cannot  be  expeded  they  fliQuld  all  re¬ 
cover.  If  now,  for  example,  four  out  of 
the  twelve  who  have  had  the  crural  artery 

•  Med.  Obfer.  and  Enquiries,  Vol.  III.  p.  106. 

f  Med.  Comment.  Edinb.  Vol.  IL 
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tied  fhould  die,  and  only  three  of  thofe 
who  have  undergone  amputation,  it  will 
be  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  propriety 
of  the  former  pradice :  becaufe  thofe  who 
furvivc  from  this  method,  have  their  limbs 
preferved  ;  and  if  the  ligature  fails,  and 
the  parts  below  ihould  mortify,  the  pa¬ 
tient  may  have  fome  kind  of  hope  of  efcap- 
ing  at  laft  by  amputation.  As  far,  there¬ 
fore,  as  the  fuccefs  of  a  few  cafes  can  ob- 
tain,  the  furgeon  will  be  authorifed  to  re>- 
commend  the  operation  for  the  aneurifm 
of  the  crural  artery,  in  preference  to  am¬ 
putation 

Although  it  be  certain  there  is 
a  natural  provilion  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  collateral  circulation  in  general, 
when  any  of  the  principal  arterial  tranks 
are,  by  difeafe  or  accident,  rendered  in¬ 
adequate  to  the  purpofe :  yet  it  may  be 
deferving  attention  to  enquire,  whether 

*  It  is,  I  fear,  iliuch  more  to  be  wifhed  than  ex» 
pe<5led,  that  furgeons  would  candidly  acquaint  the  pub¬ 
lic  with  their  ill  fuccefs,  as  well  as  with  their  more  for¬ 
tunate  praflice  ;  a  proper  line  of  conduft  migiit  then  be 
had,  by  comparing  the  events  of  particular  cafes. 

N 
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we  may  not  be  deprived  of  this  advan¬ 
tage,  on  account  of  fome  local  peculiari¬ 
ties  of  the  fyftem.  In  the  thigh  the  cru¬ 
ral  artery,  at  its  fuperior  part,  detaches 
fome  very  confiderable  branches,  which 
are  deftined  for  the  nourilhment  and  fup- 
port  of  the  numerous  large  mufcles  of  the 
limb;  and  thefe  velTels  anaftomofe,  with 
others,  from  the  inferior  part  of  the  trunk, 
in  a  fufficient  degree  to  afford  at  leaft  a 
probable  fuppofition,  that  the  circulation 
might  be  continued  after  the  principal  ar¬ 
tery  had  been,  by  ligature,  rendered  im¬ 
pervious.  But,  in  the  ham^  the  popliteal 
artery  feems  very  much  deprived  of  thefe 
advantages ;  very  few  ramifications  are 
here  made,  and  thofe  that  anaftomofe  with 
others  from  above  the  joint,  are  in  a  fitu- 
ation  to  be  obftrudled  in  their  dilatation, 
by  the  prefTure  of  the  adjacent  tendons  and 
ligaments,  rendered  irritable  by  the  opera¬ 
tion,  by  the  projedion  of  the  epiphyfis  of 
the  tibia,  and  the  condyles  of  the  os  fe- 
moris,  communicating  refiftance  to  every 
falutary  effort  of  expanfion* 
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Should  the  operation  for  the  aneurifm 
be  attempted  in  the  ham,  the  fituation 
the  patient  muft  be  in,  will  be  particu¬ 
larly  embarrafling  to  the  furgeon :  if  the 
leg  is  extended^  to  put  the  tumour  and  the 
artery  upon  the  ftretch,  the  tendons  form¬ 
ing  the  ham-ftrings  will  very  much  im¬ 
pede  the  future  proceffes  of  the  operation  % 
and  if  the  leg  is  placed  in  a  ftate  of  flexion, 
there  will  be  ftill  more  objeftions  to  the 
pofition.  The  mere  difficulties  attending 
any  operation  in  furgery  may,  perhaps, 
appear  not  to  be  fufficient  reafons  to  de¬ 
cline  it  y  and  by  the  adventurous  and  in¬ 
trepid  operator  it  may  be  conceived,  that 
honour  and  reputation  are  to  be  acquired 
in  proportion  to  the  danger  he  hath  in¬ 
curred.  But  when  to  the  difficulties  at¬ 
tending  any  operation,  is  added  the" extreme 
hazard  the  patient  muft  fuftain,  even  from 
the  mofl  adroit  performance  of  it,  it  furely 
becomes  a  fubjedl  deferving  the  attention 
of  the  moft  dextrous  operator,  and  well 
worth  the  conflderation  of  the  mofl:  feien- 
tific  and  bell  informed  pradlitioner. 

N  ? 
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I 

With  regard  to  the  cafe  of  which  we 
are  now  fpeaking  (the  aneurifm  of  the  pop-^ 
liteal  artery)  there  is  not,  that  I  know,  a 
lingle  cafe  upon  record,  where  the  opera¬ 
tion  for  the  aneurifm  hath  fucceeded.  It 
hath  been  done  feveral  times  within  thefe 
few  years,  in  our  public  hofpitals ;  but  I 
have  not  heard  of  any  one  cafe  where  it 
anfwered  the  intended  purpofe.  In  a  con- 
verfation  I  had,  two  years  iince,  with  a 
very  ingenious  furgeon  of  London  %  upon 
this  fabje(fl,  he  acquainted  me  that  he  had 
lately  performed  the  operation,  and  with 
great  hopes  of  fuccefs  but  unfortunately, 
on  the  fecond  or  third  day  after,  a  profufe 
hemorrhage  enfued,  of  which  the  patient 
died,  before  he  could  get  to  his  ailillance^ 

Whilst  the  minds  of  fureeons  of  the 

/  O 

firft  eminence  are  wavering  with  refpedl  to 
the  propriety  of  operating  for  .the  aneu¬ 
rifm  in  the  ham,  every  cafe  upon  the  fub- 
jed:,  recorded  with  fidelity,  fhould  be  well 
received  by  the  public;  and,  with  a  view 
to  affift  in  clearing  up  a  doubtful  part  of 

Mr.  H— r. 
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t)ur  profeffion,  I  fliall  clofe  thefe  remarks 
with  the  following  cafe  : 


TN  the  year  1774,  J -  J - ,  by 

trade  a  blackfmith,  perceived  a  fmall 
tumour,  deep  feated  in  his  left  ham.  Af¬ 
ter  it  had  continued  Ibme  time,  he  fhewed 
it  to  an  eminent  furgeon,  who  gave  him 
fuch  diredlions  as  he  thought  neceffary. 
The  difeafe  increafed  every  day,  and  he 
applied  for  my  affiftanee  about  a  year  after 
the  commencement  of  his  complaints. 
The  tumour  was  then  become  very  pain¬ 
ful,  and  fo  large  as  to  occupy  all  the  Ipace 
betwixt  the  ham-ftrings,  and  to  defeend 
downward  within  the  heads  of  the  gaf- 
trocnemius  mufcle.  Applying  my  hand 
upon  it,  1  difcovered  a  very  ftrong  pulfa- 
tion,  and  no  doubt  feemed  to  remain  of 
its  being  an  aneurifm  of  the  popliteal  ar¬ 
tery. 

/  , 


Case 

xxxvni. 


In  confultation  afterward  with  Mr.  Hat- 
rold  and  Mr.  Parrott,  a  very  eminent  fur¬ 
geon  of  Birmingham,  in  conlideration  of 
the  difficulty  of  performing  the  operation 

N  3  for 
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for  the  aneurifni  in  this  part,  and  of  the 
very  uncertain  nature  of  the  event,  it  was 
ftrongiy  uiged  to  the  patient  to  fuffer  am¬ 
putation.  The  man  defired  he  might  have 
time  to  confult  his  friends  upon  the  fubjedt, 
who  lived  at  a  confiderable  diftance.  They, 
in  anfwer,  requefted  he  would  come  to 
them,  as  fome  furgeons  in  their  neighbour¬ 
hood  had  propofed  to  cure  him  without  the 
lofs  of  the  limb.  He  went  to  them,  the 
operation  for  the  aneurifm  was  done,  and 
the  patient  died  on  the  third  day 

*  Vide  ^gineta,  Lib.  VI.  Cap.  37.  Marc.  Aarel. 
Severinus  de  Effic.  Medicinie.  Schenckius.  Morgagni 
de  Cauiis  &  Sed.  Morb.  Hildanus  Cent,  Obferv.  Mem. 
de  I’Acad.  Roy.  An.  1712,  1733.  Bonetus  Sepulch. 
Anat.  Philofoph.  Tranfadl.  Abr.  Vol  III,  VIIL  De 
Haen  de  Aneurifmat.  Rat.  Medend.  Cap.  XXX.  Mem. 
de  I’Acad.  de  Chirurg.  Edinb.  Med.  EfTays,  Vol.  II, 
and  IV.  Sharp,  and  le  Dran’s  Operations.  Med.  Obf, 
and  Enq.  Vol.  I,  II,  III, "and  IV.  Med.  Com.  Edinb. 
Vol.  II.  White’s  Cafes  in  Surgery.  Treatife  upon 
Sponge.  Pott’s  Remarks  on  the  Neceihty  of  Amputations 
p.  69.  Ruyfch.  Obf.  Centur. 


f 
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OBSERVATIONS  on  COM¬ 
POUND  FRACTURES. 

COME  years  have  now  elapfed,  fince 
Mr.  Pott  publifhed  his  Remarks  on  ' 
Fradtures  and  Diflocations,  wherein  he 
appears  the  advocate  for  immediate  ampu¬ 
tation  in  certain  cafes,  which  I  (hall  more 
particularly  defcribe  hereafter.  The  fame 
gentleman  hath  likewife  favoured  us  lately 
with  Obfervations  on  the  Neceffity  of  Am¬ 
putation,  &c.  The  mode  of  pradlice  re¬ 
commended  in  both  thefe  publications  (if 
it  may  be  confidered  as  the  ftandard  by 
which  the  condudi;  of  furgeons  is  to  be 
regulated)  feems  to  be,  at  leaft,  the  pro¬ 
bable  fource  of  infinite  mifchief  to  man¬ 
kind.  Before  I  proceed  farthe-r  I  fhall 
premife,  that  no  one  either  has,  or  can 
have,  a  greater  veneration  for  Mr.  Potfs 
chirurgical  abilities  in  general  than  myfelf  y 
perhaps  no  man  hath  contributed  fo  much 
to  the  improvement  of  furgery  y  and  I  ac¬ 
knowledge  with  gratitude  the  great  ad- 

N  4  vantages 
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vantages  I  have  received  both  from  his 
writings  and  his  ledureSo 

To  enjoin  an  immediate  recourfe  to  am« 
putation  after  an  accident  happens,  wher| 
the  reftoration  of  the  limb  may  be  at  moft 
but  doubtful,  and  the  delay  of  the  knife  at¬ 
tended  with  no  apparent  danger,  is  leaving 
the  unhappy  patient  too  much  to  the  rner- 
cy  of  the  generality  of  furgeons,  in  a  litu- 
ation  fo  truly  delicate,  ^s  to  require  thq 
abilities  of  the  moft  fagacious  practitioner 
ta  determine  upon  the  neceflity  of  the  ope¬ 
ration  ;  and  the  lufs  of  a  limb  is  fuch  a 
melancholy  circumftance,  that  nothing  but 
the  moil  indtfpenjible  neceflity  Ihould  ever 
induce  the  furgepn  to  recommend  it.  Mr. 
Pott  confefles  f,  that  the  amputation  of 
a  limb  is  an  operation  terrible  to  bear, 
horrid  to  fee,  and  muft  leave  the  perfbn 
on  whom  it  has  been  performed,  in  a 
mutilated  imperfeCt  ftate.'’ 

After  having  thus  defcribed  the  na¬ 
ture  of  this  operation,  he  proceeds  to  de- 

®  Remarks  on  the  Neceffity  of  Amputation,  &c.  p.  45. 
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fend  the  propriety  of  it,  becaufe  it  feems 
a  contrary  dodlrine  *  has,  within  a  few 


f‘  years,  been  boldly  and  induftrioufly 
propagated,  not  ;.vithout  fome  very  in- 

decent,  as  well  as  untrue  refledlions,  on 


the  profeffion  in  general,  and  on  thofe 
who  have  the  care  of  hofpitals  in  par- 
“  ticular :  and,  becaufe”  he  is  “  con- 
“  yinced  that  fuch  dodliine  has  been  em- 


ployed  to  the  prejudice  of  mankind,  by 
“  covering  ignorance  and  timidity,  and 
alfo  for  ferving  the  bafe  purpofe  of  ma- 
“  levolence.”  Mr.  Pott  further  obferves 
that  mankind  -j-  are  too  apt  to  form 
their  opinion  from  events  only :  fuccefs 
with  many  conflitutes  propriety,  and 
the  failure  of  it  is  often  very  unjuftly 
f*  fet  to  the  account  of  mifcondud,  or  of 
want  of  knowledge/' 


1 


/ 


I 


With  refpedf  to  this  obfervation^  I 
profels  I  do  not  underftand  how  mankind 
in  general,  are  to  judge  of  the  propriety 
of  a  furgeon’s  condudt,  but  from  his  fuc- 

*  Remarks  on  the  Neceflity,  &c.  p.  46.  f  ibid^ 
y..47' 

'  ' '  cefs : 
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cefs :  they  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  know 
either  the  nature  of  his  profeffion,  or  the 
principles  upon  which  it  is  founded. 

Mr.  Pott  proceeds  to  reprehend  the 
backwardnefs  which  appears  in  young  fur- 
geons  to  amputate.  A  young  ^  prac- 
titioner/'  fays  he,  at  a  diftance  from 
affiftance,  and  thereby  deprived  of  that 
fupport,  may  be  afraid  to  put  his  cha- 
rafter  to  hazard,  by  afting  in  fuch  a  ' 
**  manner,  as,  although  it  might  juftly 
intitle  him  to  fuccefs,  yet  cannot  com- 
mand  it.  He  may  underftand  his  art, 
but  art  is  not  infallible.  He  may  be  a 
very  excellent  furgeon,  and  yet  be  afraid 
to  encounter  the  prejudices  of  fome,  and 
the  malevolence  of  others.”  Mr.  Pott 
feems  to  have  forgotten  that  formerly,  up¬ 
on  another  occafion,  he  had  cenfured  the 
young  furgeon  for  too  much  attention  to 
operations^  and  the  little  regard  paid  to  the 
common,  or  pradical  parts  of  furgery  •f*. 

When 

'*  Remarks  on  the  NecelTity  of  Amputation,  &c.  p.  47. 

•f  The  treatment  of  the  fiftula  lacrymalis  “  hardly 
comes  under  the  name  of  an  operation^  the  great,  and 

“  almoft 
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When  young  furgeons  leave  the  coun¬ 
try  to  atteriii  the  London  hofpitals,  their 
purfuit  feems  chiefly  diredted  to  the  ope^ 
rative  part  of  furgery.  In  their  converfa- 
tion  with  each  other^  they  aflc  what  ope-? 
rations  have  been  done,  what  to  be  feen, 
who  performs  them  with  the  greatefl  ex¬ 
pedition  ?  &c.  Is  it  then  improbable  that 
fuch  an  one,  frefh  from  the  fchool  of  St. 
Bartholomew,  when  he  is  called  upon  to 
give  his  affiftance  in  a  cornpound  frafture, 
attended  with  extenfive  comminution  of 
the  bones,  and  laceration  of  the  mufcles  j 
where  the  external  wound  is  large,  and  hor-- 
rible  to  the  flght  j  under  fuch  circumflances, 
perhaps  wifhing  to  operate,  encouraged  by 
Mr.  Pott’s  opinion  and  diredtion  :  is  it,  I 
fay,  at  all  improbable  that  he  will  con¬ 
demn  the  limb  to  immediate  amputation? 

After  engagements  ajt  fea  and  upon 
land,  where  compound  fradlures  are  ex¬ 
tremely  frequent,  have  the  furgeons  of  the 

almoft  only  object  which  they  who  come  hither”  (Lon¬ 
don)  “  from  the  dihant  countries,  have  in  view.”  Mr. 
Pott’s  preface  to  his  Qbfervations  on  th^  Fibula  Lacry- 
malis. 

army 
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army  or  navy  ever  betrayed  the  ieafl;  reluc- 
'  tance  to  amputation  ?  Has  timidity  marked 
their  conduit  in  this  refpeCt  ?  o^  have  they, 
at  any  time,  been  accufed  with  attempting 
■  to  preferve  too  many  legs  and  arms  ?  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  no  lefs  a  lamentable, 
than  an  indifputable  fadl,  that,  upon  thefe 
occahons,  the  limbs  of  thofe  unfortunate 
men,  who  have  ventured  their  lives  in  their 
country’s  caufe,  have  been  frequently  fa- 
crificed  to  the  indolence  or  barbarity  of 
their  furgeons. 

At  a  time,  therefore,  when  300,000 
men  are  faid  to  be  employed  in  the  fervice 
and  defence  of  the  Britiih  empire,  is  it  ei¬ 
ther  political  or  prudent,  can  it  be  con- 
iiifent  with  humanity,  that  one  of  the  firft 
furgeons  of  Europe  fhould  give  deliberate 
encouragement  to  the  fanguinary  bufinefs 
of  mutilation  ? 

Mr.  Pott  obferves,  that  flat  con- 
tradidtions  have  no  more  authority  than 
‘  pofitive  affertions  I  will  therefore  fub- 
mit  the  reafons  I  have  for  diflenting  from 

his 
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his  opinion,  to  the  confideration  of  him- 
felf,  and  the  reft  of  my  brethren. 

According  to  Mr,  Pott,  there  are 
three  points  of  time  in  compound  frac¬ 
tures,  in  which  amputation  may  become 
neceffary. 

First,  “  Immediately,  or  as  fbon  as 
“  may  be  after  the  receipt  of  the  injury.” 

Secondly,  «  When  the  bones  con- 
“  tinue  for  a  great  length  of  time  with- 
“  out  any  difpolition  to  unite,  and  the 
“  difcharge  from  the  wound  has  been  fo 
“  long,  and  is  fo  large,  that  the  patient’s 
“  ftrength  fails,  and  general  fymptoms, 
“  foreboding  diflblution,  come  on.” 

Thirdly,  “  When  a  mortification 
“  ftiall  have  taken  fuch  complete  poflef- 
“  fion  of  the  foft  parts  of  the  inferior  part 
“  of  the  limb,  quite  down  to  the  bone, 
“  that,  upon  a  feparation  of  fuch  parts, 
“  the  bone  or  bones  fhall  be  left  bare  in 
“  the  interlpace.” 

In 
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In  my  humble  opinion,  there  can  be 
but  one  good  reafon  why  amputation  fliould 
be  performed  in  any  cafe,  viz.  to  prelerve 
life.  The  firft  queftion,  therefore,  that  I 
fhall  afk  Mr.  Pott  is.  Whether  he  amputates 
immediately  after  the  accident  to  prevent 
fudden  death  ?  The  anfwer  muft  be  in  the 
negative;  fudden  death  never  happening 
in  compound  fractures,  efpecially  in  thdfe 
which  he  calls  hazardous^  or  that  may 
frobably  be  produdtive  of  mortification^ 
&c.  and  for  which  he  advifes  the  opera¬ 
tion.  If  Mr.  Pott  does  not  operate  to  pre¬ 
vent  immediate  death,  his  intention  muft 
be  to  avoid  thofe  fymptoms  which  he  has 
ftated  in  the  two  other  periods,  when,  in 
his  opinion,  amputation  may  become vne- 
ceffary. 

We  might  therefore  proceed  to  enquire,* 
whether  the  operation  could  not  be  per¬ 
formed  at  thofe  other  points  of  time,  with 
cqu^l,  or  perhaps  greater  advantage,  than  at 
£rft._when  the  necejjity  of  the  meafure 
might  be  eftablifhed  by  demonftration;  but, 

before 
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A 

before  we  do  this,  we  fliall  make  fome 
remarks  upon  the  firft  propofition. 

We  will  fuppofe  the  circumftances  of 
a  compound  fradlure  are  fuch,  as  to  render 
the  cafe,  in  Mr,  Pott’s  judgment,  hazard¬ 
ous  }  and  he  has  declared  his  opinion,  that 
(although  the  patient  might  pojftbly  reco¬ 
ver  without  the  operation)  yet  he  will  have 
a  much  better  chance  of  living  by  having 
the  limb  removed  :  we  will  alfo  take  it  for 
granted,  that  the  patient  and  his  friends 
are  convinced  of  the  force  of  his  argu¬ 
ments,  and  the  operation  is  immediately 
performed  :  can  Mr.  Pott  fay  that  his  pa¬ 
tient  is  thereby  exempted  from  danger; 
or  that  he  is  not  almoft  in  as  dangerous  a 
ftate  as  ever  ?  I  have  feen'the  pradtice  of 
feveral  hofpital  furgeons,  and  have  known 
their  ^  patients  die  where  amputation  had 
been  performed  in  compound  fraflures, 
immediately  after  the  accident. 

Compound  fraftures  moft  frequently 
happen  to  the  laborious  part  of  mankind ; 

*  The  relative  proportion  I  cannot  exaiily  afeertain. 

to 
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to  thofe  who  are  ftrong  and  in  healths 
Skilful  furgeons  have  remarked,  and  ex¬ 
perience  hath  confirmed  their  obfervation, 
that  a  ftate  of  high  health  is  unfriendly  to 
the  fuccefs  of  amputation.  People  thus 
circumftanced  are  fubjedt  to  more  fever, 
pain,  and  irritation,  in  proportion  to  the 
ftrength  of  the  mufcles,  and  the  force  of 
the  circulation.  There  is  likewlfe  a  dif- 
trefs  of  mind,  a  melancholy  defpondency, 
infeparably  connedled  with  the  fudden  lofs 
of  a  limb.  Although  it  is  propofed  to  am¬ 
putate  as  foon  as  poffible  after  the  injury 
hath  been  received,  yet  fome  fpace  of  time 
muft  neceffarily  intervene,  before  the  pro¬ 
per  apparatus  can  be  procured,  and  the 
bufinefs  undertaken.  In  this  interval  pain 
is  excited,  and  fome  degree  of  inflamma¬ 
tion  may  well  be  fuppofed  to  poffefs  the 
part  upon  which  the  operation  is  intended 
to  be  performed. 

The  fecond  point  of  time  at  which, 
Mr.  Pott  fays,  amputation  becomes  necef- 
fary,  is  when  the  bones  continue  for  a 
**  great  length  of  time  without  any  difpo- 

fition 
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fitlon  to  unite,  &c.  and  the  patient^ 
from  too  large  a  difcharge  of  matter, 
&c.  is  fuppofed  to  be  in  danger  of 
dying.’* 

When  the  patient  is  reduced  to  this 
deplorable  condition ;  when  the  difcharge 
of  matter  is  great,  or,  from  an  abforptioa 
of  part  of  it  into  the  fyftem,  the  blood 
is  melted  down ;  when  all  the  fymp- 
toms  are  in  a  progreflive  increafe  from  bad 
to  worfe  (the  moft  powerful  antifeptics 
having  been  ineffedlually  employed,  and  the 
bones  ftill  remaining  in  a  fiate  of  difunion ;) 
if  the  patient  does  not  part  with  his  limb, 
the  lofs  of  his  life  muft:  be  the  inevitable 
confequence.  Should  amputation  be  per¬ 
formed  even  in  thefe  circumftances,  before 
the  patient  is  too  much  reduced^  the  fur- 
geon  will  have  the  fatisfadlion  to  think, 
that  he  has  not  performed  the  operation 
until  the  necejjity  of  it  was  demonftrable  i 
and  (which  is  of  much  greater  confequence) 
the  patient  will  have  a  better  chance  of 
recovery,  than  if  it  had  been  performed 
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immediately  after  the  accident  !  appeal 
to  the  experience  of  all  furgeons,  whether 
perfons  who  have  been  previoufly  reduced, 
either  by  pain,  abforbed  matter,  colliqua¬ 
tive  diarrhoeas,  &c.  do  not  generally  reco¬ 
ver  after  amputation ;  and  whether  the  re- 
verfe  of  this  proportion  is  not  true  of  thofe, 
who  lofe  their  limbs  foon  after  the  injury 
hath  happened.  • 

Does  Mr.  Pott,  therefore,  advife  am¬ 
putation  immediately  after  accidents,  to  an¬ 
ticipate  a  period  wherein  that  bufmefs 
might  be  undertaken  with  more  apparent 
fafety  to  the  patient,  and  greater  fatisfadlion 
to  the  furgeon  ?  This  fuppofition  militates 
fo  ftrongly^with  the  found  judgment  which 

**  Mr.  Pott,  after  cenfuring  Van  Swieten  for  advifing 
us  to  wait  /ovo  or  three  days,  until  antifeptics  might  be 
tried  in  thefe  cafes,  before  we  proceed  to  amputation  j 
obferves,  “  that,  by  waiting  that  time,  the  patient  will 
have  very  little  chance  indeed  from  the  operation.’' 
But  that  it  is  not  always  fo  dangerous  to  wait  a  fe<w  days^ 
we  may  fairly  conclude,  when  Mr.  Pott  himfelf  acquaints 
us,  that,  in  the  fecond  ftage  of  a  compound  frafture,  am¬ 
putation  may  become  necelTary,  “  when  the  bones  con- 
tinue  for  2^  great  length  of  time  without  any  dilpofition 
to  unite,”  &c, 

charadterifes 
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tiiaradterifes  Mr.  Pott's  Works  in  geriefalj 
that  it  muft  be  totally  inadmiffible, 

*  •  • 

Compound  ffadures,  I  niiift  allow, 
are  obferved  to  terminate  very  unfavour-^ 
ably  in  public  hofpitals  ^  patients  cannot 
be  fuppofed  to  have  the  benefit  of  gOod 
air,  where  wounded  people  are  too  often 
crouded  in  the  fame  wards,  with  others^ 
who  are  dying  of  malignant  fevers.  But 
I  have  often  thought  there  mufi:  have  been 
feme  other  caufe  befides  contaminated  air, 
to  produce  the  difference  in  the  events  of 
compound  fradlures  in' the  country,  and  in 
public  hofpitals.  When  tenfion  hath  taken 
place  in  the  limb,  which  it  generally  does| 
more  or  lefs,  it  is  a  maxim  in  many  hofpi^ 
tals  to  ufe  emollient  relaxing  poultices, 
warm  or  hot,  to  apply  which,  it  is'necef- 
fary  that  the  limb  be  lifted  up  at  each  tirhe^ 
of  dreffing ;  by  this  motion  the  bones  rob 
againft  each  other,  and  wound  or  irritate 
the  mufcleS':  and  this  bufinefs  is  fomc'^ 
times  done  by  the  nurfes,  that  the  limb 
may  be  clean  for  the  infpedion  of  the  fat« 
geon.  When  the  poultice  is  removed,  a" 

O  2  warm 


s 


CASES  AND  REMARKS 

warm  fomenting  cloth  is  put  on,  and  thus 
the  fore  is  expofed  to  the  air,  perhaps  an 
’  hour ;  and,  before  another  cataplafm  is 
applied,  the  fraftured  limb  muft  be  once 
more  difturbed. 

When  the  whole  limb  in  a  compound 
fradture  is  much  fwollcn,  painful,  inflam¬ 
ed,  and  indurated,  what  are  the  curative 
intentions  ?  The  anfwer  is,  to  get  the  parts 
unloaded  by  a  refolution  of  the  inflamma¬ 
tory  tumefadion,  and  thereby  to  procure 
an  eafy  digeftlon  of  the  wound,  and  to 
avoid  the  formation  of  abfcelTes  under  the 
fkin,  or  in  the  interflices  of  the  mufcles. 
Warm  emollient  applications  relax  the  vef- 
fels ;  encourage,  therefore,  a  greater  in¬ 
flux  of  juices:  in  confequence  of  both, 
they  increafe  tumefadion.  Digeftion  of 
wounds  is  befl;  procured  when  the  circum¬ 
jacent  parts  are  leajl  fwollen.  Warm  emol¬ 
lient  applications  therefore,  in  this  cafe, 
retard  the  digeftion  of  the  wound.  At 
the  fame  time,  alfo,  that  the  furgeon  (if 
he  purfues  this  kind  of  pradice)  is  coun- 
terading  the  curative  intentions,  he  is  do* 

ing 


IN  SURGERY. 

ing  every  thing  in  his  power  to  encourage 
a  general  fuppuration,  and  reduce  the  cafe 
to  the  very  date  fo  well  defcribed  by  Mr. 
Pott,  and  in  which  it  may  be  neceflary  to 
amputate  the  limb,  to  prevent  the  patient 
from  dying,  in  confequence  of  fuch  ex« 
tenlive  fuppuration. 

The  third  ftage  of  a  compound  frac- 
ture  is  faid  to  be,  v^hen  a  mortifica* 
tion  fhall  have  taken  fuch  complete 
pofleffion  of  the  inferior  parts  of  the 
limb,  that,  upon  a  reparation  of  the 
**  morbid  from  the  found  parts,  the  bone 
or  bones  fhall  be  left  bare  in  the  inter® 
‘‘  Ipace.” 

Of  all  the  different  kinds  of  mortifica®’ 
tion,  none  might  be  fuppofed  to  be  fo 
truly  local,  or  fo  little  dilpofed  to  Ipread, 
as  that  occafioned  by  external  violence. 
It  is  very  eafy  to  imagine,  that,  from  the 
fall  of  great  weights  upon  the  limbs,  and 
by  the  operation  of  various  other  caufes, 
the  ftruflure  of  the  parts  may  be  fo  much 
deflroyed,  as  to  make  mortification  not 

O  3  only 
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only  a  probable  event,  but  an  unavoidable 
confequence.  It  is  very  frequently  the 
cafe,  even  in  mortification  from  internal 
caufes,  that  the  efforts  of  art  produce  a 
flop  to  the  difeafe.  How  much  more 
likely  is  this  event  to  happen,  when  ex¬ 
ternal  violence  hath  been  the  caufe  ?  Ac¬ 
cordingly  we  find,  that  fometimes  the 
flan,  mufdes,  tendons,  and  ligaments  are 
deflroyed  to  the  bones,  which,  upon  a 
feparation  of  the  mortified  parts,  are  left 
quke  bare.  In  fome  of  thefe  cafes,  no-? 
thing  elfe  may  be  neceffary  hut  to  ’faw 
through  the  bones. 

f 

But  Mr.  Pott  obferves,  that  fome- 
times  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  is 
fo  rapid,  as  to  deflroy  the  patient  in  a 
fliort  fpace  of  time.' ’ 

Those  perfons  who  have  been  deftroyed 
by  a  fpreading  gangrene,  from  external 
injury,  muft  have  had  very  bad  habits  i 
and  it  therefore  ftill  remains  a  queflion, 
whether  early  amputation  could  have  faved 


IN  SURGERY. 

them.  Upon  the  whole,  then,  I  have  ne- 
deavoured  to  prove. 

First,  That  amputation  fliould  never 
be  performed  immediately  after  compound 
fradlures  have  been  received,  in  thofe  cafes, 
which  appear  uncertain,  or  hazardous 
only. 

Secondly,  That  the  fecond  point  of 
time  in  which  that  operation  is  faid  to  be 
neceflary,  would  not  fo  frequently  hap¬ 
pen,  if  a  proper  method  of  treatment 
had  been  purfued ;  and  if  it  fhould  oc¬ 
cur,  the  patient  will  have  a  better  chance 
of  living  than  if  it  had  been  performed  at 
firft :  and. 

Thirdly,  That  if  a  mortification 
fhould  unexpedtedly  fupervene,  it  will 
not,  of  necejjity^  prove  fatal. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  praflice  I  have  not 
hitherto,  in  a  Angle  inftance,  had  occa- 
fion  to  amputate  for  a  compound  frac¬ 
ture,  although  I  have  been  concerned  in 
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fome  cafes  where,  upon  Mr.  Pott’s  hypo- 
thelisj  the  operation  would  have  been 
deemed  neceffary ;  yet  not  only  the  lives 
of  the  patients,  but  the  ufe  of  the  injured 
limbs  have  alfo  been  preferved 

I  HAVE  never,  Indeed  (w^hen  I  have  at¬ 
tended  from  the  beginning  of  the  cafe) 
had  a  patient  in  that  ftate  from  a  compound 
fradure,  where  it  might  even  have  become 
a  queftion,  whether  amputation  fliould  have 
been  performed,  to  obviate  the  effeds  of 
too  large  a  difeharge  of  matter,  or  of  its  ab- 
forption  into  the  fyftem  i  and  this  fuccefs  I 
attribute  very  much  to  the  early  ufe  of 
cold  and  repellent  applications,  and  avoid¬ 
ing  all  warm,  emollient,  and  relaxing  to- 

*  If  it  was  neceffary  to  amputate  for  a  compound  frac¬ 
ture  fo  frequently  as  Mr.  Pott  would  make  us  believe,  it 
muft  appear  very  extraordinary  that  the  late  Mr.  Gooch, 
in  a  very  extenfive  and  long  continued  practice,  never 
cut  off  a  limb  on  fuch  an  occafion.  See  his  iail  Volume, 
p.  82. 

Monf.  Boucher  has  demonftrated,  by  a  variety  of  in- 
fiances,  that  cafes  of  the  moll  apparently  dangerous  na¬ 
ture,  and  where  the  bones  have  been  fradured  in  their 
articulation,  may  be  cured  without  amputation.  Mem. 
de  PAcad.  Roy.  de  Chirurg.  Tom.  II  Obferv.  fur  des 
Playes  d’Armes,  a  Feu,  p.  287  &  461, 
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pics  j  whereby  the  fupparative  procefs  hath  ^ 
been  kept  within  due  bounds. 

As  foon  as  I  am  called  to  a  cafe  of  this 
kind,  if  no  peculiar  circumftance  forbids, 
the  leg  (for  inftance)  is  placed  upon  its 
outfide,  in  the  common  infledled  pofi- 
tion  *.  If  the  fuperior  portion  of  the 
fradtured  tibia  protrudes  through  a  fmall 
wound,  and  there  is  difficulty  in  its  re- 
dudtion,  it  will  invariably  be  found  to 
arife  from  the  bone  being  girded  by  the 
integuments.  Inllead,  therefore,  of  fa-^ 
tiguing  the  patient  by  an  unneceffary  and 
fruitlefs  extenfion,  the  furgeon  fhould  di¬ 
vide  with  a  biftoury,  that  part  of  the  ikih 

•  Many  of  what  are  called  the  modern  improvements 
in  furgery,  may  be  found  in  the  writings  of  the  ancients. 
The  pradice  of  placing  limbs,  when  fradured,  in  fuch 
an  eafy  infleded  pollure  as  they  ufually  take  in  a  ftate  of 
refl  or  fleep,  is  enjoined  both  by  Hippocrates  and  Galen. 

“  Quibus  in  figuris  quum  otiamur,  partes  habere  con- 
“  fuevimus,  hae  in  curationibus  eligend^  funt.”  And 
afterward,  “  Itaque  li  homines  otiari  confideraveris,  ple- 
“  rumque  manus  (e.  g.)  inter  fummam  extenfionem,  & 

extremam  flexionem  non  plane  medias  reperies,  fed 
“  quas  ad  extenfionem  propendeant.’’  DeMed,  Officin, 
Text.  21,  Chart.  Tom.  XII,  p,  87, 
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which  appears  to  form  the  (Iridure.  Bat 
if  the  protruded  part  of  the  bone  fliouid 
be  fradlured  very  obliquely,  or  with  fuch 
fliarp  angles  as  would  probably,  when  re¬ 
duced,  either  wound  or  confiderably  irri¬ 
tate  the  mufcles,  it  will,  in  general,  be 
advifeable  to  faw  it  off.  It  fometimes  hap¬ 
pens  that  the  tibia  is  very  much  (battered 
and  comminuted  5  in  this  cale,  if  the  frag¬ 
ments  are  loofe,  they  (hould  by  all  means 
*  be  removed  ;  and  if  the  external  wound  is 
not  large  enough  for  this  purpofe,  it  may 
very  fafely  be  dilated.  But  if  the  inter¬ 
mediate  fragments  are  large,  and  firmly 
attached  to  the  mufcles,  &c.  the  attempt 
to  remove  them  may  poffibly  be  attended 
with  much  inconvenience,  and  is  therefore 
to  be  avoided. 

After  the  wound  of  the  (Ida  hath 
been  enlarged,  or  the  protruded  portion  of 
the  bone  removed  by  the  faw ;  when  the 
ioofe  fragments  have  been  extraded,  or 
fuffered  to  remain ;  or  as'  either  of  thefe 
methods  may  be  rendered  more  eligible 
than  the  reft,  by  the  particular  circum- 
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ftances  of  the  cafe :  it  will,  in  general,  re¬ 
quire  but  a  fmall  degree  of  extenfion  to 
reduce  the  limb  to  its  natural  form.  The 
,  wound  is  then  to  be  dreffed  j  and,  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  fmall  or  large,  no  application 
feerns,  in  general,  fo  proper  as  dry  lint, 
which  fliould  be  fuffered  to  remain  on  the 
part  (at  leaft  not  forcibly  removed)  until 
it  is  loolened  by  digeftion,  or  fome  other 
caufe. 

The  next  procefs,  indeed  the  moft  ne- 
ceffaiy  of  any,  is  to  endeavour,  by  (bme 
topical  application  to  the  whole  limb,  to 
counteradt  that  determination  of  fluids  in¬ 
to  the  parts  which  is  always,  more  or  lefi, 
the  effedt  of  contufion,  pain,  and  irrita¬ 
tion.  In  proportion  to  the  degree  of  in¬ 
flammation,  and  extent  of  tumefadlion, 
w'e  may  form  a  fair  conjedlure  of  the  en- 
fuing  danger  from  exceflive  fuppuration, 
which  (though  frequently  a  fatal  attendant 
on  compound  fradlures  in  public  hofpitals) 

I  have  very  rarely  found  reafon  to  appre¬ 
hend  in  the  country. 


sol  CASES  AND  REMARKS 

I  HAVE  before  attempted  to  prove,  that 
all  warm  relaxant  applications  are  very  per¬ 
nicious,  when  tenfion  hath  already  taken 
place  in  the  limbj  and  if  fo,  very  little 
need  be  faid  to  fhew  the  impropriety  of 
their  ufe,  when  the  defign  of  the  furgeon 
is  to  prevent  inflammation,  to  refifl:  the  di¬ 
latation  of  the  velTels,  and  thereby  reftrain 
the  confequent  tumefaffion  and  fuppura- 
tion  within  as  fmall  bounds  as  may  be.  I 
do  not  know  any  better  method  to  anfvver 
thefe  intentions,  in  general,  than  to  apply 
a  very  foft  napkin,  well  foaked  in  the  fa- 
turnine  water  of  Goulard,  coldy  all  over 
the  injured  limb.  As  foon  as  it  becomes 
dry,  a  frefli  lotion  fhould  be  poured  on, 
and  this  Ihould  be  continued  during  the 
firft  days,  or  until  all  inflammatory  ap¬ 
pearances  have  fubfided. 

It  fometimes  happens,  that  one  or 
more  of  the  deep-feated  veins  are  lacerat¬ 
ed,  and  if  the  wound  of  the  integuments 
is  fmall,  or  becomes  choaked  up  with  co- 
agulable  lymph,  the  extravafated  blood 
will  force  its  way  betwixt  the  ikin  and 

mufcles. 
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mufcles.  When  this  cafe  occurs,  or  when¬ 
ever  tenfion  happens  from  an  internal  hae¬ 
morrhage,  no  better  application  can  be 
ufed  than  a  Iblution  of  crude  fal  avmoniac 
in  vinegar,  with  which,  the  parts  {hoqld 
conftantly  be  covered,  cold  *. 

During  the  time  the  lotion  is  applied, 
it  does  not  feem  proper  (at  leaft  it  will  not 
be  convenient)  to  ufe  any  bandage  over  the 
napkin  j  and,  if  there  is  a  great  degree  of 
tenfion,  it  may  perhaps  be  fuggefted,  that 
the  ufe  of  fplints  in  feme  cafes  may  be 
altogether  unnecelTary  j  becaufe,  under  that 
circumftance,  the  integuments  being  very 
tight,  will  by  their  prefifure  fecure  the  fi- 
tuation  of  the  fradlured  bones.  But  if  the 
limb  is  exempt  from  tumefadion,  and 
fplints  are  not  ufed,  the  patient  will  be  fub- 
jed  to  the  very  fevere  thocks,  which  thofe 
who  experience  thele  misfortunes  fo  feel¬ 
ingly  deferibe.  In  either  cafe  it  feems  very 
proper  to  apply  one  fplint  under  the  limb, 

*  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing,  in  more  than 
one  inftance,  theefFeds  of  warm  applicatior  s  in  fuch  cafes, 
and  it  was  aftoniihing  how  irtuch  the  tumour  was  increafed 
hy  them. 
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which  will  form  an  even  furface  for  it  to 
reft  upon  •f‘.  '  If  it  be  ^ thought  unnecef— 
fary  to  apply  the  npper  fplint  in*  the  day, 
it  fhould  be  always  ufed  at  night;  becaufe 
it  is  principally  at  that  tirde  the  patient 
fuffers  thofe  very,  pernicious  collifions  of 
the  bone,  which,  from  a  ftate  of  the  moft 
perfed:  eafe,  will  often  oCcafion  fevere  pains 
for  feveral  hours/  Thefe  fhocks  commonly 
happen  foon  after  the  patient  has  fallen 
afleep ;  and  from  thence  I  fufped:,  they 
arife  from  an  attempt  to  turn  the  body, 
whereby  the  fuperior ‘part  of  the  fradlured 
bone  is  fuddenly  difplaced :  the  ufe  of 
fplints  therefore, 'during  the  night,  cannot 
be  difpenfed  with,  • 

f  The  fplints  I  ufe  in  compound  fra£lures  are  the  com* 
mon  deal  ones,  recommended  by  Mr,  Pott ;  and  thejr 
are  made  long  enough  to  project  fomevvhat  beyond  the 
extremities  of  the  fra£lured  bone.  By  keeping  the  joints 
above  and  below  the  injured  part  at  reft,  they  anfwer  all 
the  purpofes  that  can  be  expeSied  from  fplints,  without 
making  any  improper  prefiure  upon  the  wound,  or  its 
circumjacent  parts,  which  thofe  muft  ever  be  liable  to 
that  are  contrived  to  fit  the  leg,  and  be  in  contafl  with  a 
great  part  of  its  furface.  They  (hould  be  lined  with  flan¬ 
nel,  and  well  padded  with  combed  wool. , 


The 


IN  S  U  R  G  E  R  Y. 

9 

The  next  ftep,  which  is  ufually  taken 
in  order  to  prevent  tenfion,  &c.  is  a  re- 
courfe  to  the  lancet.  But  if  the  furgeoiv 
is  called  upon  foon  after  the  accident,  he 
will  commonly  find  his  patient  diftrefled' 
in  mind,  his  mufcles  in  a  tremulous  ftafe, 
his  body  cold,  and  his  pulfe  weak  :  it 
rnay,  perhaps,  therefore  admit  of  a  quef- 
tion,  whether  bleeding  fhould  take  place 
at  this  period  ?  »^^ith'  regard  to  my  own’ 
pradice,  I  never  ufe  the  lancet  under  fuch 
circumftances  j  but  defer  it  -until  either  a 
painful  throbbing  in  the  limb,  or  an  ac¬ 
celerated^  hardened  pulfe,  ■  indicates  its 
propriety ;  and  then,  it  fhould  feem,  blood 
may  be  advantageoufly  taken!  away,  in  as 
large  a  quantity  as  the  nature  of  the  fymp- 
toms  require. 

•  > 

It  is  of  very  great  importance  to  empty 
the  intefiinal  canal  as  foon  as  poffible,  and 
this  intention  would  be  beft  anfwered  by 
clyftersj  but  as  the  pofition  the  patient  is 
obliged  to  be  in,  will  not,  in  many  cafes, 
admit  of  their  ufe,  fome  kind  of  opening 
medicines  muft  be  given  by  the  mouth  j 

and 
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and  for  this  purpofe  a  folution  of  manna 
and  Rochelle  fait  may  be  as  proper  as  any 
other.  It  ftiould  be  given  and  repeated 
until  it  produces  the  delired  efFedl ;  or, 
if  it  fliould  be  flow  in  its  operation,  a 
few  grains  of  ^alomel  will  probably  fuc- 
ceed. 

After  a  proper  application  hath  been 
made  to  the  injured  limb ;  when  the  pa¬ 
tient  has  been  bled  (if  it  appears  neceflary) 
and  his  bowels  have  been  opened :  the  next 
delirable  objed:  will  be  to  eafe  or  mitigate 
the  pain.  In  every  cafe  of  this  kind,  pain 
fhould  be  relieved  with  the  mofl:  ftudious 
care  j  for  as  inflammation  occafions  pain, 
fo  pain,  in  its  turn,  increafes  inflamma¬ 
tion  :  and  thus  the  caufe  and  eiFedl  are  per-* 
petually  augmenting  each  other.  In  one 
view,  therefore,  the  antiphlogiftic  plan 
fcems  admirably  calculated  to  anfwer  fuch 
purpofe  5  but  this  alone  will  not  fucceed, 
when  the  parts  are  in  a  very  irritable  ftate, 
without  the  ufe  of  opium.  At  whatever 
time,  or  upon  whatever  occafion,  opium 
is  given  with  an  intention  to  remove  pain, 

the 
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the  dofe  fliould  always  be  proportioned  to 
the  degree  of  irritation  it  is  intended  to 
counteradl.  When  the  nerves  are  violently  ^ 
affected  with  pain,  it  requires,  in  general, 
a  much  larger  dofe  of  opium  than  is  com¬ 
monly  given,  either  to  obtain  eafe,  or  pro¬ 
cure  fleeo ;  without  which  the  medicine 
cannot  properly  be  called  anodyne  I 
believe  it  is  a  very  common  error  to  give 
opium  upon  thefe  occafions  in  too  fmall 
quantities  to  produce  any  good  effedt.  It 
fhould  be  given  in  a  large  dofe,  and  re« 
peated  until  it  hath  anfwered  the  intention 
of  the  prefcribcr,  othervvife  it  would  be 
much  better  not  to  adminifler  it  at  all  -1^, 

If  the  mode  of  pradllce  here  recom¬ 
mended  is  put  in  ufe  early,  it  will  very 
feldom  happen  that, any  confiderable  ten- 
fion  will  take  places  and  if  it  fhould,  I 

*  Anodyna  vocant,  qus  fomno  dolorem  levant.*^ 

Celf.  Lib.  V.  Cap.  25.  p.  278. 
f  The  dofe  L  frequently  order  is  tlie  following : 

R  Tincl,  Theb.  a  gutt.  XL  ad  LX. 

Vin.  antira.  gutt.  XXX. 

Sp.  mind.  J  fs. 

Aq.  font.  3  vi.  m.  f.  hauftus,  urgcnte  dolore 
lumendus. 
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am  perfuaded  a  perfeverance  in  the  fame 
plan  will  remove  it. 

When  the  inflammatory  tumefadion' 
hath  fubfided,  and  the  digeftion  of  the 
wound  taken  place,  the  limb  may  be  co¬ 
vered  with  theceratuin  faponaceum,  fpread 
on  linen,  leaving  an  aperture  for  the  wound, 
which  {hould  then  be  dreffed  everyday  with 
a  pledget  of  fome  foft  digeftive,  and  the 
whole  fecurcd  with  the  foliated  or  many¬ 
tailed  flannel  bandage.  To  keep  the  ban¬ 
dage  clean,  and  prevent  the  neceffity  of 
changing  it,  a  piece  of  oil- cloth  Ihould  be 
placed  betwixt  it  and  the  dreffings,  and 
the  pledget  over  the  wound  may  be  cover¬ 
ed  likewife  with  a  bolder  of  tow,  or  linen, 
to  abforb  the  difcharge. 

I  HAVE  before  obferved,  that  placing 
the  limb  upon  its  outward  furface  ^  is,  in 

general, 

1 

•  I  once  faw  a  very  remarkable  inltance  of  the  ufeM- 
cefs  of  the  relaxed  pofition  in  a  compound  fradure, 
where,  after  the  red a£lion  of  the  bones,  the  leg  at  firfl 
was  laid  ftraight.  The  furgeon  concerned  was  furprrfed, 
when  he  removed  the  dreffings,  to  perceive  the  fuperior 
portion  of  the  bone  protruded  through  the  wound,  in  aa 

great 
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general,  the  befl:  way  of  difpcifing  itj  as, 
in  that  cafe,  the  greater  part  bf  the  muf- 
cles  furrounding  the  fraftured  bones  are, 
as  much  as  they  can  be,  relaxed :  but  I 
have  found  fome  inconvenience  from  it. 

If  the  frabture  happens  in  the  fuperior 
part  of  the  leg,  near  the  knee-joint,  and 
the  leg  is  much  infieded,  the  redus,  cru- 
reus,  the  vaftus  externus,  and  infernus, 
mufcles  ad  fo  ftrongly  upon  the  patella 
and  its  ligament,  that  the  fuperior  frag¬ 
ment  of  the  tibia  conneded  with  them 
will  every  day  be  found  difplaced,  efpe- 
cially  if  fplints  are  ufed,  which  are  calcu¬ 
lated  to  fecure  the  leg  only.  To  obviate 
this  inconvenience,  there  muft  either  be  a 
change  of  pofition  in  the  limb,  or  (which" 
is  better)  the  parts  may  be  conveniently 
fecured  by  particular  fplints,  which  thall 
be  defcribed  hereafter. 

^reat  a  degree  a*  at  firll.  In  the  courfe  of  ten  daiys  it  was 
reduced  feveral  tiriicsj  and  as  often  found  difplaced,  un» 
til  it  was  propofed  to  lay  the  limb  upon  its  exterior  fur- 
face,  in  the  relaxed  pofition.  This .  change  of  pofturc 
Qnly,  without  ahy  extenfion,  reduced  the  bone,  and  the 
cure  wa§  acCompliflied  without  an/  further  difficult/,  or 
fubfeejuenc  difplacement. 

P  a 
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If  the  thigh  is  fradured,  and  placed  upon 
its  outward  furface,  if  particular  attention  is 
not  given  that  the  patient  inclines  his  body, 
and  refts  upon  the  hip  of  the  fame  fide, 
when  he  gets  up,  a  very  confiderable  defor¬ 
mity  will  be  experienced,  and  his  foot  and 
toes  be  turned  outward.  Let  the  fradure 
be  what  it  may,  if  the  limb  is  placed  on  its 
outfide,  no  pillows  Ihould  be  ufedj  and, 
as  a  plain  furface  muft  prove  of  advantage, 
the  patient  fhould  lie  upon  a  mattrefs. 

For  more  minute  diredions  refpeding 
the  management  of  fradures,  whether 
fimple  or  compound,  I  refer  the  reader  to 
Mr.  Potfs  ^  treatife,  which  (thofe  parts 
only  excepted  from  which  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  diffent)  is  by  much  the  beft  I 
have  feen  upon  the  fubjed. 

Having  now  defcribed  the  method  of 
treating  compound  fradures,  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  the  moft  eligible,  I  fhall  fub- 
join  a  few  hiftories,  wherein  its  applica¬ 
tion  to  particular  cafes  will  be  proved  to 
have  been  attended  with  fuccefs. 

♦  Remarks  on  Fra^lures  and  Diflqcations, 

An 
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ACCOUNT  of  the  CURE  of 
a  COMPOUND  FRACTURE 
of  the  LEG,  where,  from  the  injury 
the  parts  received,  amputation  had  been 
judged  expedient, 

% 

/ 

T  WAS  fent  for  to  Hawkefbury,  to  af-  Case 
^  fift  Meffieurs  Bindley,  Barber,  and^^^x^X' 
Welton,  furgeons,  in  the  amputation  of  a 
leg.  The  patient  was  a  young  man,  of  a 
robuft  and  healthy  habit  of  body.  On 
the  preceding  day,  by  the  breaking  of  a 
rope,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  from 
the  height  of  fixty  feet,  to  the  bottom  of 
a  coaFpit.  From  this  accident  the  lower 
jaw  was  fradlured,  and  general  marks  of 
contulion  were  viiible  in  his  .face  and 
head.  The  fibula  of  the  right  leg  was 
fradtured,  and  the  tibia  having  been  forced 
from  its  perpendicular  bearing  on  the  af- 
tragalus,  was  diflocated.  The  left  leg 
was  literally  fhattered  to  pieces ;  the  limb 
appeared  half  a  foot  (horter  than  the 
other,  and  there  was  a  very  large  lacerated 
wound,  through  which  the  fuperior  por- 
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tion  of  the  tibia  protruded.  Under  this 
there  were  feveral  portions  of  the  bone, 
feparated  from  the  main  body^  and  fome 
of  them,  by  their  points,  had  been  driven 
into  the  miifcles.  The  tibialis  anticus 
mufcle  was  tranfverfely  torn,  (juice  through 
its  whole  fubflance. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  circum (lances  of 
the  cafe  appeared  fo  terrible  to  the  gentle-^ 
inen  concerned,  that  the  neceffary  appara¬ 
tus  for  amputation  was  provided.  I  ob- 
jeded  to  the  operation  for  many  reafons  5 
but  the  argument’which  appeared  to  have 
mod  weight  with  them  was,  that  the  pa¬ 
tient,  from  the  effedls  of  fuch  complicated 
mifchief,  would  probably  die,  and  thereby 
bring  difgrace  at  lead  upon  the  operation, 
if.not  upon  the  perfons  concerned. 

The  irregular  portion  of  the  tibia,  which 
projedled,  was  fawn  oife;  the  intervening 
loofe  fragments  were  extracted  ;  the  wound 
was  dreffed  with  dry  lint,  and  the  limb 
placed  in  as  eafy  a  pofition  as  the  circum- 
glances  or  the  cafe  would  admit.  The 
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was  kept  down  by  bleeding ;  the  intefti- 
nal  canal  was  opened  by  lenient  cathar¬ 
tics  j  and  a  llridt  antiphlogiftic  plan  pur¬ 
sued  during  the  exiftence  of  inflammatory 
fymptoms.  By  the  ufe  of  the  bark,  when 
they  were  removed,  by  abftaining  from 
all  warm  emollient  and  relaxing  applica¬ 
tions,  and  by  the  diligent  attendance  of 
Mr.  Bindley,  the  patient  not  only  reco-  ^ 
vered  his  health,  but  the  ufe  of  his  limb 
(which  otherwife  might  have  been  facri- 
ficed  to  the  fuppofed  necejjity  of  amputa¬ 
tion)  was  preferved. 

In  this  cafe,  although  four  inches  of  the 
whole  fubftance  of  the  tibia  were  removed, 
yet  the  limb  became  more  ferviceable  than 
the  other.  I  faw  the  patient  the  fummer 
after  the  accident,  and  at  that  time  he  was 
ufing  the  cold-bath  at  Newnham,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  a  weaknefs  which  had  continued 
from  the  diflocation  of  the  right  ancle. 
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A  COMPOUND  FRACTURE 
of  the  LEG,  fuppofed  to  require  am¬ 
putation  from  a  violent  hemorrhage. 

Chsv.  XL.  4 'Middle-aged  man,  riding  on  the  full 
June 4, 1773.  gallop,  and  turning  the  corner  of  the 
road  betwixt  Lutterworth  and  Market- 
harborough,  came  ^againft  the  pole  of  a 
carriage  with  fuch  impetuofity,  that  he 
v^as  thrown  to  the  ground.  By  tlie  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  fall  his  leg  was  fradured,  and 
the  fuperior  portion  of  the  tibia  forcibly 
puflied  c  through  his  boot  into  the  road. 
A  large  difcharge  of  blood  immediately  en- 
fued,  and  the  man  was  conveyed  to  Lut¬ 
terworth,  and  placed  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Jervis.  Appearances  were  fo  unfavourable 
on  the  third  day  after  the  accident  (the  hae¬ 
morrhage  Adi  continuing)  that  Mr.  Jervis 
apprehended  the  amputation  of  the^  lirph 
»  would  have  afforded  the  beft  chance  of 
recovery. 

At  this  period  I  found  the  patient  much 
reduced ;  the  wound  was  plugged  up  with 

coagulable 
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•  coagulable  lymph,  through  which,  how¬ 
ever,  the  blood  ftill  found  its  way  copiouf- 
ly  5  and  there  was  fo  great  an  extravalation 
betwixt  the  fkin  and  the  niufcles,  as  to 
render  the  whole  limb  very  confiderably 
tumefied, 

«  ^ 

In  confultatlon  it  was  agreed  that  the 
leg  ftiould  be  covered  with  cloths,  well  fa- 
turated  with  a  folution  of  crude  fal  ar-^ 
moniac  in  vinegar,  applied  cold 5  that  he 
ihould  take  the  Peruvian  bark,  joined  with 
nitres  and  an  anodyne  be  adminiftered  iu 
the  evening.  From  the  time  the  cold  and 
aftringent  application  was  made,  the  has-, 
morrhage  ceafed ;  the  extravafated  blood 
was  by  degrees  abforbed ;  the  tenfion 
abated  5  and  all  the  bad  fymptoms  dimi- 
nifhed.  The  patient  afterward  not  only 
enjoyed  perfect  health,  but  the  ufe  of  the 
fradured  limb  was  happily  reftored. 


.<0 
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A  COMPOUND  FRACTURE 
-  of  the  LEG,  attended  with  very 
alarming  appearances. 


Case  R.  W- 

March  29 


1776. 


,M 


— of  Aftley,  in  the  county 
of  Warwick,  by  the  fall  of  a  cow  on 
thfe  outfide  of  his  left  leg,  had  both  the 
bones  fradlured  near  the  middle ;  and 
thtbi^gh  a  fmall  wound,  about  half  an 
ihf^h’from  the  internal  edge  of  the  tibia, 
a  large  ftream  of  blood  proceeded..  Four 
hours  after  the  accident  happened,  I  found 
that  a  coagulum  of  blood  had  flopped  up* 
the  external  wound,  and  the  divided  veflel 
had  bled  internally  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
the  leg  \vas' diftended  to  a  moft  enormous 
iize.  The  fkin  was  every  where  removed 
from  the  mufcles,  by  the  vaft  quantity  of 
blood  which  had  infinuated  itfelf  into  the 
cellular  membrane. 


The  prellure  the  parts  fuflained  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  having  any  degree  of 
pain^  and  he  complained  only  of  a  numb- 
oefs  of  the  foot^  which  appeared  of  a  dark 
.  purple 
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purple  colour.  A  furgeon,  who  had  been 
fent  for  from  Nuneaton,  had  bled  the  pa¬ 
tient  before  my  arrival.  The  curative  in¬ 
tentions  appeared  to  be,  to  promote  the 
abforption  of  the  blood  already  extrkVa- 
fated,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  prevent  the 
wounded  vcffel  from  pouring  out  any 
more.  With  a  view  to  anfwer  thefe  pur- 
pofes,  the  parts  w^ere  fomented  cold,  with 
the  cxtracft  of  lead  diluted  in  vinegar ;  thd 
leg  V  placed  upon  its  exterior  fiirface; 
in  the  relaxed  pofition ;  and  Mr.  Sharp's 
fplints  were  employed  to  fecure  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  extremities  of  the  fradured 
bones.  A  folution  of  fal  Glauberi  in  wa¬ 
ter  was  given,  and  repeated  at  proper  in¬ 
tervals,  to  procure  ftools. 


On  the  enfuing  day  the  tenfion  was 
much  diminiflied,  but  the  leg  was  co¬ 
vered  with  velications.  Some  of  them 
contained  lymph  only,  while  others  had  a 
bloody  fluid,  which  appeared  to  have  tran- 
fuded  through  the  cutis :  the  bliflers  were 
all  cut.  The  patient  having  fome  degree 
pf  fever,  was  ordered  to  take  a  faline 

draught 
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draught  every  four  hours ;  and  the  ceratum 
faponaceum,  fpread  on  linen,  was  applied 
Jo  the  whole  furface  of  the  leg. 

On  the  fifth  day  the  limb  was  much 
reduced  in  its  fize,  but  the  Ikin  where  the 
blifters  had  been  affumed  a  dark  purple 
colour.  At  this  time  we  entertained  hopes 
that  all  danger  from  frefti  haemorrhage  was 
over.;  and  therefore  ventured  to  foment 
the  limb  with  the  common  fomentation 
•warm  %  to  three  quarts  of  which  was 
added  an  ounce  of  crude  fal  armoniac,  dif- 

**■  .  W 

folved  in  dillilled  vinegar.  The  ceratum 
faponaceum  was  re-applied  ;after  the  fo¬ 
mentation,  and  the  faline  draughts  were 
continued,  to  each  of  which  was  added  a 
fcruple  of  the  powder  of  bark, 

V 

.  .  On  the  feventh  day  appearances,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  were  favourable ;  and  although  the 
^in  of  the  fradtured  limb  ftill  had  a  fuf- 

^  In  extravafation  of  blood,  after  the  ufe  of  ccU  ap^ 
plications,  and  when  the  procefs  of  abforption  hath  ap- 
peared  to  have  been  fufpended,  I  have  fometimes ’ufed 
warm'ones  with  advantage. 

t  ■  ■ 


\ 


picioiis 


221 


.  IN  S  U.R  G  E  R  Y. 

's 

piciousiafpedl,  yet  there  was  an  equable 
wafnath  throughout  the  whole,  and  the 
tenfion  was  greatly'  diminiftied.  At  a  cer¬ 
tain  hour  every  day  a  fever  arofe,  .which 
we  imputed  to  the  abforption  of  extra- 
vafated  blood. 

On  the  tenth  day,  whilft  we  were  ufing 
the  warm  fomentation,  there  happened  a 
confiderable  hsemorrhage  from  the  wound  j 
we  therefore  fubftituted  cold  for  warm  ap¬ 
plications  }  on  the  next  day  he  bled  again, 
but  not  in  fo  large  a  quantity.  Thirty 
drops  of  elixir  vitrioli  were  then  added  to 
'  each  dofe  of  the  cortex,  and  he  took  fre¬ 
quently  a  tea-cupfull  of  the  tindtura  rofa- 
rum.  On  the  twelfth  day  there  was  a 
large  fanious  difcharge  from  the  wound, 
which  continued  the  fpace  of  a  week.  It 
decreafed  afterward ;  and  the  matter  was 
prevented  from  lodging  in  the  interftices 
of  the  mufcles,  by  the  application  of  pro¬ 
per  compreffcs.  The  bark, was  continued 
until  all  appearance  of  danger  was  over.: 
the  patient  gradually  recovered  a  good  Hate 
of  health,  and  the  ufe  of  the  fradtured  limb. 

A 
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A  COMPOUND  FRACTURE 
of  the  F  O  R  E  -  A  R  M,  combined 
with  a  diflocation  of  the  os  humeri. 


CaseXLII 
Jan. 1 5,1779 


.^HE  fervantof - -  Wehh,  Efq;  of 

Dublin,'  galloping  after  his  maker’s 
carriage,  was  thrown  from  his  horfe,  upon 
the  London  road,  two  miles  from  this 
city,  with  fuch  violence,  that  part  of  the 
bones  of  the  fore-arm  was  forced  throush 
the  fleeve  of  his  coat  and  furtout.  He  was 
brought  to  this  town,  and  put  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Harrold  and  mvfelf. 


/ 


-  The  os  humeri  was  diilocated,  and  the 
head  of  the  bone  perceived  to  lie  in  the 
axilla.  The  fradfure  of  the  radius  and  ul« 
na  was  attended  with  comminution,  and 
there  were  two  wounds  of  the  fkin, 
through  one  of  which  a  portion  of  the 
tenfor  carpi  ulnaris  mufcle  was  protruded, 
in  a  lacerated  Rate.  The  inferior  w^ound 
was  fituated  near  the  part  w^here  the  fupe- 
rior  edge  of  the  pronator  quadratus  is  in- 
ferted  into  the  ulna. 


The 
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The  diflocation  was  reduced  by  bend¬ 
ing  the  fore-arm,  and  applying  the  ex¬ 
tending  force  to  the  os  humeri  only.  The 
arm,  after  being  well  fomented  with  the 
faturnine  water  of  Goulard  cold,  was 
wrapped  up  in  cloths  wetted  with  the 
fame,  and  particular  directions  were  given 
to  keep  them  in  a  moift  ftate,  by  pouring 
fome  of  the  lotion  upon  them  frequently. 

Before  the  ufe  of  this,  the  patient’s  arm 
was  in  great  pain,  and  fwelling  and  inflam¬ 
mation  were  coming  on  j  it  was  very  pleaf- 
ing  to  fee  the  good  effeCts  of  the  cold  af- 
tringent  application.  By  means  of  this, 
and  an  opiate  in  the  evening,  the  patient 
flept  feveral  hours  in  the  night,  and  the 
next  morning  complained  of  very  little 
pain. 

The  fwelling  was  inconfiderable,  and  Jan.  i6. 
the  Ikin  of  the  arm  very  little  difcoloured  ; 
an  opening  medicine  was  ofdered  in  the 
morning,  and  an  anodyne  in  the  evening. 

The  fame  external  application  was  con¬ 
tinued  j  and  a  pledget  fpread  with  common 
digeftive  ointment  applied  to  the  wounds. 

Although 
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,  Although  the  opiate  was  by  miftake  omit¬ 
ted,  ^the  patient  flept  very  well  in  the  courfe 
of  this  night,  and, on  the  fucceeding  day 
he  had  neither  pain,  fever,  or  indeed  any 
particular  complaint. 


The  lotion  was  applied  conftantly  the 
firft  week,  during  which  time  all  thofe 
lymptoms  which  are  faid  to  attend  com¬ 
pound  fraftures  were  prevented,  and  the 
wound  digefted  well.  On  the  eighth  day, 
when  all  inflammatory  danger  was  appre¬ 
hended  to  be  over,  the  cerat.  faponac.  was 
applied  to  the  arm,  and  the  lituation  of 
the  fradured  bones  fecured  by  the  foliated 
flannel  bandage  and  fplints.  At  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  fourteen  days  both  the  wounds 
were  healed ;  and  at  the  end  of  a  month 
the  patient  was  thought  fufiiciently  reco¬ 
vered  to  undertake  a  journey  to  Ireland. 

In  this  cafe,  twelve  quarts  of  the  fatur- 
hine  lotion  were  employed  the  firft  week. 

t  <  . 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  a  COMPOUND 
DISLOCATION  of  the  ELBOW- 
JOINT. 

JOSEPH  T  Y  S  A  L,  playing  at  leap-  Case 

J  frog,  fell  violently  upon  the  palm  of Se^.4!!7V3, 
the  right-hand,  by  which  accident  the 
elbow-joint  Was  diflocated.  Examining 
the  fituation  of  the  parts  food  after  the  oc¬ 
currence,  I  perceived  the  olecranon  diflo¬ 
cated  backward  and  upvvatd,  behind  the  os 
humeri.  There  v^as  a  tranfverfe  wound, 
more  than  two  inches  in  length,  on  the 
infide  of  the  arm>  through  which  the  m- 
ternal  condyle^  and  part  of  the  articulating 
furface  of  the  os  humeri^  Were  protruded. 

The  capfular  ligament  of  the  joint  was  la¬ 
cerated,- which,  together  with  the  tendon 
of  ,the  biceps  mufcle;  appeared  externally 
through  the  lips  of  the  wound, 

( 

•  .  i  . 

Having  placed  an  affiftant;  with  his 
hands  eroding  upon  the  fuperior  part  of 
the  arm,  to  preferve  a  proper  refiftance^  I 
ordered  another  to  make  a  gradual  exten- 

CL  fion 
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lion  at  the  inferior  part  of  the  fore-arm. 
When  I  thought  a  fufficient  force  had  been 
ufed  in  this  diredion,  I  fuddenly  bent  the 
fore-arm  inward  and  toward  the  bread, 
and  the  diflocated  bones  were  immediately 
reduced. 

From  the  injury  the  parts  had  fuftain- 
ed  j  from  the  laceration  of  the  capfular  li¬ 
gament;  from  the  protrufion  of  part  of 
the  articulating  furface  of  the  joint,  and 
its  expofure  to  the  air :  I  apprehended 
that  an  anchylolis  muft  have  been  the 
mod  favourable  termination  of  the  cafe. 
Upon  the  fuppoiition,  therefore,  that  this 
event  would  happen,  and  to  prevent  the 
patient’s  arm  being  totally  ufelefs  to  him  in 
his  employment  as  a  weaver,  after  having 
drefled  the  wound  fuperficially  with  dry 
lint  and  dicking-plaider,  I  bent  the  fore¬ 
arm,  and  placed  it  in  a  pofition  in  which 
it  defcribed  a  right  angle  with  the  os  hu¬ 
meri.  To  guard  againd  an  inflammation, 
and  confequent  fuppuration  in  the  joint, 
the  patient  was  bled,  ordered  opening  me¬ 
dicines,  and  an  opiate  at  bed- time;  the 


arn:^ 


Srm  was  covered  with  cloths  foaked  in  a 
foldtion  of  crude  fal  arrhoniac  in  vinegar, 
cold.  By  thefe  means  he  fuffered  as  little, 
and  was  equally  exempt  from  pain,  as  if  the 
Cafe  had  been  a  Ample  diflocatioo.  The 
external  wound  healed  by  (what  fiirgeons 
call)  the  firfl:  intention,  and  the  expefled 
anchylofis  did  not  take  place. 

Although  there  was^  for  fome  time- 
a  confiderable  interruption  to  the  perfed: 
flexure  of  the  joint,  yet  in  the  courfe  of 
twelve  months  the  boy  could  work  at  the 
loom,  and  the  injured  arm  waS  nearly 
ferviccable  as  the  other. 

I  LATELY  ihade  an  enquiry  Concerning 
this  patient,  and  was  informed  that  he  re¬ 
covered  the  perfed  ufe  of  the  diflocated 
arm,  and  was  then  fefving  in  the  king’s 
army  in  North  Anaerka, 
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A  F  R  A  C  T  U  R  E  ^  of  the  L  E  G,  m 
which  the  epiphyfis  was  feparated  from 
the  tibia. 

A  Surgeon  of  the  army,  met  with  the 
^  ^  above  accident  by  a  fall  from  'his 
horfe,  in  the  park  contiguous  to  this 
town.  Before  I  faw  him  the  cafe  was 
fuppofed  to  have  been  a  luxation,’  as 
there  was  a  confderable  external  projec¬ 
tion  of  the  bones  of  the  leg,  juft  beneath 
the  knee  joint,  probably  occalioned  by  his 
attempting  to  walk  after  he  had  received 
the  injury.  The  parts  were  in  great  pain, 
and  the  irritation  excited  a  confiderable  de¬ 
gree  of  fever. 

By  a  flight  prelTure  on  the  outfide  of' 
the  leg,  the  fra£lured  tibia  was  reduced ; 
the  parts  were  covered  with  the  ceratum 
faponaceum,  fuftained  by  a  foliated  flannel 

*  Boerhaave  has  improperly  arranged  this  cafe  in  the 
clafs  of  luxations,  Aphorifm  CCCLX.  ^gineta  has 
well  defined  a  luxation  ;  “  Elapfus  articuli  ex  proprio 
««  cavo  in  alienum,  a  quo  motas  arbltrarius  impeditur.” 
Lib.  VI.  Cap.  III.  pag.  loi. 

bandage. 
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bandage,  moderately  tight;  the  leg  was 
placed  upon  its  outiide,  and  a  little  infledled 
only,  that  the  ligament  of  the  patella 
might  not  be  too  much  upon  the  ftretch. 
A  ftrifl:  antiphlogiftic  regimen  was  re¬ 
commended,  and  an  opiate  given  in  the 
evening.  The  pain  of  the  knee  was  fo 
intenfe  diirlng  the  night,  that  the  anodyne 
produced  no  effedt.  In  the  morning  of 
the  5th  the  fever  increafed,  and  the  leg, 
from  the  knee  to  the  ancle,  was  ex¬ 
tremely  tenfe,  painful,  and  difcovered  a 
great  difpofition  to  inflammation.  The 
fkin  was  ftained  with  extravafated  fluids, 
of  various  fhades,  from  a  brown  yellow, 
to  a  livid  complexion. 

In  this  difagreeable  fituation  of  things, 
fourteen  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from 
the  arm,  an  ounce  of  Rochelle  fait  was 
given  foon  afterward,  and,  when  it  began 
to  operate,  a  faline  draught  with  nitre  was 
repeated  every  three  hours :  thirty-five 
drops  of  laudanum  were  given  at  night. 
The  tight  integuments  then  fufiiciently 
fuftaining  the  fradtured  bone,  the  flannel 

CLs 
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apparatus  was  difufed.  The  parts  were 
conflantly  bathed  the  whole  day,  fome- 
tinies  with  the  vegeto-mineral  water  of 
Ooulard,  and  ionietinies  with  a  diicutient 
and  anodyne  fomentation,  compofed  of  a 
decodlion  of  poppy-heads,  to  which  was 
added  fome  crude  fal  armoniac  diffolved  in ' 
vinegar.  At  night  the  ceratuni  fapona-* 

'  ceum  was  again  applied. 


June  6  and  7.  The  fymptonis  were  much  in  the  fame 
ilatCj  With  a  little  variation  iii  tlie  colour  of 
the  flcin,  which  was  then  become  darker. 
The  fame  plan  was  purfiied,  his  bowels 
were  very  well  opened  by  the  Rochelle 
fait,  and  the  (|uaDtity  of  thebaic  tindlure 
in  the  night  draught  was  increafed  in  pro-^ 
portion  to  the  degree  of  pain. 

8.  T  H  E  febrile  iymptorns  were  alrnofl' 
gone,  and  the  tenfion  oi  the  leg  very  much 
'  reduced. 

ic.  He  continued  to  mend  ;  but,  notwitli- 
{landing  the  opiate  was  not  omitted  in  the 
evening,  he  had  but  little  refl,  on  account 
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of  the  collifion  of  the  fraftured  bone. 
There  was  a  neceffity,  therefore,  of  ap¬ 
plying  fome  apparatus  that  would  fecure 
the  fituation  of  the  tibia,  and  at  the  fame 
time  prevent  any  motion  in  the  knee-joint. 
Thefe  purpofes  were  extremely  well  an- 
fwered  .by  a  particular  kind  of  fplints,  con¬ 
trived  by  Mr.  William  Sharp,  for  a  fimilar 
cafe 

From  this  time  there  happened  no  par¬ 
ticular  circumftance  worth  relating :  the 
patient  by  degrees  recovered  the  ufe  of  his 
leg  ^  but  there  was,  for  fome  time,  a  con- 
fiderable  ftiffnefs  in  the  knee-joint, 

^  See  Plate  IL 
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Of  the  METHOD  of  CURING 
the  B  R  O  N  C  H  O  C  E  L  E. 

TH  E  bronchocele  is  a  preternatural 
enlargement  of  the  thyroid  gland. 
It  does  not  appear  that  the  ancients 
had  any  precife  ideas  of  the  nature  of  this 
difeafe,  and  of  courfe  the  methods  they 
have  propofed  for  its  cure,  muft  have  beeh 
equally  vague  and  uncertain. 

\ 

Celsus  *  confounds  with  the  brpn- 
chocele,  thatlpecies  of  encyfted  tumour 

At  in  cervice,  inter  cutem  &  afperam  arteriaro, 
tumor  increfcit  Grasci  vocant)  quo,  mod© 

caro  hebes,  modo  humor  aliquis,  melli  aquasve  fimilis 
includitur.-  CeJfus,  de  Medic.  Lib.  VIL  Cap.  nl 

447’  '  ■  ^  r  ^ 
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called  by  furgeons  meliceris,  and  recom¬ 
mends  the  application  of  a  cauftic  for  its 
cure ;  but  adds,  the  method  by  excifion  is 
more  expeditious. 

Albucasis  feems  to  have  embraced  the 
fame  error,  but  is  more  cautious  of  the 
knife,  and  relates  a  cafe,  where  an  igno¬ 
rant  operator,  in  attempting  the  excifion 
of  a  bronchocele,  divided  the  large  veffels 
of  the  neck,  and  killed  the  patient. 

Paulo s  /Egineta  *  defcribes  two 
fpecies  of  bronchocele,  one  of  which,  he 
fays,  is  occafioned  by  fat,  and  the  other, 
aneurifmatic  t  for  the  reliei  of  the  firft 
kind  he  advifes  the  ufe  of  the  knife. 

Wiseman  and  Freind  •\  have  con¬ 
founded  this  difeafe  with  the  fcrophula; 
the  latter  exprefly  declaring,  that  when 
the  difeafe  occupied  the  thyroid  gland,  it 
is  not  properly  a  bronchocele,  but  a  flru- 
raa  lolli.  Wifeman,  on ,  the  other  hand, 

'»  Paul,  ^ginct.  de  Afpers  Arteris  Tuipore,  (jui 
Bronchocele  dicitur. 

Hiftory  Phyfic, 


cleno- 


denominates  a  tumour  bronchocele^  which 
was  evidently  ftrumous,  occupying  part  of 
the  cheek,  and  extending  round  the  root 
of  the  ear 

\. 

The  moderns  have  not  defcribed  this 
difeafe  with  the  precifion  that  might,  in 
the  prefent  improved  hate  of  furgery,  have 
been  expeded.  Heifter,  and  others  who 
have  copied  from  him,  have  fallen  into 
the  error  of  Wifeman  and  Freind,  and 
have  confounded  the  bronchocele  with 
fcrophulous  fwellings,  fituated  in  the  la¬ 
teral  and  anterior  parts  of  the  neck. 

There  cannot,  certainly,  be  a  more 
defirable  thing  in  the  purfuit  of  medical 
or  chirurgical  knowledge,  than  to  afcertain 
with  all  poffible  exadnefs  the  real  nature 
pf  difeafes  j  to  diftinguilh  them  from  each 
other  with  certainty  j  and  to  reduce  the 
method  of  treating  them  to  as  great  a  de¬ 
gree  of  fimplicity  as  may  be.  I  can  re¬ 
coiled  but  a  few  inftances  in  which  the 
bronchocele  was  accompanied  with  other 

*  Chirurg.  Treatifes,  fol.  Edit.  p.  279. 

fcrophulous 
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fcrophulous  appearances.  It  is  true,  the 
fcrophala  has  a  great  tendency  to  fix  upon 
glands ;  but  the  thyroid  gland  differs  in 
its  ftrudlure  as  much  from  thofe  that  are 
affciSed  by  the  fcrophala,  as  the  liver  does 
from  the  kidneys ;  and  there  is  juft  as 
much  reafon  to  think  a  man  muji  have  the 
jaundice,  becaufe  he  has  a  nephritis,  as  to 
fuppofe  the  bronchocele  muft  be  ftrumous, 
becaufe  its  feat  is  in  the  thyroid  gland,  and 
becaufe  glands  are  found  to  be  difeafed  in 
the  fcrophula. 

The  fcrophulous  virus  Is  generally  dif- 
CQvered  to  have  produced  its  effects  in  the 
road  of  abforption,  and  its  feat,  of  confe- 
quence,  is  moftly  in  the  lymphatic  glands. 
The  lymphatic  fyftem,  by  the  induftry  of 
modern  anatomifts,  is  now  very  well  der 
fined ;  by  filling  the  tubes  with  quickfil- 
ver  they  are  difcoverable  to  the  eye,  and 
the  lymphatic  glands  have  been  clearly  de- 
monftrated.  The  thyroid  gland  differs  ef- 
fentially  in  it^  ftrudlure  from  the  lympha¬ 
tics.  The  large  proportion  of  artereal  blood 

which 
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which  this  gland  hath,  renders  it  probable 
that  it  iecretes  fome  fluid,  but  its  excretory 
dudls  (if  there  are  any)  have  never  yet 
been  difcovered ;  and  until  the  ufe  of  this 
part  is  better  underftood,  the  caufe  of  the 
bronchocele  may  remain  unknown. 

Various  conjedlures,  indeed,  the  ap¬ 
parent  refult  of  whim  and  caprice,  have 
been  formed  concerning  the  caufe  of  this 
difeafe.  Thus  the  air  and  waters  of  a 
country,  the  drinking  of  very  cold  water, 
or  that  in  which  fnow  hath  been  diflblved, 
ftraining,  or  lifting  great  weights,  have 
'  been,  with  great  confidence,  pronounced 
the  caufe  of  the  bronchocele.  Lifting 
weights  muft  be  the  common  lot  of  the 
inferior  clafs  of  mankind  in  every  country  j 
and  it  is  difficult  to  fay  why  the  Laplan¬ 
der,  who  drinks  nothing  but  fnow-water 
the  greateft  part  of  the  year,  fliould  not 
be  equally  fubjedt  to  the  complaint  as  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Alps  and  mountains  of 
Tyrol,  where  the  bronchocele  is  fo  com¬ 
mon,  that  it  is  efteemed  a  perfonal  advan¬ 
tage. 
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tage  Science  in  this  country  being  hoW 
diverted  of  theoretic  chimeras,  will  not  be 
fatisfied  with  fuch  futile  attempts  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  caufes  of  difeafes,  but  experts 
them  to  be  better  fupported  by  truth  and 
demonrtration. 

Monsieur  Girard,  phyfician  in  or¬ 
dinary  to  the  king  of  France,  mentions  a 
fpecies  of  bronchocele,  which  muft  have 
been  very  uncommon.  It  is,  he  fays,  oc« 
cartoned  by  a  portion  of  the  internal  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  trachea  being  protruded  be¬ 
twixt  two  of  the  cartilaginous  rings  of  the 
windpipe,  and  forming  a  tumour  in  the 

*  “  II  y  a  des  villages  entiers  ou  perfonne  n’en  eft  ex. 
empt.  On  a  dit  que  c’etoit  une  queftion  dans  le  pays, 
de  favoir  ft  c’eft  un  defaut  d’en  avoir  oii  de  n’en  avoif 
**  point.  Sc  dans  le  Tirol  en  eftet,  on  pretend  que  celd 
*.*  pafTe  pour  ornement.  Dans  les  lieux  ou  tout  le  monde 
**  en  a,  les  hommes  &  les  femmes  difputent  entr'  eux  de 
“  beaute,  fuivant  la  difpofttion  plus  ou  moins  reguliere 
&  avantageufe  du  Goitre  qu’ils  portent.  Les  Tiro^' 
liens  traitent  de  Co/s  de  Grue  ceux  de  leurs  voiftns,  de 

) 

“  meme  que  les  etrangers  qui  n’ont  point  de  Goitre. 
“  Un  j^ngloisj  voyagcant  dans  ces  contrees  attira  tous  les 
“  regards  par  fa  figure  ;  mais  on  trouvoit  qu’il  lui  man- 
“  quoit  un  grand  agrcment :  le  belle  hommes  difoit  on; 

s*il  a^voit  un  goltred^  Girard,  Traite  des  Loupes,  p; 
409. 
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anterior  part  of  the  neck,  foft,  not  difco- 
loured,  and  without  pain. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  the  inhabitants 
of  naountainous  countries  are  more  fubjeit 
to  the  bronchocele  than  others ;  but  there 
_  are  exceptions  to  this  general  obfervation. 
In  fome  parts  of  France  the  bronchocele 
(le  goitre)  is  endemic,  particularly  in 
Dauphine  and  the  Gevaudan.  In  the  Ge- 
vaudan  there  are  two  little  towns,  at  no 
great  diftance  from  each  otheri  one  of 
them  is  called  St.  Chely,  and  the  other 
Malzieu.  Malzieu  is  lituated  in  a  valley, 
furrounded  by  high  mountains,  and  in  this 
town  moft  of  the  people  have  fwelled 
necks ;  whereas  at  St.  Chely,  which 

Hands  in  a  high  lituation,  the  goitre  is 
unknown  *. 

The  bronchocele  is  to  be  met  with  at 
Paris  and  its  environs,  and  there  (as  I  be¬ 
lieve  at  all  other  places)  women  are  more 
fubjedt  to  it  than  men  j  and  Monfieur  Gi¬ 
rard  having  obferved  in  France,  as  well 

O 

*  Girard,  du  goitre* 

as 


239 


240 


APPENDIX. 

as  fome  other  countries,  that  the  greater 
niimber  of  women  who  have  the  bron- 
chocele  are  married^  is  induced  to  think 
the  caufe  may  be  explained  from  circum- 
ftances  which  take  place  in  parturition. 
Admitting  this  to  be  a  fadi,  he  has  ex¬ 
plained  it  in  a  very  ingenious  manner 
But  the  women  of  St.  Chely  muft  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  the  fame  difficulties  in  bring¬ 
ing  forth  their  children  as  at  Paris,  and 
other  places,  and  yet  the  bronchocele  is 

*  “  C’efl  toujoiirs  apres  une  grande  infpiration  que 
les  femmes  en  ccHiche  font  les  plus  grands  eiForts.  Les 
poumons»  remplis  d’air,  fouffrent  une  grande  compref- 
**  fion,.ainfi  que  le  diaphragine.  Les  mufcles  du  larynx 
fe  contradlent  pour  empecher  la  fortie  de  Lair,  done  la 
**  prefence  eft  de  la  plus  grande  efticacite,  pour  que  Ics 
mufcles  du  bas»ventre  exercent  une  puiftance  propor- 
tionnee  a  la  refiftance  qu’ils  ont  a  vaincre  ;  &  il  eft 
vraifemblable  que  leur  a£lion  Temporte  de  beaucoup 
“  fur  celle  de  la  matrice  pour  Texpulfion  de  Penfant. 
C’eft  done  avec  raifon  que  les  femmes,  dans  cet  etat, 
retiennent  le  plus  qu'elles  peuvent  leurs  cris,  pour  fa- 
•  vorifer  cette  adion,  11  en  refulte,  d’un  autre  cote, 
“  que  Pair,  chafle  avec  violence,  mais  arrece  aveC  fa 
memp  force  par  le  retreciftement  de  la  glotte  &  du 
“  gofier,  gonfle  &  diftend  d^une  part  la  trachee-artere, 
**  de  meme  que  les  brooches,  &  de  Pautre  intercepte  la 
**  circulation  du  “fang  dans  les  parties  voifines,  le  pent 
**  meme  faire  extravafer  dans  Ic  tilTu  ceHulaireP* 

unknowni 
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unknown  there  ;  and  indeed  the  fad,  as 
far  as  I  know,  is,  there  are  as  many  un- 
matricd  women  who  have  this  difeafc,  as 
of  tbofe  who  have  experienced  the  pains 
of  labour. 

The  bronchocele  is  common  in  many 
parts  of  England,  particularly  in  Derby- 
(hire ;  hence  it  is  fometimes  called  the 
Derby  neck.  It  Is  alfo  very  prevalent  in 
fome  diftrids  of  Germany,  ^  moun¬ 
tainous  parts  of  Swilferland,  at  Turin,  and 
the  country  adjacent  thii  Po  and  ’  the 
Doria. 

I  HAVE  before  obferved,  that  the  an¬ 
cients  had  no  certain  ideas  of  the  nature  of 
the  bronchocele,  and  therefore  could  not 
be  fuppofed  to  recommepd  any  method  of 
curing  it,  which  would  bear  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  rational  enquiry.  Celfus  having 
confounded  the  bronchocele  with  a  com¬ 
mon  encyfted  tumour,  and’advifed  the  ufe 
of  the  knife  for  its  cure,  appears  to  have 
led  others  into  the  fame  miflake. 


The 
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s  The  extirpation  of  the  bronchocele  by 
the  knife,  hath  been  attempted  by  Aqua- 
pendente,  and  recommended  by  Dionis. 
And  we  read  in  Palfin  that  a  young  la¬ 
dy  of  diftindtioH  having  had  a  broncho¬ 
cele  extirpated,  died  under  the  operation, 
Mr.  Gooch  *f*  tells  os,  that  he  was 
once  prevailed  upon  to  be  prefent  at  the 
extirpation  of  a  bronchocele.  The  Sur- 
**  geon  was  an  intrepid  operator,  but  be- 
**  fore  he  had  half  finifhed  the  bufinefs, 
there  was  fucb  an  effufion  of  blood,  as 
obliged  him  to  dehft,  aad  turn  bfe' 
**  whole  attention  to  reftraining  the  hss- 
morrhage  j  or,  in  the  opinion  of  all  pre- 
fent,  the  patient  would  have  funk  and 
died  under  his  hands.  She  died  in  lefs. 
than  a  week,  and  I  was  informed  that 
the  blood  was  never  totally  flopped. 
In  another  Cafe,  where  the  operation 
was  performed  againft  my  opinion,  by 
one  of  the  m’oft  dextrous  operators  in 
London,  a  fatal  hiemorrhage  was  very 
near  taking  place.  The  young  lady's 

•  Palfin  Anatom.  Tom.  II.  p.  313. 
f  Gooch’s  Med.  &  Chifurg.  Obf.  p.  1-35. 
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life  was  preferved,  only  by  having  a  luC- 
ceffiori  of  perfohs  to  keep  a  conftant 
pr^iTufe  upon  the  bleeding  veffels  day 
and  night  for  near  a  week>  v/ith  their 
fingers  upon  proper  comprefies,  after 
**  the  operator  had  been  repeatedly  difap- 
**  pointed  in  the  ufe  of  the  needle  and 
ligature/’ 

When  \Ve  refiedt  upon  the  fituation  of 
the  thyroid  ^  gland,  and  confider  its  nu- 
inerous  arteries,  which  inCreafc  in  dianie« 
ter  in  proportion  to  the  enlargement  of  the 
part,  we  fhall  not  be  furprifed  at  the  diffi- 
Cultiesi  that  muft  attend  its  extirpation  in 
a  difeafed  ftatej  and  the  danger  there  ever 
muft  be,  of  incurring  a  fatal  hsemorrhagc. 

*  “  Les  parties  que  cette  humeiir  affedle,^  font  entre- 
**  lacees  d’dne  quantity  imrnenie  d6  vaifTeaux  fanguins* 

**  L’ouverture,  principalement  de  Tartere  laryngee  fupe- 
**  rieure,  premiere  branche  de  la  carotide  externe  (artere 
**  fort  grolTe,  a  proportion  du  petit  volume  de  la  glande 
thyroide,  a  la  quelle  elle  va  fe  rendre,)  jettefbit  dans 
**  un  p€ril  eminent  de  mort,  vu  qu’il  eft  ici  tres— difficile 
de  lier  les  vaifleaux,  ou  de  faire  de  fortes  compreffions 
**  piour  appuyer  I’aftion  de  ragaric^^oo  d’un  catiftique.  ^ 

Oirard  da  Goitre,  p.  433. 
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SoMfi^obfervations  have  been  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Surgery  at 
Paris,  of  the  radical  cure  of  the  broncho- 
cele  having  been  obtained,  by  making  an 
incifion  on  each  fide  the  tumour,  and  then, 
by  the  Introdudion  of  a  feton,  to  promote 
an  internal  fuppuration.  In  particular 
cafes,  where  an  external  opening  hath  been 
made,  Monf  Louis,  a  Surgeon  of  thefirft 
eminence  at  Paris,  afSrms,  that,  if  there 
is  no  reafon  (6n  account  of  a  fcirrhous 
hardnefs)  to  fuppofe  the  tumour  will  de¬ 
generate  into  a  cancer,  he  attacks  the  com¬ 
plaint  with  the  cauflic  ftone ;  and  when 
the  efchar  feparates,  by  reiterated  applica¬ 
tions  of  the  cauflic,  he  pufhes  on  into  the 
centre  of  the  gland.  This  procefs  not 
only,  he  fays,  occafions  a  deflrudion  of 
the  fubflance  of  the  part,  but,  that  after¬ 
wards,  proper  external  refolvent  applica¬ 
tions  may  be  applied  with  advantage, 
which  before  the  opening  of  the  turnout, 
may  have  been  ufed  without  the  Jeaft  bene¬ 
fit.  Monf.  Louis  farther  obferves,  that  in 
fome  of  thefe  cafes,  wonders  may  be  done 
with  butter  of  antimony,  ufed  with  dif- 

cretipn. 
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cretion.  From  the  fituatjpn  and  ftru^lurc 
of  the  thyroid  gland,  there  can  be  little 
reafbn  to  imagine,  that  any  topical  appli¬ 
cation  can  be  of  ufe  in  the  bronchocele. 
Whatever  is  thus  applied,  is  abforbed  by 
the  bibulous  orifices  of  the  lymphatics, 
which  open  upon  the  furface  of  the  fkin, 
and  is  either  carried  pn  wjth  the  lymph 
into  the  common  courfe  of  circulation,  or 
arrefted  by  the  next  lymphatic  gland. 
IVIonf.  Girard  ^  acquaints  us,  that  he  has 
fpmetipies  feen  an  incipient  bronchocele 
difperfed  by  gentle  and  long  continued 
friftion  upon  the  part ;  and  advifes  its  ufe, 
Vvheneyer  an  internal  procefs  is  entered 
upon  for  a  cure,  which  he  thinks  muft  be 
taken  frorp  the  clafs  of  rpedicipes  that 
operate  upon  the  urinary  paffages.  He 
defends  this  opinion  by  analogical  reafon- 
ing,  and  partly  by  twp  pr  three  uncommon 
cafes  that  he  has  met  with.  One  of  thefe 
is  the  cafe  of  a  ppqr  woman,  who  had  a 
bronchocele  fpr  Ibme  time,  of  which  fhe 
was  cured  by  a  diabetes. 


Girard  des  Loupes,  p,  42^. 
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From  the  whole,  we  may  be  alloweff 
|o  deduce  the  following  corollaries, 

2 ft.  That  an  attempt  to  extirpate  the 
bronchocele  with  the  knife,  can  never 

f  ’  '  t. 

be  made  without  hazarding  the  pati- 
enf  s  life : 

2dly,  That  there  can  be  but  fmall  hopes 
of  a  cure  from  topical  application  : 
and, 

3dly,  That  the  refolution  of  the  tumour 
can  only  be  expedted  by  internal  me¬ 
dicines. 

Mons.  Dapeyron,  a  pbyfician  in  Au¬ 
vergne,  has  had  great  fuccefs  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  bronchocele,  from  the  diflbl- 
vent  and  diuretic  effeds  of  the  powder  of 
calcined  egg-ftiells.  Three  cafes  upon  this 
fubjed,  were  read  with  applaufe  in  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Montpelier, 
the  lathof  January  1769;  and  theyhavq 
been  lince  inferted  in  the  Journal  de  Me-, 
decine  of  the  month  of  March  1770, 

^  VId.  Journal  de  Medecise  du  nicis  de  Mars  1770. 
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He  prepares  hrs  patients  for  fome  days 
with  mutton  broth,  in  which  the  roots  of 
madder  have  been  boiled ;  then  he  gives  a 
purge,  after  which  he  begins  with  the  al- 
caline  powder.  T wo  fcruples  or  a  drachm 
of  it,  is  mixed  with  three  large  fpoonfuls 
of  old  red  Port  wine,  and  given  every 
night  and  morning.  By  thefe  means,  the 
tumours  difappeared  in  lefs  than  forty  days. 

Upon  another  occafion,  Monf.  Dapey- 
ron  has  afl'erted,  that  fifteen  or  twenty 
dofes  of  a  drachm  each,  of  the  powder  of 
calcined  legg-fliells,  are  fufficient  for  the 
radi<?al  cure  of  the  bronchocele.  How  far 
this  method  will  fucceed  in  fimilar  cafes, 
muft  be  left  to  future  experience  to  de¬ 
termine. 

A  Surgeon  of  reputation,  who  ferved 
in  the  army  of  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  in 
the  war  before  the  laft,  had  a  remedy,  by 
which  he  is  faid  to  have  cured  the  bron¬ 
chocele  in  the  fpace  of  twelve  days.  The 
recipe  is  as  foljows : 

R  4  Take 
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Take-^SuIphur  one  ounce.  ‘ 

•  Spunge,  one  drachm  and  a  half. 

Bits  of  new  cloth  of  different 
colours,  two  handfuls. 

The  whole  is  to  be  put  into  a  new  and 
varnifhed  eartheti  pot,  and  after  being  co-^ 
vered  and  luted,  it  is  to  be  placed  in  an 
oven. 

When  the  contents  are  calcined,  they 
are  to  be  powdered,  and  paffed  through  a 
fieve.  The  powder  is  to  be  divided  into 
twelve  parts  ^  fix  of  thefe  are  to  be  re- 
ferved  for  internal  ,ufe,  and  the  other  parts 
are  to  be  mixed  with  a  poultice  of  bread 
and  milk,  and  applied  to  the  tumour. 
Mr.  Profier  ^  alfo  relates,  that  the  bron- 
chocele  may  be  cured  by  the  exhibition  of 
a  medicine  twice  a  day,  compofed  of  mille¬ 
pedes,  burnt  fpunge,  and  cinnabar  of  an¬ 
timony.  The  patient  is  to  be  purged  at 
intervals,  with  mercurial  cathartic  pills. 

I  MIGHT  enumerate  fome  other  me¬ 
thods,  that  have,  at  various  times,  been 

*  Treatife  on  tb«  Bronchocelc. 
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put  in  praftice  for  the  cure  of  this  trouble- 
lome  difeafe ;  but  as  none  of  them  have- 
preferved  any  degree  of  reputation,  their 
infertion  would  take  up  the  Reader's  time 
to  no  purpofe.  Indeed,  it  muft  be  af- 
cribed  to  the  total  inefficacy  of  moft  of  the 
remedies  recommended  for  the  cure  of  the 
thick  neck,  that  many  eminent  Surgeons, 
with  Mr.  Gooch,  have  confefled,  in  their 
attempts  to  refolve  thefe  fwellings,  they 
have  generally  been  defeated 

The  moft  celebrated  remedy  for  the 
cure  of  the  bronchocele,  is  that  which 
for  many  years  hath  been  fold  at  Co¬ 
ventry,  and  hitherto  confined  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  a  few  perfons.  The  hiftory  of 
it  is  as  follows. 

It  is  now  a  confiderable  time  fince  Dr. 
Bate  lived  at  Coventry,  and  pradifed  as  a 
phyfician.  He  had  a  daughter,  who  mar¬ 
ried  a  Mr.  Keeling,  an  apothecary  of  the 
town  :  after  Mifs  Bate  was  married  to 
Mr.  Keeling,  ffie  was  afflicfted  with  a 

•  Gooch’s  Med.  &  Chirurg,  Obf.  p.  138. 

bron- 
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bronchocele,  and  applied  to  her  father  for 
his  advice  in  the  cafe,  who  gave  her  a  pre- 
fcf  ipUon  which  perfedled  her  cure.  After 
this  event,  Mr.  Keeling  adminiftered  the 
fame  medicines  to  other  patients  with  fuch 
fuccefs,  as  foon  procured  him  no  fmall  de« 
gree  of  reputation.  After  his  death,  MrSo 
Keeling  kept  the  medicine  a  fecret,  but 
prepared  and  fold  it  with  fo  much  advan¬ 
tage,  that  (he  is  faid  to  have  gained  more 
than  three  thoufand  pounds  by  it.  Mrs. 
Keeling  has  now  been  dead  between  twen¬ 
ty  and  thirty  years.  Mr.  Lucas,  who 
fcrved  liis  apprentice(hip  with  Mr.  Keel¬ 
ing,  and  prepared  the  medicine  for  him, 
communicated  the  fecret  to  Mr.  Brock- 
hurft,  who  was  likewife  an  apothecary  at 
Coventry,  and  from  him  the  difeovery  was 
made  to  Dr.  Jones,  a  phyfician  at  this 
place,  who  has  been  dead  about  i6  years. 
After  the  deceafe  of  Dr.  Jones,  the  fecret 
was  divulged  to  two  or  three  perfons.  I 
cannot  abfolutely  determine,  wdiich  of  the 
two  following  receipts  Dr.  Bate  gave  his 
daughter ;  nor  does  it  appear  of  great 
coiifequence,  becaufe,  upon  trial,  they 

have 
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fiave  both  been  found  to  fucceed  equally 
well,  in  the  cure  of  the  bronchocele. 

Numb.  L 

The  day  after  the  moon  hath  been  in 
the  full,  the  patient  is  to  take  a  vomit. 

On  the  fucceeding  day  a  purge  is  to  be  ad- 
miniftered.  On  the  third  night,  going  to 
bed,  one  of  the  following  bolufes  is  to  be 
placed  in  the  mouth  under  the  tongue,, 
and  being  fuffered  to  diffolve  gradually,  is 
to  be  fwallowed.  This  bole  is  to  be  re- 
peated  the  fix  fucceeding  nights. 

R  Calcined  fpunge  ^ 

Cork  calcined, 

Pumice-ftone  burnt,  of  each  10  grains, 

to  be  feparately  powdered,  and  made  into 
^  bole  with  fyfup,  honey,  or  mucilage. 

On  each  of  the  feven  days  the  patient 
takes  the  preceding  bole,  the  following 
powder  is  to  be  adminiftered  in  the  fore¬ 
noon,  in  any  proper  vehicle. 

*  This  was  taken  probably  from  MuCitanus. 

M  Flor. 
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R  Flor.  cham.  pulv. 

Rad.  gentian,  pulv. 

Sum.  centaur,  min.  pulv.  ai.  gr.  v.  M. 

On  the  eighth  day  the  purge  is  to  be  re¬ 
peated.  In  the  wane  of  the  fucceeding 
moon  the  fame  procefs  is  to  be  entered  into, 
and  repeated  a  third  time,  unlefs  the  dif- 
cafe  is  cured  before.  The  vomit  is  only 
to  be  taken  before  the  firft  courfe  of  me¬ 
dicines.  • 

Numb.  II, 

,  R  Spongiae  calcinat.  jfs. 

Mellis  q.  f.  pro  bolp. 

The  Preparation. 

Tie  the  beft  fpunge  up  hard  with  wet 
packthread,  and  calcine  it  in  a  crucible. 
Thefe  boles  are  to  be  ufed  as  thofe  of  the 
former  receipt ;  the  bitter  powders  are  to 
be  taken,  and  the  fame  diredions  with  re¬ 
gard  to  evacuations,  obferved  in  every  rc- 
Ipedt  as  in  Numb.  L 

A  VERY  eminent  Surgeon,  who  hath 
had  many  opportunities  of  feeing  the  good 
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effeds  of  both  thefe  preparations,  aflures 
me,  that  either  of  them  will  fucceed  with 
more  certainty,  if  the  patient  takes  a  vo* 

mit  and  purge  during  the  increafe  of  the 
moon. 

Some  parts  of  theie  directions  feem  to 
bear  'the  character  of  empiriciim;  but 
where  no  harm  can  poffibly  arife  from, 
nor  any  inconvenience  follow  their  ufe, 
it  is  to  be  wilhed,  that  thofe  who  think 
proper  to  give  either  of  the  preceding  me¬ 
thods  a  trial,  will  do  it  in  the  manner  re¬ 
commended. 

ir 

It  feems  highly  probable,  that  the 
chief  virtue  of  the  bole  confifts  in  the 
calcined  fpunge.  It  is  at  prefent  a  dif- 
pute  amongft  naturalifts,  whether  fpunge. 
is  a  vegetable  •,  or  whether,  like  the  cor- 
V  ralines,  it  is  of  animal  origin.  It  yields  upon 
a  chymical  analylis  a  larger  quantity  of  vola¬ 
tile  alealine  fait,  than  can  be  obtained  from 
any  animal  fubftance,  except  the  bags  of  the 
iilk-worm  j  the  caput  mortuum  icinerated, 
yields  alfd  a  large  proportion  of  fixed  fait, 

not 
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not  an  alcaline  one,  like  that  of  vegeta-. 
bles,  but  chiefly  of  the  marine  kind 
Spunge  is  found  in  the  fea  adhering  to 
rocks,  particularly  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  about  the  iflands  of  the  Archipelago. 

The  calcined  fpunge  for  either  of  our 
preparations,  is  carefully  powdered  in  a 
glafs  or  marble  mortar  :  if  a  brafs  one  is 
ufed,  the  falts  of  fpunge  attradl:  fo  much 
of  the  metal,  as  to  acquire  an  emetic 

property. 

/ 

If  the  bronchocele  is  not  very  large, 
hard,  or  of  long  date ;  if  the  patient  is  a 
female,  young,  or  not  paft  thirty,  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  will  frequently  give  way  to  the  treat¬ 
ment  juft  defcribed  :  but,  if  the  tumour 
Jiath  been  of  long  continuance  ;  if  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  a  man,  or  of  either  fex  ,paft  the 
meridian  of  life ;  I  fear,  that  in  direa  op-^ 
pofition  to  the  Co-oentry,  or  any  other  re¬ 
ceipt,  the  bronchocele  will  ftill  remain  one 
of  the  opprobria  medicorum. 

*  l/cwis’s  Mater.  Medic.  556; 

<  * 
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An  A  C  C  O  U  NT  of  a  WOMAN, 

accidentally  butnt  to  death  at  Coventry^ 

In  a  Letter  to  Mr.  William  Sharp- 

From  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftiona. 

Sir, 

I  '  H  E  following  cafe,  which  has  lately 
engaged  the  attention  of  every  one 
in  this  part  of  the  world,  appears  fo  very 
extraordinary,  that  I  was  determined  to 
give  you  a  minute  account  of  its  circum- 
ftances  j  which  will  be  the  more  agree¬ 
able  to  you,  as  you  may  depend  upon  the 

truth  of  every  thing  I  ihall  relate  to  you 
concerning  it. 

Mary  Clues,  of  Gosfordrftreet  in 
this  city,  aged  fifty-two  years,  had  an  in- 
diiferent  charadler,  and  was  much  addiaed 
to  drinking.  Since  the  death  of  her  huf- 
band,  which  happened  about  a  year  and  a, 
half  fince,  her  propenfity  to  this  vice  {n- 
creafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  I  have  been 
informed  by  feveral  of  her  neighbours, 
file  has  drank  the  quantity  of  four  half 
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plntfi  of  rum,  undiluted  with  any  otncf 
liquor,  in  a  day.  This  praftice  was  fo  fa¬ 
miliar  to  her,  that  fcarce  a  day  has  palTed 
thef^aft  twelve  months,  but  {he  has  fwal- 
iowed  from  half  a  pint  to  a  quart  of  rum 
or  anifeed- water.  Her  health  gradually 
declined,  and,  from  being  a  jolly  well¬ 
looking  woman,  {he  grew  thinner,  her 
complexion  altered,  and  her  fkin  became 
dry.  About  the  beginning  of  February 
laft,  (he  was  attacked  with  the  jaundice, 
and  kept  her  bed.  Although  {he  was  now 
fo  hclplefs,  as  hardly  to  be  able  to  do  any 
thing  for  herfelf,  {he  continued  her  old  cuf- 
tom  of  dram-drinking,  and  generally 
fmoaked  a  pipe  every  night.  No  one  lived 
with  her  in  the  houfe.  Her  neighbours 
ufed  in  the  day,  frequently  to  come  in,  to 
fee  after  her ;  and  in  the  night  commonly, 
tho*  not  always,  a  perfon  fat  up  with  her ; 
to  whom  {he  hath  often  cried  out,  that  {he 
faw  the  devil  in  fgme  part  of  the  room, 
who  was  come  to  take  her  away.  Her 
bed-  room  was  next  the  ftreet,  on  the 
ground-floor,  the  walls  of  which  were 
plaiftered,  and  the  floor  made  of  bricks. 

The 
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The  chimney  was  fmall,  and  there  was  ^ 
grate  in  it,  which,  from  its  fize,  could 
contain  but  ^  very  fniall  quantity  of  firc,^ 
Her  bedftead  flood  parallel  to,  and  at  the 
diflance  of  about  three  feet  fronl  the 
chimney.  The  bed's  head  WSs  clofe  td 
the  wall.  On  the  other  fide  the  bed,  op- 
polite  the  chimney^  was  a  window  open¬ 
ing  td  the  flreet.  One  curtain  only  be¬ 
longed  to  the  bed,  which  was  hung  oil 
the  fide  next  the  windoiv,  to  prevent  the 
light  being  troublefome.  She  was  a'c- 
cullomed  to  lie  upon  her  fide,  clofe  to  the 
edge  of  the  bedllead,  next  the  fire  ;  and 
on  Sunday  morning,  March  the  ift,  tum¬ 
bled  Upon  the  floor ;  where  her  helplefS 
flate  obliged  her  to  lie  fome  time,  until 
Mary  Hollyer,  her  next  neighbour,  came 
accidentally  to  fee  her.  With  lome  diffi¬ 
culty  file  got  her  into  bed.  The  fame 
night,  although  flic  was  advifed  to  it,  fhe 
fefiifed  to  have  any  one  to  fit  up  with  her; 
and#  at  half  pall  eleven,  one  Brooks,  who 
was  ail  occafional  attendant,  left  her  as 
ivell  as  ufual,  locked  up  her  door,  and 
went  home.  He  had  placed  two  bits  of 
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coal  quite  backward  upon  the  fire  In  the 
grate  ;  and  put  a  fmall  ru£h~light  in  a  can- 
dleftick,  which  was  fet  in  a  chair  near  the 
head  of  the  bed,  but  not  on  the  fide  where 
the  curtain  was.  At  half  after  five  the 
next  morning,  a  fmoak  was  obferved  to 
come  out  of  the  window  in .  the  flreet  1 
and,  upon  breaking  open  the  door,  fome 
flames  were  perceived  in  the  room,  which, 
with  five  or  fix  buckets  of  water,  were 
eafily  extinguifhed.  Betwixt  the  bed  and 
fire-place,  lay  the  remains  of  Mrs.  Clues. 
The  legs  and  one  thigh  were  untouched. 
Except  thefe  parts,  there  were  not  the 
leaft  remains  of  any  fk'in,  mufcles,  or  vi/^ 
cera.  The  bones  of  the  fkull,  thorax, 
fpine,  and  the  upper  extremities,  were 
completely  calcined,  and  covered  with  a 
whitifh  efflorefcence.  The  flcull  lay  near 
the  head  of  the  bed,  the  legs  near  the 
bottom,  and  the  fpine  in  a  curved  direc¬ 
tion;  fo  that  fhe  appeared  to  have  been 
burnt  on  her  right  fide,  with  her  back 
next  the  grate.  .  The  right  femur  was  fe- 
parated  from  the  acetabulum  of  the  if 
chlum  \  the  left  was  alfo  feparate-d,  and 
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broken  off  about  three  inches  below  the 
great  trochanter.  The  connexion  of  the 
facrum  with  the  offa  innominataj  and  the 
interior  vertebree  of  the  loins  was  deftroy- 
cd.  The  intervening  ligaments  kept  the 
vertebr(^  of  the  loins,  back,  and  neck  to¬ 
gether,  and  the  fkull  was  ftill  refting  up¬ 
on  the  atlas.  When  the  flames  were  ex- 
tinguiihed,  it  appeared  that  very  little  da¬ 
mage  had  been  done  to  the  furniture  of 
the  room,  and  that  the  fide  of  the  bed 
next  the  fire  had  fuffered  moft.  The  bed- 
ftead  was  fuperficially  burnt,  but  the  fea¬ 
ther-bed,  fheets,  blankets,  &c.  were  not 
deftroyed.  The  curtain  on  the  other  fide 
the  bed  was  untouched,  and  a  deal  door 
near  the  bed  not  in  the  leaft  injured.  I 
was  in  the  room  about  two  hours  after  the 
mifchief  was  difcovered,  and  obferved  the 
walls  and  every  thing  in  the  room  were 
coloured  black  ;  there  was  a  difagreeabie 
vapour,  but  nothing  was  much  burpt, 
except  Mrs.  Clues,  whofe  remains  I  faw 
in  the  ftate  juft  defcribed.  I  took  away 
one  of  the  bones  (the  remains  of  the  fa¬ 
crum)  which  you  have  inclofed  with  this 

S  z  Letter. 
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Letter.  The  only  way  that  l  ean  account  fof 
this  phenomenon  is,  by  fuppofing  that  (he 
again  fell  out  of  ^bed  on  Monday  morning ; 
that  her  linen  was  fet  on  fire,  either  by  the 
candle  from  the  chafr^  or  a  coal  falling  from 
the  grate  ^  that  her  folids  and  fluids  had 
been  rendered  inflammable,  by  the  im- 
menfe  quantity  of  fpirituous  liquors  the 
had  drank ;  and  that  fhe  was  probably  foon 
reduced  to  afhes,  as  the  room  fuffered  very 
little. 


THE  END. 
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